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LETTERS, &c

‘ JLetter XXVE

Boston, -—-Sept 1620,

WE ar vec here on he. 5th msta.nt, havmg
left Andover, about 20 miles distant, early in
the morning, and took up our abode at J—s,
~the principal boarding-house, where there is

a party of .eighteen or twenty. Some of the
boarders. are respectable = families from .the
southern States; others, men of business from
various parts of Europe.. We all assemble at
‘meals, and the house is pleasant and Well con-
ducted although I am nat yet reconcﬂed to
the necessity .of makmg my, bed-chamber my
private SLttlng-room.

VOL IL B
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My eommercial and social engagements have,
however, left me little leisure ; for nothing can
exceed the hospitable attentions of the principal
families here; and the good humour and intelli-
gence which pervade the society I have met
at their houses, renders it very agreeable. The
day but one after my arrival, I received a very
favourable impression of Boston society, at a
large dinner party, consisting of many of my
southern friends, who were returning from
Ballston Springs, some of the Professors of
Harvard College, Cambridge, and many very
well-educated young men, who had travelled in
Europe for improvement. This impression
has been confirmed by the more extended
observation I have since had the opportunity of
making:in a round of visiting, during which
I have dined out nearly every day,

- The Georglans and Carohmans, to whom the
Bostonians have ‘been performmg the rites of
hospitality for some weeks, have added much
to the pleasure of our social intercourse; but
they are now generally proceeding to New
York or Philadelphia, where they will remain
till the southern fevers abate, (poor Savannah is
in a dreadful state.) This mterchange of civi-
lities, and constant meeting at the Springs, is
gradually extinguishing sectional prejudices;



NORTH AMERICA. 3’

and as. the Canadians are beginning to enter the
circle, T hope it will abate something: of the.
disgraceful . animosity: of the colonies towards
their- neighbours. I lately met Mr. Poletica,
the Russian Ambassador, Wlth the Secretary of
. Legation, at a party here} but they returned
to Washington some days since. -
Boston has often. ‘been compared Wlth
Liverpool; and on this occasion,” I was =
much struck with the justiee of the com-
parison. - You would be surprised to see’
how strong a resemblance there is between
the two places, in the general aspect and furni-~
ture of the houses, in the domestic arrangements
and style of living, and in the manners, habxts,
and charactérof the people. e
There is much -simplicity and ﬁankness ‘in
the manners of the young ladies; and the inti--
mate connection of their brothers, or relatives,
with the neighbouring college, seems, in many-
instances; to have had a happy influence on their
literary taste. I have met with noblue stocking
ladies, although I am disposed to believe: that
a larger proportion understand a little .of Latin
than with us. *Some, T am told, are'léar'ning
Greek but I give this merely as-an on dit.

) «1 know not how the truth may be,
7T tell the tale as ’twas told to-me”
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Of the lighter accomplishments, dancing seems
to be the general favourite, and to be pur-
sued with no ordinary zest. The number of
balls which are given would surprise you. I
have lately been at several large evening
parties, arising out of weddings, which always

"seem to be going on. in this country, as of
course they must, where the pepulatlon doubles
itself in 20 or 25 years.-

The country, in the neighbourhood of Boston,
is undulating and beautiful, and enriched with
a profusion of wood and water. . The fine bay,

“studded with islands, forms an interesting object,
from many of the handsome eountry seats in
 the neighbourhood. - The weather generally has
" been delightful, like our finest autumnal wea-
ther, with skies so clear, that we have oceasion-
ally. seen_ a -planet, from the Exchange, at 8
o'dock in ‘the:day.« “We -have since had some
of our November rain and cloud; but the sky
Jis' now clear-and frosty, and fires are universal. -

A few days since, I visited the Waltham
'cotton mills; and was much surprised to see the
degree of perfection’ they have obtained, both
in-'spinning: and in weaving by power-looms;
They: very obligingly showed me their books,
and all the particulars with respect to speed,
waste, wages, .expenses, and profit. The last
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'has been such’.as to i tlem greatly to
extend their works.” T w111 ‘giveyou all these
particalars when: we meet.. They will -confirm
your impression, as . they- did mine, of the
rapidity with which America is advancing in
manufacturing skill. - The general appearance
of the workmen and children was more:orderly
and respectable than 1 have ever seen: in
England, even in those mills in the country,
where ' the apprentmes receive the most attena
tion.

- Thave also v1s1ted Bunker’s Hxll and Nahant
the latter the most ~celebrated promontory'
between the- St. Lawrence and the Gulf ‘of
man* dined with’ us ‘there,

plied: to ‘miy mterroganon“whether he
had seen the sea-serpent, of which “this neigh:
bourhood is said to be the favourite haunt, that
he had had the misfortune to see it three days
before ; that he really - considered it a misfor-
tune, as no one: would believe him; and he
could not, in smcerlty, deny having seen it*

Large and handsome houses are very much

L The Amencan accounts he sea—serpent, ﬂenve stmng )
confirmation from the. well authenticated facts respecting the:
extmordmary animal seen by the Rey. Mr. Maclean, among
thé Hebridesin 1808, and ‘that cast on shore on Red Orkneys,
in: that year.—Wernerian Transact. Vol 1.
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-in fashion in Boston, and this, perhaps, is the
most expensive taste of the Bostonians. But
‘the basis of expenditure here, as well as of
.commerce, is real capital, represented by a sound
" .and-undepreciated currency. I must prefer the
.commercial character of Boston to that of any
place I have yet seen in - America, except,
perhaps, its neighbour Salem. This latter place,
you will reeollect, as the scerie of an edifying
exhibition of toleration on the part of those
non-conforming emigrants, who fled from their
country to obtain civil and religious liberty, and
then exercised it by burning reputed witches ;
but you will remember it with more
pleasure, as the place that generously offered
its warehouses, gratis, to the Boston merchants
during the revolutionary war. I visited it
with great interest. It is a singular little town
of .astonishing wealth, and: formerly had 60 or
70°ships in the East India trade; employed prin-
cipally in carrying the produce of China and the
‘Eastern -Archipelago to the various parts -of
Europe. Indeed, many, if not most of the
large commercial fortunes, I have observed in
America, some of them almest without a
parallel in Europe, have been made in those
b}janches of the East India teade, which our
East India Company never engaged in, but
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from - which their .monopoly. excludes British
subjects. . T never. met with ‘merchants more
intelligent on commercial subjects than at Salem,
or in more close connection with the most
remote foreign markets. We found them
very hospitable; but they 'are sometimes
taunted with a- deficiency in  this particular,
because they do not give five or six 'différent
kinds of fine old Madeira, as is common . here.
They have much leisure, good literary insti-
tutions, and the few whom I saw were very
‘well informed on general topics. Sir Humphrey
Davy’s chemical discoveries were fertilizing
the rocky - coast of Salem, and enlightening
the.minds :of :its inhabitants. - Their voyages,
they told me, were generally planned in'. their
insurance-offices - or. coffee-rooms, where: they
appeared to be doing nothing.

The other day, some friends took me to
Brighton, five miles distant, to the annual cattle
show and exhibition of domestic manufactures;
of the formér I am no judge, and the array of the
latter, required the aid of all my philanthropy to
suppress the rising apprehensions of an English
. merchant. - It ‘would :be - difficult to ‘mention
any manufacture which was omitted, from a
tawdry rosy-chéeked wax doll, to: the most
substantial fabrics. of woollen: or cotton. The
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Blue cloths at eight dollars per yard, I found were
eonsiderably better than could be imported at
the same price. They are said to retain their
colour much better than ours, perhaps from the
supetior eheapness and more plentiful use of
indigo “here. : The Waltham shirting at 26
cenits, and sheetings 4t 87 cents per yard, boré
away thepalm as regarded cotton goods. Be:
tween the exhibition and dinner, our party
went to see a-new manufactory of lace, lately
- established by Geheral Sumner. - Tt is on 4
small scale. - We found there the Governor of
Massachusets, and the Governor-of Ohip, both
of whom dined with us afterwards at the anni:
. versary dinner, with upwards of 300 persons,
including most of the respectable people in the
neighbourhood. .The Governor of Ohio . told
me, that his errand was tosee the:state of
manufactures-here,/in “order. to iftroduce them
on’ & ‘larger Scale ‘than their present one, into
Ohio; he has been for many years concerned in
a cotton mill there, which, though indifferently
managed, has been profitable; but. he- expects
to see Ohio a great- manufacturing state. The
mill seats are numerous’; subsistence, very low,
Indian corn being considerably below 20 cents
per bushel; and the expense of bringing cotton
from Mississippi less than 1} cents per 1b.
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-/'The dinner went -off. very -well, but the 300
persons .comprised a comparatively. ‘small pro-
portion of whiat I should consider the yeomanry
of the country. In fact a New England farmer
would not readily consent to give 2} dollars for
a dinner, and the privilege of hearing a string
of toasts in praise.of agriculture, .;commerce,
and - ‘manufactures. .. We ~dined, at . half-,past
two o'clock, and reached town at six. .y
To-day.-has : been: entirely spent in, ﬁmshmg
my,socml and - commercial - calls. T.lately had
‘the pleasure ‘of ‘meeting,” by appointment, the
verierable  Dr.. Worcester, - the corresponding
seerétary of: the -American  Board  of - Foreign
Missions; -as::he -passed * through Boston ; :he
appears - to ; besinking..under:-his - Tabours. . .
I have ‘been-glad to feel a little: settled after
wandering through such a succession of new
scenes and objects. This has been more easy
in Boston, than it would have beenin any other
place in the United States, closely connected
as it is with ‘the most.-interesting events and
characters of . the American . revolution, and
with the “early and affecting history of the
learned -and  religious, exiles, who left their
country for conscience  sake. Almost . every
street presents’'some spot or building of interest
or - notoriety 'in. the revolutionary  war, and
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occasionally, thou@h‘ seldom; we meet with
one of the few surviving actors in scenes and
events which are matter of history to the
present generation.

General Dearborn and Governor Brooks, are
the only revolutionary heroes whom I recollect
meeting in company at Boston. ;

In the Faneuil Hall, or Cradle of Liberty,
as it is called, ‘I attended a public meeting on
the subject of prohibiting duties on foreign
manufactures. It was with strange and mingled
feelings, that I saw this intelligent. portion of
a great, prosperous, and independent nation,
so lately an’infant colony on a roeky shore,
with hostile Indians in their rear, proceeding
to discuss a questlon which assumed the posses-
sion of resources, which other nations have
been centuries in attaining. While they were
coldly animadverting on the expenence of Great
Britain, and deriving warnings from her ex-
ample, I often grew a little angry, and felt
that they might have remembered that she was
their parent country, and that she still supplied
them with a large portion of the knowledge
which enabled them to avail themselves of
their natural resources.

I'have been much interested in tracing little
peculiarities in the manners and institutions of



NORTH "AMERICA. 11

the Bostonians, to the customs: of their puri-
tanic ancestors ;- but I will not tire you with
these in:a letter.
1 amsurprised by the PI‘OOfb whlch are
presented to me of the learning of the ¢ Pilgrim
Fathers,” as they call the first settlers, and with
their active solicitude to found seminaries for
learning, while wanting almost the necessaries
of life. They must have been sadly disheart-
ened at the first sight of the rocky shores of
New England. - At Salem I saw the original
" charters from Kings James and Charles. - A few
weeks will close the second century, since the
arrival .of the first settlers at Plymouth ; and
an.-oration . <will be :pronounced on the rock
where “they: landed, to a.large concourse of
people from different parts .of New England.
One can hardly conceive a finer subject for an
orator, than the occasion will suggest.

I think I never mentioned, either that I saw
the Constitution; the Independence, and the
Java frigates,. which are lying .at Boston, or
that I dined one day in company with the son
of one of the pretended Indians, who poured
the odious tea out of the chests into the Bay.

New York, 21st October.—We set off from
Boston in the stage, at four o’clock in the morn-
ing of the 19th, and breakfasting on the way,



12 LETTERS FROM

-

reached Providence, in Rhode Island, about one
oclock.  This is the seat of the earliest, and
most extensive, but now by no means the most
-complete establishment of cotton manufactures
in this ‘country, and contains many large and
handsome private houses. As I could not stay
a few hours without staying two or three days,
and as T had seen Waltham, I proceeded in the
mail to Norwich, about 80 miles from Boston,
where ‘we arrived at seven oclock in the
evening. The most agreeable companions in
the stage were one of the Theological Professors
of Andover, and an Episcopal clergyman, who
had travelled over Europe, and spent some time"
at Oxford. - Our conversation turned for a con-
siderable time on the comparative authority and
validity of Episcopal and Presbyterian ordina-
tion, and a good deal of real learning was dis:
played onboth sides. oo oo

- The Americans have the advantage over us
in coolness and courtesy in argument, ‘and
scarcely ever interrupt the speaker, a lesson of
politeness imbibed, perhaps, from the Indians,
who are most particular in this respect.

At Norwich we took the steam-boat, dropped
down' the tiver to New London, where we
anchored till day-light, and then proceeded

* about 50 miles to Newhaven, where we arrived
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in the evening, and were transhipped into an-
other. steam-boat, the Connecticut.- The sun’
was just setting, and the full moon rising in
a cloudless sky, as we left the beautiful bay of
Newhaven, and at four o’clock this morning we
found ourselves lying at the wharf of New
York, about 54 miles from Newhaven, and 230
from Boston, which we had left 48 hours before.
It is an easy and pleasant journey ; but there is
little interesting in the scenery, either in Rhode

Island, or that part of Connecticut through
- which we passed. The appearance of Rhode
Island was rocky, desolate; and uncomfortable ;
-and the people, Iam told, are in a worse condi-
- part_of . New England with.
resp_}_t axais educatmn,iand rehgmn—-
Indeed, if the accounts: stated: to me by my.
fellow-travellers be correct, it must be worse
than any other non-slave—holdmg State I have
yet seen. A great change was. perceptible on
entering Connectlcut although 'the external
character of the country was. similar for some
distance. Norwich was . the blrth-place of the
traitor Arnold. SETOR & SR
. (The shores of. Conn 8¢ qut( »’presented‘ a pleas-'
vgu;ety qf wood]and.and Culthdt]OH, as:we
ed through the Sound .and. were animated
by numerous v1llages, w1th thexr still. more
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niimerous spires. We had a very large party

“on board the steam-boat; and among others,
my friends the Episcopalian clergyman,and the
Professor, 'whom I mentioned in a former
part of this letter, and the Governor of Ohio.
The latter came on board in the night, and had
changed his dress a little, so that I did not
immediately recognize him. When I did, he
apologized for not speaking first, but said the
manners of my countrymen were in general so
stiff, (he would gladly have said haughty,) that
he had been obliged to come to the determina-
tion never to speak first, although always
pleased with an opportunity of conversing with
them. We then became very intimate, and I
found him an interesting and very intelligent
companion. He removed into Ohio in 1796,
when it was' comparatively -a wilderness. He
represented the State 12 yearsin the Senate, and
has been Governor four years. He has 20,000
acres of good land, and when I spoke to him at
Boston, had a cotton-mill ; but he has just heard
of its being burnt down.

I was amused last night by an illustration he
furnished of the levelling nature of republican
institutions. “We were so large a party, that
we had to draw lots for births; he drew in his
turn, and got a birth, but he found it pre-occu-
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- pied when he wished to retire, and very good
naturedly took a cot on the floor, with some of
the less fortunate of us.

The Connecticut steam-boat is as much infe-
rior (though highly celebrated) to the New
Sw1ftsure, on the St. Lawrence, in point of
accommodation and style, as a prov1nc1a1 inn to
afirst-rate London hotel ; and as an Enghshman,
I felt flattered by the COmparison. I have just
been to pay a morning call on my Charleston
acquamtmce, Col. _— who ‘brings his family
every year to spend the summer at their country

. residence near New York; they were preparing

for their return to Charleston; and the young

]adles talked of their journey of 800 miles as if

it ‘was a ride from a country-seat in one of our

midland counties to the metropolis.

I am staying at the Mechanic Hall, where I
find many Georgians and Carolinians, who are
still deterred by the continued prevalence of
the fever in the south from returning home.
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Retter XXUHE

Philadelphia, 31st October, 1820.

I wrotE to you by the Hercules; and have
since had the gratification of receiving, by the
Ann Maria, after a very short passage, your
letter of the 30th ult. with your « all well,” of
the. 6th instant, as well as ’s letter of the -
4th instant, which  has reached me on the banks
of the Delaware, 27 days after it was written in
Cheshire. - S '

‘We set out from New York on the 20th;
and on getting into the boat to cross the bay,
I was glad to find my Salem friend, Mr. ,
and the other two Massachusets’ delegates to the
Convention, which is sitting here to oppose the
new tariff. . He introduced me to all the party,
who had fortunately brought their ladies with
them. They filled one of the stages, which met
us on the other side of the bay ; but on reaching
Bristol, about 60 miles from New York, we all
went on poard the same steam-boat, and arrived
at Philadelphia at seven o’clock, 96 miles, in 13
hours.—Fare, 22s. 6d. each.
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The boarding-house, where we proposed
‘staying, being full, (the Russian Minister and
his suite were of the party there,) I came to Mis.
Carvers, in Fourth-street, a very pleasant house,
‘where I found Mr. and Mrs. , and several
southern planters, who filled the boarding-houses
at present, being detained longer in the north
than usual, by the continued prevalence of fever
at home. Mr. B. is the Senator from s
whom I met frequently at Washington, in the
winter. They breakfast, dine, and drink tea,
with the rest of the boarders. This house
was formerly the residence of Mr. Dallas, the
Secretary of the Treasury, and is close to that
which was occupied by the late Dr. Rush. It
is extremely well conducted; the only defi-
ciency being that of private sitting-rooms. To
a stranger, the system of boarding-houses is a
very convenient and agreeable one, as it gives
him an excellent opportunity of seeing society,
and frequently the best society in the country.
An introduction is sometimes required for
admission'; and they are often kept by ladies
who have moved in very respectable “circles. ‘T
have lately spent one or two mornings very
agreeably, in visiting several country-seats in
the ‘neighbourhood. Those on the Schuykill,
particularly, are very romantically situated, and

VOL. I1. c ’




18 LETTERS FROM

are frequently furnished expensively and in
good taste. I dine out frequently. At several
large dinner parties, I have met many of
the most distinguished members of Congress.
On these occasions, the conversation has gene-
rally been earnest, if not animated, and always
directed to some topic of general interest. Inan
evening, I often meet with agreeable society at
the house of Mr. ——, where a lamp is lighted
several nights in the week, as a sort of telegraphic
signal that the family is at home. Mr. and
Mis. , are remarkable for their hospi-
tality, and for their liberal and excellent
arrangements for entertalmng strangers. On
calling there the other evening, on my way
home, I found a lady, who mentioned General
Washington giving her his portrait ; and I heard
a gentleman - describe, from memory, the last
scene of -the General's public life, when he
resigned his office,.and dehvered his last speech
from the State-house, which was within 200
yards of us—thehouse in which the Declaration
of Indepepd_ence was. first proclaimed. . He
repeated, what I have often been told, that much
as General Washington rode and- walked
through the streets, during a residence of several
years in Philadelphia, he seldom passed a win-
dow, without ‘the party in the room rising to




' NORTH, AMERICA. ° 19

look at him, although they might have been in
his company the hour before. :
Many. of my friends here are Quakers; and
at their houses I-spenid many agreeable hours.
At one of them I recognized an old friend,
in a representation of Warwick Castle, on some
beautiful china cups- and saucers; and on :in-
quiry,leamnt that they had obtained a drawing of
this interesting castle, and sent.it to China to. be
painted. As acity, Philadelphiais quite unique,
and I admire it more and more every day.
Indeed, when in its very centre, you can scarcely
believe that you are in a city. - The bustle of
business is confined: to the new strect nearest to
the Delaware; and the rest of the city: gives
- you the ides -of a genteel watering place. .-
The fine airy streets, one and a half. to two
miles long, cross each other at right angles, and
at intervals, open into spacious squares, which are
frequently ornamented with. handsome treds.
Those streets which run from east to west, are
called 1st, 2nd, 3rd, &c. while those from: north
- to.south derive their names from: trees, Ches-
nut, Walnut, Spruce, Pine, Cedar, Mulberry,
&e. bearing some analogy-to the name of ‘the
State.- The door-cases and steps are of white
maible : they are kept beautifully clean; -and.
the effect is heightened by the substitution of
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white metal; in the place of brass, for the door-
plates and handles. There is, however, a still- ‘
ness, or rather a silence in the streets, Which it
is difficult to reconcile with the idea of a large
city. They are as quiet as the streets of
Gloucester, or Hereford, but are relieved from
vacuity and dullness by a constant succession of
well-dressed, genteel-looking, and handsome
young ladies. I often think how William Penn
would be astonished, if he could take a glimpse
of his dear city Coaquonnoc, . as the Indians
called the place where Philadelphia, with its
120,000 inhabitants, now stands. In 1683, he
writes, “ Philadelphia, the expectation of those
who are concerned in the province, is at last
laid out. It is advanced, within less than a
year, to about 80 houses and cottages, such as
they are, where merchants and handicrafts are
following their vocation as fast as they can.”
The other day I visited, by appointment, the
interesting and handsome Institutions of the
Orphans’ Asylum,* and the Widows Asylum,
both of which owe their origin and good

* A melancholy accident has since happened to the Orpharis’
Asylum. It accidently caught fire in the night ; and of its
ninety-one little inmates, twenty-three unhappily perished in
the flames. T
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management principally to the family of my
conductress. - On my return, I called upon the

" Reverend Dr. Morse, the American geogra-
pher at present employed by the Government
to visit the various nations of Indians, and to
point out the best mode of applying the sums
which have been appropriated by Congress for
their civilization. He had returned from a long
tour among the northern Indians, and proposes
next proceeding to the southward.

I have also visited the Penitentiary and
Hospital. The former is now totally destitute
of classification, though, perhaps, justly claiming
the honour of first exhibiting some of the most
1mportant 1mprovements in prison discipline. It
is melancholy to observe this declension, which is
to be attributed partly to the frequent change of
managers, according to the alternate predomi-
nance of political parties; but principally to
such an increase of population and crime, as
renders the former space wholly inadequate to
present wants.* A new prison is projected, on

* I extract the followmg from the Appendix to Mr.
Roscoe’s interesting pamphlet,. entitled * Additional Obser-
vations on. Penal Jurisprudence, and the Reformation of
Criminals :”

 The followmg well drawn, but distressing portrait of the
once celehrated Penitentiary of Pennsylvania, has been fur-
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the pém-opticén principle, and furnished, I think,
with 700 private cells, is now near its comple-

nished by order of the Board of Inspectors, in answer toa
letter, addressed to them by the committee of the House of
Representatives ; ‘and as it expresses in detail the -awful
situation of that . Institution, in language more impressive
than your committee could present, it has been deemed expe-
dient to give it entire:"— k
- Extract of the letter alluded to in the preceding paragraph :
« It is nearly fifty years since its corner-stone was laid, long be-
fore the genius of humanity had erased from our statute-books
those sanguinary edicts which had for so many years stained
their pages. Still, however, very many beneficial results
flowed from the system in the first few years succeeding
its adoption:

< The prison was well managed. Industry was encouraged
among the prisoners. Employment was abundant, and in
consequence of the number of criminals being small, classifi-
cation, to a certain degree, was observed. The consequence
was, that the internal part of the building appeared to a
visitor rather like a well-regulated manufactory than a prison.
Instances of reformation, in the early period of this system,
occurred ; and among all the prisoners, order and good disci-
pline were maintained. .

¢« Hence Pennsylvania obtained a name among her sister
states as well as in Europe for her mild penal code, and her
well-regulated Penitentiary.

¢ But this fame was short-lived. The State has not kept
pace with the increase of her population, and its consequent
increased depravity : she has continued for thirty years past
to send hundreds to a prison, which, at' the first, as it respects
that part of it appropriated to convicts, was not fitted for the
solitary confinement of fifty. With the rapid increase of pri-
soners, there has, within a few years past, owing to the effects
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tion at Pittsburgh, in this State. The Hospital
is a noble institution, and admirably managed.

of the late war, and the difficulties of the times, been a con-
siderable increase in the deprayity and high daring of the
character of our prisoners; to all which may be added the
want of sufficient employment.”
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JLetter XXOIHE,

Philadelphia, Oct. 1820.

As I am now resting a little after my wan-
derings, Tam anxious to take the earliest oppor-
tunity of complying with - your wishes, and of
giving you the impressions I have received of
the American character in the course of my
route. I might, indeed, have done this at an
earlier period, but it would have been with less
satisfaction to myself. Indeed, I have occasion.
ally been led to doubt whether I have viewed
. the subject with impartiality, either while
receiving the kind attentions which I have s0
generally met with, or when exposed to the
inconveniences incident to travelling in the
unsettled parts of the country. Ihave sometimes
been ashamed to find how much my opinions
were influenced for the moment by humour or
circumstances, and how necessary it was to
guard against forming ideas of a peculiar town
from the reception whichImight happen to meet
with, or the circle into which I might acci-
dentally fall. I shall, in future, have little
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confidence in any general conclusions respecting
a country, founded on the experience of a single
traveller; since, however candid may be his
representations, they must necessarily be drawn
from a range of observation comparatively
limited; and be- tinctured, at least in some
degree, with his own méntal peculiarities.
Having thus prepared you to receive my
statements with caution, I will give you my
impressions without reserve. 1If, in opposition
to their republican principles, we divide the
Americans into classes, the first class will com-
prehend  what are termed the Revolutionary
Heroes, 'who hold a sort of patent of nobility,
undisputed by the bitterest enemies to aristo-
cracy. 'Their numbers, indeed, are few; but
they have too many peculiar features to be.’
embraced in the description of any other class
of their countrymen. Many of them were
educated in England; and even those who
never travelled, had generally the advantage of
the best English society, either colonial or mili-
tary. They wereformed inthe English school ;
were embued with. English associations ; and,
however active they were in resisting . the en-
croachments of the mother country, they are,
many of them at least, delighted to trace their
descent to  English families of rank, and to
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boast of the pure English blood which flows in
their veins. 1In the families of these patricians,
in which I have spent many agreeable hours, I
met with nothing to remind me that I was not
" in the society of that class of our well-educated
country gentlemen, who occasionally visit the
metropolis, and “mingle in fashionable or poli-
tical life. The old gentlemen of this class are
indeed gentlemen of the old school; and the
young ladies are particularly agreeable, refined,
accomplished' intelligent, and well-bred.

" The second class may include the leading poli-
tical scharacters of the présent day, the more
eminent lawyers, the well-educated merchants
and agriculturists, and the most respectable of
the novi homines of every profession. It will
thus comprise the mass.of the good society of
Amnerica; the first class, which- comprehends
the dest, 'belng very limited, sui generts, and
about 1o explre with the present generation.
The .manners - of this second class are less
polistied than those of the corresponding class
in England, and their education is neither so
regular nor so classical ; but their intellects are
as actively exercised, and their mformatlon at
least as general, although less scientific and pro-
found.  The young ladies of this class are lively,
modest, and unreserved easy in their manners,
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and rather gay and social in their dispositions:
at- the same time, they are very observant of
the rules. of female propriety ; and if they ever
displease, it is rather from indifference than
from “either bashfulness or effrontery. Their
appearance is generally genteel and agreeable;
their figures are almost universally good; and
they dress remarkably well-—in this city, indeed;
more to my taste than in almost any place I
recollect ; for which they are indebted partly to
the .short ‘passages “from Europe; which waft
across .the- Atlantic the latest fashions from
London and - Paris; partly to their accommo-
dating;tariff, which places within'their reach the
beautiful Canton crapes, and-all thie most elegant
materials for: dress which Amel‘lean enterpnse
can collect in the four “gudrtersof: ‘the gIofoe ;
and partly to the simplicity of the Quaket cos-
tume, which. has ‘had a happy and sen51ble
influence on the taste and habits of the commu-
nity at large:: Their tone of voice, which: is
generally a littleshrill, and their mode of ‘pro-
nouncing & few particalar words, are the peculi-
arities of manner whieh 1 think: would be mdst
rexnarked upon in-the best -society in England.
Geénerally speaking; also, the: style ‘of female
edueation in - Awmerica-is less favourable to- ‘solid
acquirements than with us. The young ladies
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here go earlier into society than in England,
and enter sooner into married life : they have
not, therefore, the same opportunities for ma-
turing their taste, expanding their intellect, and
acquiring a rich store of well-arranged and
digested knowledge, as those have who devote
to improvement the longer interval which
climate or custom has, with us, interposed be-
tween the nursery and the drawing-room. In
the highest class, especially in Carolina, there
are many exceptions to this general remark;
and among the young ladies of Boston, there
appeared to me to be, if less of refinement than
in the Carolinians, yet a very agreeable union of
domestic -habits and literary taste, and great
kindness and simplicity of manners.

The third class may comprehend all below
the second ; for in a country where some would
perhaps, resent even the idea of a second class,
this division is sufficiently minute. This class
will include the largest proportion of the Ame-
rican population ; and it is distinguished from
the corresponding classes of my countrymen (the |
little farmers, innkeepers, shopkeepers, clerks,
mechanies, servants, and labourers,) by greater
acuteness and intelligence, more regular habits
of reading, a wider range of ideas, and a greater.
freedom from prejudices, provincialism, and
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- vulgarity. It is distinguished, also, by greater
coldness of mansier ; and this is the first of the
charges against the nation, generally, on which
I shall remark.

As respects the highest classes, I think this
charge is, in a great measure, unfounded ; “their
reception of ‘a stranger, at least appearing to
me as frank and ag warm as in England. To
that part of the population which I have
included in- the third class, the charge attaches
with strict propriety, and in many cases their
coldness amounts to the English “ cut direct.”
At first, it incommoded me excessively, espe-
cially in the women in the country, who showed
it the most; and I have sometimes been dis-
posed to ride on, not in the best temper, when,
arriving at an inn, after a long stage before
breakfast, and asking, very civilly, “ Can we
have breakfast here?” I have received a shrill
“1T reckon so,” from a cold female figure, that
went on in its employments, without deigning
to look at us, or to put any thing in motion to
verify its reckomng In ‘due time, however,
the bread was baked, the chicken killed, and
both made their appearance, with their constant
companions, even in the wildest part of Amenca,
bam, eggs, and coffee. The automaton then
took its place; and if T had been an automaton
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also, the charm would have remained unbroken;
but I do not remember an instance in which the
figure did not converse with good humour
before I rose. Very often, however, our recep-
tion was warm and friendly ; and the wife or
daughter, who poured out my coffee, was frank,
well-bred, obliging, and conversable. The cold-
ness of the men, also, I soon found to be confined
principally to their manner, and to indicate no
indisposition to be sociable and accommodating.
On the contrary, in a route of more than 7000
miles, of which I travelled nearly 2000 on
horseback and the rest in steam-boats and stages,
T have found the various classes as accommo-
dating and obhgmg as in England ; sometimes,
I confess, I have thought more so. Some parts
of Georgia and the Carolinas might, suggest.a
.shghit quahﬁcatlon of this remark ; while East
Tennessee, and the valley of .the Shenandoah,
might almost clalm a warmer eulogium. In the -
course of my route, I have met with only one
instance of personal rudeness, and that too
slight to be mentioned, except for the sake of
literal accuracy. My servant’s i impressions cor-
respond with mine. On questioning him, at the
~ termination of our route, he said, “ he thought
the Americans quite as ready to serve us and
one another as the Enghsh 5 and that they were
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continually - expressing their surprise to find
Englishmen so civil. Now, our civility was
nothing more than would naturally be suggested
by a recollection of the. institutions of the
country through which we were travelling, and a
general desire to be pleased: with friendly inten+
tions, however manifested. ~ The. coldnéss of
manner of the Americans, however, is a-great
defect, and must prejudice travellers: 1:111 they
understand it a little.

With regard to the vanity which is charged
upon them: this foible is admitted by all their
sensible men, who are disgusted with the extra~
vagant: pretensions maintained, in inflated lan-
guage, it their public prints; I-have heard-
some of thern jocosely say, that they éxpect their
countrymen will soon begin to assert that they
are not only the most powerful and the most
learned, but the oldest nation in the world.

In good society, however, I have seldom wit-
nessed this vanity in any remarkable degtee,

and I really think I have seen fnore of it in the
~ Americans I have met with in England, than in
the whole range of my’ observation, since I
landed in this country. “When I have made the
eoncessions, to which-I thought the Americans
fairly entitled, I have not often observed a:dis-
position to push their claims too far; but, on
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the contrary, a readiness to suggest some point
of comparison in which Great Britain has obvi-
ously the advantage. And, without attempting
to defend an acknowledged defect in their cha-
racter, I must confess the Americans have some
excuse for their vanity. Descended (which of
us will dispute it?) from most illustrious ances-
Zors, possessing a territory, perhaps, unequalled
in extent and value, victorious in the infancy of
their history in a struggle for their indepen-
dence, and rising, with unprecedented rapidity,
in the scale of nations, they must be more than
mortal if they were not elated with their condi-
tion ; and if sometimes they may appear to draw
too heavily on the future, and to regard America
rather as what she is to be, than what she is, I
must own that I never yet met with an
American who carried his views of her future
greatness so far as I should be disposed to do if
shie were my country, and if T could be satisfied
of the predominating influence of religious prin-
ciple in her public councils.

" As for the inquisitiveness of the Americans, I
do not think it has been at all exaggerated.—
They certainly are, as they profess to be, a very
inquiring people ; and if we may sometimes be
disposed to dispute the claims of their love of
knowing to the character of a liberal curiosity,
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we must at least adimit that: they make a most
liberal use of every means in their power to-
gratlfy it. T have seldom, however, had any
difficalty in repressing their home questions, if
I wished it, and without offending them; but:
I more frequently amused myself by putting.
them on the rack, civilly, and apparently up-
consciously, eluding their inquiries for a time,:
and then awakening their gratitude by such,a
discovery of myself as I might choese to make.
Sometimes, a man would place himself at my
side in the wilderness, and ride for a mile or
two without ‘the smallest communication be-
tween us, except a slight nod of the head. He.
would, then, perhaps, make some grave remarkf
on the weather; and if I assented,in a mono-’
syllable, he would stick to my side for another
mile or two, when he would commence his
attack. “ I reckon, stranger, you do not belong
to these parts?”-— No, sir; I am not a native of
Alabama.”— I guess you are from the north ?”.

—“No, sir; I am not from the north.” ] guessf
you found the roads. mighty. muddy, and the
creeks swimming.. You are come a long ‘Way,.
T guess ?”—*No, not so.very far; we have tra-
 velled a few hundred miles since we turned our -
faces westward.”—* I guess you have scen' Mr.
, or General —?” (mentioning the na,mes‘
VOL. 1L D
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of-some well-known individuals in the middle-
and southern states, who were to serve as guide-
posts to detect our route;) but, * I have not
the pleasure of knowing any of them,” “1
have the pleasure of knowing all,” equally de-
feated his purpose, but not his hopes. * I reckon,
stranger, you have had a good crop of cotton
this year?”—*] am told, sir, the crops have been
unusually abundant in Carolina and Georgia.”
—“You grow tobacco, then, I guess?” (to track
me to Virginia.) “No ; I do not grow tobacco.”
Here a modest inquirer would give up in des-
pair, and trust to the chapter of accidents to
develope my name and history ; but I generally
rewarded his modesty, and excited his gratitude,
by telling him I would torment him no longer.
The courage of a thorough-bred Yankee*
would rise with his difficulties; and after a
decent interval, he would resume: * I hope no
offence, sir;.but you know we Yankees lose
nothing for want of asking. I guess, stranger,
you are from the old country ?”—* Well, my
friend, you have guessed right at last, and I am
sure you deserve something for your persever-
ance 3 and, now I suppose it will save us both

* .In America, the term Vankee is applied to the natives

of New England only, and is generally used. with an air of
pleasantry
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trouble, “if: T proceed torthe’ second part of the
story, and tell: you where T amgoing;: ‘T.am
going to New Orleans.”—This i really no‘exag
gerated picture : dialogues, not indeed in these
very words; but fo this effect;’ oceurted eontiniue
ally, and some of them more minute and exs -
tended than'T can venture upon-in-a letter, - I
ought,  however; to “say, that ‘many questions
lose much of their familiarity when’ travelling -
in. the wilderness. * Where “are :you from?”
and:“ whither are'you bound ?” do'not appear
impertinént interrogations at sea; and often in
the western ‘wilds T found myself makihg
inquiries, ‘whichi T should have  theught very
free ‘and " edsy *at homé. - And, indeed; why
should-that be"deerned a: breach  of ‘good:-mant
_ ners in North - Ameticd, which'in' South Amnievica
s required by the rules of common politeness ?
“ The Abipones of Paraguay,”says Dobrizhoffer,
“ would think it quite “contrary tb the laws of
good-breeding were they to- meet any’one; ‘aiid
not to ask him where he was' goinig?s so that the
word" ‘miekatle?’ or “mickauchitd? < wheré ‘are
you going ?* resounds in the stréets.” :
The next American™ habit én which T  will
remark, which always oﬁ'ended me extremely, is
the almost universal one of spitting, . without
regard: to -timie, ‘place; or circumstances. “You
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must excuse my alluding to such a topic; butI
eould not in candour emit it; since it is the most
- offensive ‘peculiarity in - American manners.
Many, who are really gentlemen in other
respects, offend in this; and I Tregretted to
. observe ‘the “practice even in the diplomatie
parties at Washington. ' Indeed, in the capitol
“itself, the dignity of the Senate is let down by
this annoying habit. I was there the first session
after it was rebuilt, and as the magnificent and
beautiful balls had been provided with splendid
-carpets; some of the senators appeared at first a
little daunted ; but after looking about m dis-
“tress, and disposing of their diluted tobacco at
first with timidity, and by stealth, they gathered
by degrees the courage common to corporate
bodies; and before I left Washington had
relieved themselves pretty well from the daz-
zling brightness of the brilliant colours under
their feet! It was mortifying to me, to observe
all this in an assembly, -whose proceedings are
‘conducted with so much order and propriety,
and in chambers'so truly beautiful as the Senate
and House of Representatives—the latter the
most beautiful hall I ever saw.*

* The followmg extracts will show that this practice is not
quite so peculiar to America, as ‘many of my countrymen
Suppose. . N o precedent, however, can Jusnfy, in any degree,
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* Another;thing whichhas displeased me, is he
profusion and. waste usually - exhibited ot meals.
Except in the very best society, the .plate. is
often loaded with a variety of viands, and s
dismissed half emptied. . An Englishman “is
shocked at -the liberal portions allotted to the
young ladies, till hefinds they: afford no measure
of the appetites of those to whom they are.sent,
‘who appear tobe as abstemious . asthis.own: fair
country-wormen. Btill, this exhibition of waste .
is always displeasing ; .and when wiewed:in
connexion with the sufferings of so many of.the
populatxon of our. own country, is also distressing.

a habu: 80’ oﬂ'enswe, that it ought not to be tolerated a moment
‘in any ‘soclety; which" pre\ﬁnds to have advanced one step
towards civilizations=es

“ In the evenmg, we vxslteﬂ the Govemor, (at Benger,)
and found an assembly, consisting of some of ‘the principal
people of the city. The gentlemen .were engaged playmg )
whist, with enormous tobacco-pnpes of meerschaum ‘in their
mouths, smoking in the presence of the women, and spitting
on the floor.”—Dr. Clarke's Travels in Scandinavia.:

‘A German lady spits upon the floor of ,her .apartment,
even when it is ‘covered by an' expensive carpet.; and many
attempt to Justify such a breach of :good mannexs-by urgmg
that.it is a practice tolerated even at Court—Jbid. -

“ Bome few things must be conceded to-2 Swede, and you
will make ‘him your fast friend, ‘and the most kind-hearted
and generous of men. - He :must -be allowed to_enter..your
apartments. unbidden and- unknown, upon.the.moment of
your atrival, without any form of mtroduath;l OF_cerexiony ;
to seat himself at your table; spit all over your. floor; fill
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-But the necessaries. of life are here produced in
.abundance, and, -with very few exceptions, are
within the reach of every one, - I only recollect
seeing three beggars since I landed.

" After touching on these points, I do not feel
willing to eonclude my letter without remind-
ing you .of the kindness. and hospitality, the
good sense and intelligence, which I have every
‘where met with ; and of the frequent exhibition
of philanthropic and religious feeling which has
given a peculiar interest to many of the scenes
through which I have passed. The American
character, to be estimated correctly, must ‘be

'your chamber with tobacco-smoke ; ask your name, your
rank, your profession, your age, your country, your cha-
racter, your business, all your pursuits and future plans;
where youl have been, what you are doing, and whither you
are “going; - finally, what you  think of Sweden.  Having
‘answered all these questions, sometimes without his caring at
all about your replies, or attending'to. them, you will find
yourself upon even terms. with him. His house, - his horses,
his wine, &ec. &e. and very often his purse also, are entirely
at your command.”

+¢¢ Some of the habits of the French women, saysMatthews,
must be considered as shockingly offensive. What shall we
say of the spitting about the floor, which is the common prac-
ticé of women as well as men, at all times:and seasons; not
only in domestic-life; but also ‘upon the stage; in the characters
of “leroés ‘and heroines, even in lngh lmpenal tragedy e
Dmr/ of an-Invalid.: ‘

“The ‘sime offensive habit, I am teld, very . genera.}ly pre-
vaild in Spaintand in Ttaly. .
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regarded as.a whole ; and as a whole, it has been
calumniated to a degree: derogatory both to the .
intelligence and the generosity of my country. -
'The Americans have been exasperated into un-
friendly feelings by our real jealousy and appa-
rent contempt ; and their very sensibility to our
good opinion, which they cannot conceal, has
rendered the misrepresentations of our trave]lers
and journalists the more u'mtatmg Americahs
have often asked me if we do not in England
consider them a horde of savages; and when
the question has been proposed to me by a fair
lady, ina handsome drawing-room, furnished
with every article of luxury which money could
procure’ in London or Paris, I found no diff-
culty in acquiescing'in the conclusion’ which'she
seemed to draw from a hasty glance around her,
that $uch ~n idea would not be quite just. "On
such occasions, I have often thought how many
of my candid and liberal female friends would
blush, if they could be introduced for the even-
ing, to-find how erroneous were their prev1ous
ideas of trans-Atlantic society. - ‘But it is when
Joining in religious Worshlp with exemplary and
eminent Christians, or witnessing the extent
and variety -of their benevolent efforts, that 1
most keenly feel the apathy with which, in
England, we are accustomed to regard our
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.American brethren. I really am not without
hopes, that it may yet become the fashion for
ladies of the two countries to exchange visits
across the Atlantic. Then, and perhaps not till
then, will my country-women learn to do justice
-to their Western sisters ;" and leaving it to us,
their knights-errant, to maintain ‘their own
supériority, as in -duty bound, will begin to
think it possible, at least, that intelligence,

refinement, and piety may combine, even onthis - -

side of the Atlantic, to form characters justly
entitled to esteem and affection. The superci-
lious disdain - with ‘which, in many circles, the
very idea of polished society in America is
rejected, would be suppressed by a more correct
estimate of American manners ; ‘and prejudice
would be sycceeded by candour and liberality.
Christian sympathy also would be awakened
towards those unknown distant friends, who,
sprung from the same stock, and speaking the
same language, -profess also the same religion ;
and who, strangers and pilgrims on the earth,
like their European brethren and sisters, are
travelling a thorny road to that better country,
where Christians, of every nation, will be for
ever united in one common family. Lo

My very sensibility to'the unrivalled excel-
lencies of my fair country-women makes me
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additionally solicitous that they, at least, should
be -exempt. from those unchristian prejudices,
which some of my countrymen appear to regard
as proofs of patriotism. The pleasure and exul-
tation with which I have just been hstenmg, in
a large party, to warm eulogiums on Mis.
Hannah More and Mrs. Fry, and some other
of our illustrious females, have rendered me -at
this moment peculiarly susceptible on this
- point; and you must excuse me if I write with
corresponding . earnestness. - The conversation
afterwards turned on the signs of the times in
both countries; and on our rambles in Canada,
,where many of the party had spent the summer.
1t was very pleasant. to compare our adventures
and i impressions. - Montreal and Quebec are so
much like old European towns, and differ so
widely from the airy, expanded cities of the
United States, that an American feels as far
from home, on his first arrival, in a Canadian
city, as I did in the forests on the Mississippi.
.As he looks round him, he feels more and more
ina forelgn land ; and the forelgn language a.nd
gentle manners of the native Canadians con-
firm the impression. The pomp of monarchy,
even when dimly seen in the regalia of a viceroy:
the aristocratical distinctions apparent even in
a colony : the vestiges of the feudal system to
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be traced in. the surrounding seignories; the
nunneries, and the Catholic churches, with their
vesper and matin bells; the priests and friars
walking in the streets, and the boards of
plenary indulgence suspended from the walls,
areall calculated to recall impressions connected
rather with the old world, than with the newly
discovered continent, where man still shares his
divided empire with the beasts of the forest.
Here no gray tower meets the eye, to call back
the imagination to scenes and incidents of elder
times; no monasticedifices, to revive the memory
of ancient superstitions ; no regalia, transmitted
through a line of kings; no feudal magnifi-
cence ; no baronial splendour ; no sacred deposi-
tories of the ashes of generations, who have
slept with their fathers during a thousand years:
all is new, fresh, and prospective ; and ‘if the
mind will take a retrospective glance, it is but
to expatiate in the regions of fancy, or to lose
itself in the clouds which rest on the early his-
tory of the aborigines, But I shall have tired
you. ~
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. Setter XXEX,

. Philadelphia, 6th -Nov. 1820.

~——NEITHER am I able to write to you as
fully as I eould desire on the subject of emigra-
tion to the - United States, upon which you say
you should wish: to hear what oceurs:to me. On.
this difficult and interesting topic, I will.enter
more particularly shortly ; and, in the mean
time, will send you the result of my observations
on the inducements which Canada appeared to
me to offer to English labourers and other per-
sons of little or mo:property.  Fhose observa-
tions were necessarily .both rapid and superfi-
cial ; and my information is proportionably
scanty, although I endeavoured to seize every
opportunity of obtaining intelligence.

The lands which the Government is at present
distributing in Upper Canada lie parallel to the
8t. Lawrence and the Lakes, and constitute a
range of townships.inthe rear of those ‘already
granted. They are said to be no where:above ten
or fifteen miles distant from the old settlements.
Land offices are established in ten different dis-
tricts, in-order to save the emigrantsthe trouble
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of going up to York; but their power is restricted
to grants of a hundred acres. When an emigrant
has chosen the township in which he wishes to
settle, and has complied with the necessary
formalities, he receives, by lot, a location-ticket
for a particular hundred acres, with a condition
that he is not to dispose of them for three years.
The title is not given till-he has performed his
settling- duties ;- which are; to clear five acres
.in - each hundred, and the half of the road in
front. Now these certainly appear to be very
easy -conditions on ‘which 4o obtain' the fee-
simple of ‘a hundred acres: . and the’ proposal
to emigrate must thercfore be a tempting .one
to a-starving labourer or ‘mechanic,

The real inducements, however, are so much
less than  the apparent ones, that although
many would wisely emigrate ‘even with a' full
conviction -of ‘the difficulties’ they had ‘to
encounter, I believe that, at ‘present, there is
not ‘one emigrant in five hundred who does
not - ‘feel Dbitterly 'disappointed on his arrival
at Quebec. Instead of finding himself, as
his confused ideas of geography had led him
to expect, on the very borders of his little
estate, he learns with astonishment that he is
still ‘five hundréd miles from his transatlantic
acres ;' and; if he has no money in his pocket,



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































