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•CHAPTER 12• 

 

 

Remember, Remember  

the Fifth of November. 
 

 
Poor naked Wretches wheresoe‟er ye are 

That bide the pelting of the pitiless storm 

How shall your houseless heads and unfed sides 

Your looped and windowed raggedness, defend you 

From seasons such as these?  

Shakespeare. 

 

 The Unhealthiest Town in England. 
 

Liverpool, as the magistrate Rushton was keenly aware, had some of the worst 

social problems in the country, but they were not unique. Edwin Chadwick whose 

enquiries into the poor laws led to the creation of the Poor Law Unions in 1834, 

published his report on “The Sanitary Condition of the Labouring Population” in 

1842.1 In November two volumes of local reports appeared but the Mercury thought 

Dr. Duncan‟s contribution on Liverpool superficial.  Dr William Duncan was born 

in Seel Street in 1805, studied medicine at Edinburgh, and became a General 

Practitioner in Liverpool where he helped create Liverpool's first Sanitary Act in 
1846 and became the first municipal Medical Officer of Health in 1847.3 

Liverpool‟s population was 230,000 of which 175,000 were working class, and 

7000 were annually infected by fever because of the poor conditions; in particular 

poor ventilation, poor refuse disposal, drainage and sewerage, overcrowding, and 

lack of cleanliness.  Duncan described the dark, damp, poorly ventilated and dirty 

underground cellars inhabited by many of the poor. In many cases they had no 

windows and the door was below street level. Some were so low it was impossible 

to stand upright and frequently the floor was of bare earth. They were 3000 

inhabited cellars with 35-40,000 occupants.2 

Adam Hodgson joined the local branch of the Health of Towns movement but 

it was not his first interest in the subject. He was a life member of the British 
Association and member of the Statistical Section, whose president was Lord 

Sandon, and one of the secretaries, his cousin William Rathbone Greg. He attended 

the 1837 meeting of the association in Liverpool and presented information on the 
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number of cellar and court dwellings. The Manchester Statistical Society had 

presented data on the number of these dwellings with a supplement covering 

Liverpool. Extrapolating from the numbers of inhabitants per cellar in Manchester it 

estimated that almost 20% of the working population of Liverpool inhabited cellars 

which caused some disbelief. Next day Hodgson returned with the latest figures, 
and there were almost 370 more cellars in Liverpool than reported because of recent 

building in Toxteth, where almost every new house had a cellar.4 

The Liverpool branch of the Health of Towns Association was formed at a 

public meeting in April 1845 in the Sessions House, Chapel Street. The Mayor, 

James Lawrence, took the chair and there was wide cross party and religious 

support and so William Rathbone, Edward and John Cropper and Adam Hodgson 

were all present. Attendance was described as respectable though not numerous.5 

Thomas Blackburn, a member of the Health Committee, gave figures on the annual 

mortality of various towns; 1 in 37, for Birmingham, 1 in 36 for Leeds, 1 in 32 for 

Sheffield and Bristol, 1 in 29 for Manchester, and 1 in 28 for Liverpool. The 

average age of death in part of London was 26½, in Leeds 21, in Manchester 20, in 

Bolton 19, and in Liverpool 17. By comparing healthy and unhealthy places they 
hoped to form conclusions leading to improvements. Liverpool had proposed a 

sanitary Bill in 1802 which had failed because of opposition from the parishioners. 

It had been framed to remedy the causes of the great Goree fire, and contained 

stipulations about the size and drainage of courts and the habitation of cellars. The 

cellars formed centres of contagion and there were 700 closed courts which should 

be opened up but to do so they needed more powers.  

Adam Hodgson said the subject was common ground, and the sooner sectarian 

and party feelings were done away with, and all met on neutral ground, to promote 

the general good the better. No-one could read the reports of the sanitary committee 

on the evils associated with the conditions of the poor without feeling a 

responsibility to remove them. Fifty years ago the subject had been brought up by 
Dr Currie when about 9000 people occupied cellars which were one of the causes of 

fever. If measures had been taken then, “which they were now going to adopt, much 

of the evil which was now visible, might have been prevented.” It would require 

pecuniary sacrifices but sickness and disease, meant many people were cut off and 

their families deprived of the means of support, thus money expended in other ways 

could be applied and the community at large would materially benefit.  

Samuel Holme railed against the monopolies of the water companies – a 

considerable issue in Liverpool at the time for although there was abundant water 

100 feet below the surface it was only doled out three days a week. In some places 

they could only obtain water on Monday and Friday. He asked whether they could 

expect morality when people were herded like swine. Duncan pleaded for greater 

awareness; some men of influence still did not see the need for reform. The average 
age of death between 1784 and 1810 was 25, for gentry 43, tradesmen 23½, and 

operatives 18¼. Now the average age of death was 20, but for gentry it was still 43, 

whilst tradesmen had fallen to 19 and operatives to 16. Districts most deficient in 

sewerage, cleanliness, and ventilation had the highest mortality and the most 

disease. Whilst “the poor would never cease out of the land” if they could not 

supply them with abundant clothing and cheap food, they could at least provide 

clean air and water.  
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William Rathbone said there were 40,000 people living like hogs in the town, 

despite emptying 1,214 out of 7,011 cellars since July 1844. A Mr. Banner rose and 

said a great part of what had been said ought to be withheld, lest it injure the town. 

Adam Hodgson rose to protest against any such wilful suppression.  

The meeting resolved; that the unhealthiness of the town required immediate 
attention. The causes could be removed by improvements to ventilation, sewage, 

cleansing, water supply and places of interment. That it was as much a matter of 

economy as benevolence since unsanitary conditions caused disease and shortened 

life, and increased the amount of widowhood, pauperism and orphanage and finally 

that legislation would be necessary. A committee was elected composed of the 

mayor, the Senior Rector and Senior Churchwarden along with the senior 

physicians and surgeons from the hospitals and dispensaries. Also elected were 

Adam Hodgson, Thomas Blackburn, James Cropper, Edward Cropper, William 

Rathbone, and Ambrose Lace. 

Adam Hodgson played an important role chairing monthly meetings, and 

organising lectures and publicity for the Association. By May 1845 they were 

holding lectures on health matters amid a growing realisation that Liverpool was the 
unhealthiest town in England.6,7 The society began a periodical, the Health of Towns 

Advocate, to publicise the subject and provide information.8 In September the 

society called a meeting to form a society of working men9 which was led by the 

mayor, James Lawrence, accompanied by Thomas Thornley M.P., William 

Rathbone, Adam Hodgson, Thomas Blackburn, Samuel Holme, and Ambrose Lace 

among many others.10 Blackburn spoke on the difference in the health of town and 

country and between different towns and Liverpool stood at the bottom of the list, 

its mortality higher than anywhere else. He deprecated the cellar dwellings, the lack 

of privies, the open cesspools and the lack of public cleansing of even large public 

streets. The sewerage of the town was inadequate, many small streets had no sewers 

because of the poor water supply. He proposed an Act of Parliament to allow the 
corporation to borrow a £250,000. This would result in a tax of £10,000 on the 

borough, but there would be a reduction in poor rates, and less demand on private 

charity.  

The Rev. Hampton said the town had a reputation scarcely surpassed by “that 

grave of Englishmen, Sierra Leone.” In Bell Street the whole surface was covered 

with filth and water. In Atkinson Court there were eight houses sharing one privy 

with no underground drain and filth lay on the ground to be washed away by the 

rain. Bell court had 16 houses, two privies and no drain. In Gardener‟s court there 

were ten houses and one privy but five houses had no water. In Ryan‟s Court there 

were ten houses with two privies and five houses with no water. In Rigby Court 

there were nine houses and only one privy with one water tap which was only on 

three times a week and sometimes it was off before they could all get their turn. In 
Harrington Street there were five privies, but the bad paving allowed the filth to 

flow into the cottages. In Peaceable Place there were fifteen houses and one privy 

which was unapproachable, the seat covered in filth to a depth of 18 inches.  

Samuel Holme maintained that morality could not be improved in these 

conditions. Typhus was never absent from Liverpool, arising in the poorer areas 

epidemics had recently affected Edge Hill and Everton. He contrasted the wealth of 

the port, exemplified by its public buildings, with Crosbie Street. It seemed strange 
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that wealth poured in from across the globe when 30,000 people lived in a state in 

which he would be sorry to place his horses. 

Thomas Ganby, an operative tailor, said the tailors had held two meetings on 

the subject and found they were paying more money into their sick fund than any 

other town in the country. He asked masters to provide better places of work and to 
pay a fair day‟s wage. The recent typhus fever in Everton and Mount Pleasant might 

well have come from a garment made in a court in Vauxhall Road. 

Adam Hodgson moved a vote of thanks to the Mayor saying his Mayoralty 

marked the start of a new era, in which efforts to improve the physical and moral 

condition of the working classes had begun. The meeting resolved that all large 

towns suffered alarming mortality and disease from local causes capable of 

removal. That many of the causes could only be removed with the co-operation of 

the working class who should make themselves conversant with public health.  

In October the Health of Towns committee recommended that the Council 

apply for powers under Lord Lincoln‟s bill for improving sewerage and drainage.11 

They also recommended that Liverpool‟s three sources of water be amalgamated 

and supplied co-operatively and action taken to reduce smoke from furnaces , 
boilers and ferry steamers by increasing fuel efficiency. Blackburn urged the 

opening up of courts and the widening of streets but suddenly went off at a tangent 

saying he was withdrawing from the council over the Maynooth affair.  Blackburn 

was a liberal dissenter opposed to state interference in religious affairs but also 

opposed the course pursued by the council over the corporation schools. These 

issues drove a wedge between Tory and reformer in Liverpool. The council, under 

the Mayoralty of McNeile‟s ally David Hodgson, another ultra Tory evangelical, 

required the corporation schools to administer prayers to all pupils, including 

Catholics, along with readings from the Authorised Version of the Bible – at least 

one teacher had resigned over this.  

Adam Hodgson did not take quite share the same views as McNeile and his 
namesake David Hodgson for his attendance at meetings of reformers and Tories 

clearly marks him as a free-trade Tory. In November 1846 a public meeting was 

called by Mayor George Hall Lawrence to petition for a reduction in the duty on 

tea.12 Also present were William Brown M.P., along with Robertson Gladstone, 

Adam Hodgson, Hugh Hornby, William Rathbone, T. B. Horsfall, and John 

Cropper.  

Adam Hodgson said he was confident that they were near the end of the 

exertions in which many of them had been engaged for thirty years. It was quite 

notorious and known to all that a large proportion of all crime and destitution could 

be traced to habits of intemperance. “An increased supply of a cheap, nutritious, 

and popular beverage, would ... have the effect of extending our commerce and 

manufactures, ... but ... would confer one of the greatest boons on our own 
population... there was scarcely any sanitary measure proposed, ...that would have 

a stronger tendency to produce the desired objects than a reduction of the duty on 

tea.” 

Adam Hodgson‟s work with the Health of Towns Society continued 

throughout 1845 and 1846. In November 1845 the Society reported to the Highways 

Board on the inadequate supply of water and its high cost, recommending a daily or 

continuous supply.13 The committee doubted they could provide a continuous 
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supply but a better supply would result from works being constructed in Green 

Lane. They hoped to place pumps and fountains around the town but Acts of 

parliament were needed to further extend the water mains. The Health of Towns 

Advocate reported on the Physical Causes of Mortality and Disease14 and refuted the 

idea that it was caused by the numbers of destitute emigrants whose presence made 
the town appear healthier than it was.  

In August 1846 Hodgson chaired a meeting in the Concert Hall for a public 

lecture by Dr Guy. Guy was professor of forensic medicine at King's College, 

London, and honorary secretary of the Statistical Society from 1843 to 1868.15, 16 He 

gave evidence to the commission on the health of towns in 1844 and took part in 

founding the Health of Towns Association. In February 1847 Adam Hodgson spoke 

at the Health of Town‟s monthly lecture to the working classes in the North 

Corporation School Room.17 The main talk was given by Hugo Reid who lectured 

on the impurity of the air, and noted that in the last weekly return for London, out of 

1153 deaths only 69 were from old age, and 484 were from disease of the 

respiratory organs. Adam Hodgson congratulated them on the position the 

movement occupied and referred to their former ignorance when they had imagined 
this was one of the healthiest towns in the kingdom; instead of being at the bottom 

of the scale. He had no doubt steps would be speedily taken to ensure great and 

permanent improvement. 

The 2nd Annual meeting of the Health of Towns Association was held in 

February 1847 and Dr Duncan read the report, which covered the passing of a local 

sanitary act, steps taken to reduce smoke and to remove manure and refuse. 18 A 

measure was before parliament to enable the supply of 45 gallons of water per 

inhabitant daily. It was the first town in England to establish baths and wash houses 

for the poor in Paul Street at a cost of £9000. Lectures to the working classes had 

been held weekly last winter and monthly this winter.  However, The Advocate was 

going bi-monthly rather than weekly with a short tract issued on alternate months. 
They had been forced to economise and give up their offices in Fenwick Street and 

to reduce the print run of the Advocate from 2000 to 1000 copies.  

 

Famine. 
 

Despite the financial issues the Annual Meeting of the Health of Towns 

Association had been self assured; they were making progress, if slowly. Then 
matters took a decided turn for the worse. Concern was growing about the 

increasing influx of migrants from Ireland into the poorer districts. In January the 

magistrates met to discuss petitioning government.19 The Mayor took the chair and 

present, among others, were Adam Hodgson, Thomas Sands, Edward Rushton, 

William Rathbone, William Earle, and Hugh Hornby. The mayor said, they were all 

aware of the immense numbers of unhappy people who landed daily and brought 

with them distress and misery. He did not think the matter was understood in 

London and it was their duty to lay the facts before the legislature.  

Rushton read a memorial he had prepared; people were brought before him as 

the magistrate and he soon found the vagrancy law must be suspended or they 

would fill their gaols with people who would be better fed than they had ever been 
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before. He praised the parochial authorities for the prompt manner in which they 

had acted. Each magistrate signed the petition proposed by Samuel Holme and 

seconded by Adam Hodgson, which was to be presented to the commons by Lord 

Sandon and to the Lords by Brougham.20  

The Select Vestry also wrote to the Secretary of State in January19 and his 
reply was not what they wanted to hear. The minister knew of no means to prevent 

the Irish poor coming to England, nor of any fund to repay the parish its 

extraordinary expenses. They also appealed to the Poor Law Commissioners who 

asked whether the present mode of giving relief was adequate. The Commissioners 

would sanction new plans including an increase in officers to meet the situation. 

Rector Brooks commented, “That is to say they will allow us to go to any expense 

but will give us no money.” Others suggested they petition parliament or they would 

have all Ireland there. Someone said, “When they‟ve all come away from Ireland we 

can people it with a better set.” Mr. Hart said, “a great many deceptions were being 

practiced .. and they should adopt means of detecting this by visiting the poor at 

their residence.” Mr. Riding said that when some destitute children were taken to a 

house by the relieving officer he found four mould candles burning in brass 
candlesticks, and whisky being drunk. Mr. Stearns pointed out that this was a wake 

over a dead child. “It might appear to be extravagance. It was not so in reality.” 

They needed more relieving officers so that Liverpool‟s poor would not be 

neglected by attendance solely on the influx of Irish. They had three soup shops and 

there were three charities active in the town. Someone suggested that after relieving 

the Irish poor they should ship them back. Brooks said it would be impossible to do 

it legally. They discussed petitioning parliament. Brooks said, winter would be over 

before they could get anything done in parliament. He asked if anyone could 

propose a remedy. Someone said, “A Poor Law for Ireland.” Someone suggested 

shipping them off by cheap trains to the large towns between Liverpool and 

London. Mr. Austin said the North Western Company would take them if the Vestry 
would pay but they would be indicted for it. Rev. Brooks said he was afraid they 

could do nothing but talk and adjourned the meeting.  

For the week ending January 16th relief had been provided for 10,286 on 

Monday increasing to 12,648 on Saturday, compared to 98 and 118 the year before.  

19 The cost was £300 12s 6½d compared to £26 6s. Brooks argued for the need to 

combat imposture. He gave examples of deliberate fraud which was not confined to 

the Irish, two examples were of Liverpool women asking for relief whose husbands 

were in work. In Lace-street there was an alarming amount of fever and the 

outbreak of an epidemic was feared. They needed to go from out-door to in-door 

relief in order to get control of the situation. Mr Blanchard was in difficulties with 

his bread contract; the price of grain had risen since the contract was placed, and the 

amount required had greatly increased. Finally they drafted a petition to parliament 
stating the numbers normally relieved and the consequences of the present influx, 

pleading, “the accidental circumstance of the parish of Liverpool containing the 

most convenient landing places for persons arriving in this country from Ireland, 

can be no just or reasonable excuse for fastening upon the parish of Liverpool so 

unequal a proportion of the distress occasioned by the national calamity.”  

In February the Select Vestry adopted a plan suggested by the assistant poor 

law commissioner.21 The town was divided into twelve districts each with two 
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relieving officers to ensure no relief was given without a home visit. The new 

system dramatically reduced the outlay but it still remained enormous. For the week 

ending 30th of January total reliefs given were 147,593. In same period last year it 

was 500 and the cost had risen from £13. 11s. to almost £402. For the week ending 

February 6th, after the plan‟s adoption, reliefs fell to 55,549 at a cost of nearly £228.  
The previous Sunday 2500 immigrants had landed and the average arriving 

each day was 900. They despaired; if this continued it would be impossible to 

relieve or accommodate them all. They prepared a notice to parishioners, “The 

Select Vestry believing that they have made sufficient arrangements for the relief of 

real destitution, respectfully but earnestly request the inhabitants to give no money 

to unknown beggars in the street, but to relieve all unknown applicants through 

those societies which employ experienced visitors – the District Provident Society, 

the Charitable Society and the Strangers Friend Society.” In the end they postponed 

issuing the dismal notice until after the next meeting since the matter had received 

plenty of publicity.  

In March the Council heard from Dr. Duncan that in several districts fever was 

unusually prevalent. Lace Street was worst affected with 27 cases.22 If things 
continued Liverpool was at the beginning of the most severe epidemic it had seen 

for years. The Select Vestry established an Irish Relief Committee and its March 

meeting heard there were over 1,800 patients on the books.22 In a cellar in Westview 

four people were lying in one bed with fever. In a cellar in Downe Street 14 were 

living together. In a cellar in Crosby Street, where eight people had died of fever, 37 

were living together. A cellar in Thomas Street was crowded with people suffering 

from an admixture of diseases including fever, diarrhoea, small pox and measles. 

Outdoor relief was being provided for over 11,000 costing around £500. The 

average number of arrivals per day from Ireland was 1,700 and the previous Sunday 

3,700 had arrived.  

The Health of Towns Association met in March to prepare memorials to the 
Home Secretary for assistance stating that the poor could not get more relief here 

than at home and by crowding into already overcrowded parts of the town they 

risked serious calamity.23 On March 18th
 Brougham again raised the question of the 

Irish poor in Parliament. Rushton had informed him that they were being paid to 

leave the country by Irish Landlords and that money sent for relief was being 

similarly abused. Lord Grey for the government denied this was happening except 

in isolated cases.24 

In April the Select Vestry heard that fever amongst the Irish Paupers was 

increasing and they were arriving in still greater numbers; 3,800 had landed last 

Sunday.25 The Annual Vestry set the poor rate at three shillings in the pound; an 

increase of 11d, much less than feared. They also discussed rumours that the Bank 

of England was applying for the suspension of Peel‟s banking act to increase the 
circulation. They discussed William Rathbone‟s visit to Cork to assist in the 

distribution of relief from the United States and the imminent arrival in Liverpool of 

the Jamestown sloop of war from Boston with food and clothing.26 

In late April they heard a deputation from the Health of Towns Association for 

Abercromby Ward who wanted the fever sheds at the top of Mount Pleasant 

removed because they created alarm.27 The Vestry replied that the sheds were 

erected to meet the emergency and there was no danger to the inhabitants. One 
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member, referring to the cholera outbreak of 15 years ago, pointed out that they 

“seemed to have forgotten that at the time the cholera sheds were erected in the 

Haymarket no complaints were made.” Between 10,000 and 13,000 were being 

given outdoor relief each day at a weekly cost of £700 over the previous year. On 

the other hand over 40,000 Irish had emigrated to America since last December. Mr 
Evans, the governor of the workhouse, reported that his fever wards were full; “to 

send them away was to send them to perish in the streets, to admit them was to risk 

the lives of all the inmates. If ... things continued his establishment would be 

converted into one vast lazar-house.”28 

The chairman had a letter from Sir George Grey about the inhabitants of 

Wexford paying the passage of 250 emigrants aboard the Rochester which had been 

wrecked making 130 people chargeable to the parish. There was no law to prohibit 

this. They should be removed under the Poor Law Removals Act whose amendment 

was being considered in the commons. The chairman wryly observed that if they 

sent 10 or 20,000 Irish Paupers up to London they would be charged with a 

misdemeanor. Sir George Grey‟s remedies were impracticable as the law stood. He 

then read yet another petition to both houses of parliament citing the grievous injury 
to the parishioners. Since January 152,174 had arrived and only 48,136 had 

emigrated, “leaving 104,038, who are either wandering about the town of Liverpool 

... or spreading as mendicants throughout the whole kingdom...” The Poor Law 

Removals Act could not be put into force. The number of immigrants was 

increasing, and would increase further as the weather improved. The financial 

burden was the least of their complaints as the immigrants arrived with infectious 

diseases - dysentery, diarrhoea, small-pox, and typhus - and spread disease and 

death among an otherwise healthy population. Three relieving officers had died of 

typhus and one was dangerously ill. One medical officer was dead, another 

dangerously ill. One of the nurses of the Lying-in Hospital was dead; another ill. 

654 paupers have been buried in the Workhouse Cemetery during the last month. In 
one month interments had nearly equaled half the previous annual amount. They 

deplored the miseries of the Irish poor and were anxious to relieve them. The 

distressed Irish should be relieved at home and prevented from spreading sickness 

and death amongst the towns and villages of England. The recent Irish poor law 

would not relieve the parish and pauper vagrants would continue to flock in. They 

called for restrictions on pauper vagrants leaving Irish ports. They wanted the cost 

of relief and of burials removed from the parochial rate and taken from the Irish 

Relief Fund. 

Copies were sent to Lord Sandon in the Commons and Lord Brougham in the 

Lords; a thousand copies were printed and sent to every member of the Lords and 

Commons. Campbell reported on his recent meetings with Grey and Sandon. Grey 

had told him that modifications of the removal act should help to relieve the people 
of Liverpool. Rushton was of the opinion that it would be ineffective and was in 

London to see what he could do. Grey would not consider re-imbursing Liverpool 

from the Irish Relief Fund and they were entirely on their own resources. They must 

give all the accommodation they could to the sick and increase the medical staff – a 

liberal expenditure now would be a wise economy in preventing the spread of fever 

and an enormous increase in expense. A memorial from Mr Lowndes stated that the 

parish must provide a new cemetery as the present one was now full. 
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In May those in favour of calling a public meeting to consider measures to 

check the influx of Irish paupers met in the Clarendon rooms.28 Rushton took the 

view that the meeting would only create alarm and would achieve no more than had 

already been done with the Irish Vagrancy Act and the Irish Relief Bill now before 

parliament. Nevertheless there was a strong desire for a meeting and a good deal of 
anger. Richard Harbord took the chair among “a numerous attendance of 

merchants, tradesmen and medical men.” They were willing to do what they could 

for the Irish poor but why should Liverpool be plundered by the Irish Landlords? 

One view was that a petition might be more advisable than a meeting but “when 

they saw the Poor Law Commissioners … urging them to build more sheds as if they 

were to be the wardens of all the poor of Ireland; when having spent thousands of 

pounds, they were called on to spend thousands more, when they all ran great risk 

of fever, when they were threatened with further inundation, when America had 

passed laws to check emigration from Ireland, when there was practically no 

emigration from Ireland but to Liverpool, … and when they saw that government 

was doing nothing to relieve the parish which was now overflowing, … they ought 

to persevere with the requisition.” Someone suggested going up to London with the 
largest possible delegation of paupers. They resolved unanimously to proceed with a 

requisition to the mayor. 

The pressure from Liverpool did have some effect. In May the Privy Council 

instructed the superintendent of quarantine to give the parish authorities two 

lazarettos for the use of the sick.28 The customs authorities were directed to board all 

passenger vessels arriving from Ireland which had to hoist a yellow flag until 

medical staff had removed any sick to the lazarettos. Commanders of vessels from 

Ireland who landed a second time with sick on board would be quarantined. 

In May the quarterly table of mortality to 31st of March appeared.29 The 

registrar reported “The disastrous effect of the immigration of the Irish poor ... 

increased during the winter quarter.  Deaths in Liverpool, were 3,068, 1,134 more 
than the winter quarter of 1846. Noting the reports for Liverpool, Manchester, 

Stockport and Preston the Mercury commented; “the authorities ....have made every 

provision in their power for the relief of the unfortunate people. For thousands of 

the Irish peasantry they have found food; for thousands graves; and many of their 

officers and townsmen have fallen in the courageous duties thrown on them, - in one 

sense a national calamity – in another a national crime!”  

The Registrar of Howard Street reported a great increase in mortality due to 

the Irish paupers bringing “The Irish Fever.” Hundreds were suffering from 

diarrhoea and dysentery when they arrived. Everything possible had been done for 

them by the Select Vestry but so many were pouring in that little could be done to 

prevent a great increase in mortality. “Perhaps there is not a parallel case to 

Liverpool for the last two months, in the history of the country.” Dale Street had an 
increase of 183 deaths over the previous quarter and in Lace street there had 

been112 deaths. In St Thomas‟ Deaths were 362, considerably above the average. In 

Mount Pleasant Deaths were over 500 including 267 at the workhouse where 

“There has been greater mortality... than in the whole of the rest of the district due 

to the great number of Irish paupers.” 

The Mercury was much put out by the sneering of Sir James Graham, former 

Home Secretary, against the stipendiary magistrate who “owing to some 
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conscientious crochet had refused to put the vagrancy law into operation”.34 The 

Mercury agreed that the vagrancy law had not been enforced, not for the reasons 

stated but because there was “not a tithe of prison room enough for the thousands 

and thousands of paupers flocking to Liverpool.” Meanwhile the lazaretto Akbar 

was fitted up with cooking apparatus, beds, bedding and stores for fever patients 
arriving from Ireland. A small steamer was acquired to communicate between the 

Akbar and the shore. Another vessel, the Newcastle, was also being readied. Fever 

was rapidly increasing in the lower districts of the town where the Irish were 

densely crowded together. There were some 3000 cases of fever under treatment. 

The Irish were still flooding in but in somewhat reduced numbers; 7,764 had arrived 

in the last seven days.30 

The Select Vestry received another deputation from Abercromby ward in 

May.30 Dr Sutherland for the Abercromby residents said there was some difference 

of opinion on the danger from the fever sheds. Some thought the sphere of 

contagion less than others. The health of the town was not so bad as they might 

imagine from the amount of fever that prevailed, which existed almost exclusively 

in the north end. An epidemic might appear, and they were at the beginning of a 
pestilence of no ordinary character. If he had his way he would not use the sheds but 

would remove all fever cases outside the boundary of Liverpool. 

Rector Brooks said it was all very well to say the sheds should be taken out of 

town but not so easy to say where they should go. Sutherland said the government 

had promised as many lazarettos as they needed. The chairman replied that they 

were to get three but had only one at present and it would be some time before they 

got more and they could only be partly used as the lower decks were unsuitable. The 

sheds could not have been placed in a better place. They were in an open situation; 

the fever ward had never been known to communicate contagion. The land belonged 

to the parish and they did not have to seek it out and buy it. Mr. Proctor wanted to 

know if the vestry had taken into account before it decided to build these sheds that 
the fever hospital, the workhouse, St. Mary‟s Cemetery and the slaughter house 

were all in Abercromby ward and having been built on Moslake fields it was the 

worst drained ward in town.  

Mr Kaye thought the fever patients should be drafted onto the lazarettos. 

Brooks pointed out that they had been given for arrivals from Ireland. Dr Sutherland 

contradicted him saying, as one of the deputation who had met Sir George Grey, 

that the ships were given for the use of the people of Liverpool, and they might used 

for the accommodation of the three or four fever patients on each vessel from 

Ireland. The chairman was in no mood to tolerate naivety of this sort, “Three of four 

patients in one vessel! Why this morning I saw one of the relieving officers at the 

other end of the town, and he told me there were twenty or thirty cases every day, 

and that some of them were in such a state that they lay dead in the yard!” 
A letter was read from Duncan to the Poor Law Commissioners saying he saw 

no reason not to use the sheds and the danger to health was purely imaginary. Mr. 

Neill protested against the sheds being used and said they might all live to lament it. 

Mr. Bennet remarked that if they all lived to lament it; it would not be much of an 

epidemic. He said they had 3000 cases of fever and accommodation for only 1000. 

The fever hospital at the workhouse contained 500, the hospital in Great Howard 
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Street 3 or 4 hundred. They agreed to fit up the sheds and lazarettos with all possible 

speed. 

The Mayor convened the public meeting in May in the Sessions House, “to 

take into consideration the best means to be adopted to relieve the rate-payers from 

burdens likely to be entailed upon them by the influx of Irish paupers, and to guard 
against the spread of disease.”30 The mayor mentioned his wish to avoid alarm but 

was reassured by the respectable composition of the meeting. He was alarmed at the 

invasion of the town by thousands of Irish poor who ought to be maintained by Irish 

property. He would not countenance any move to transport the Irish to London or 

other towns as had been suggested. He called on Rushton to review the position. He 

was received with loud applause and said he would give an exact history of what 

had taken place “with respect to the lamentable influx of these wretched, broken 

down, and distressed Irish people.” His attention had been drawn to it in November 

by the increased number of vagrants brought before him. He realised the numbers 

would end the Vagrant Act in Liverpool.  “The overseer of the poor brought a 

woman before him for begging; she had six children; they had just landed from 

Ireland and the time between her landing and her becoming a claimant for relief 
was exactly the time it took to walk from the steam-boat to the Parish office.” A 

clear case of vagrancy was made out, and the woman committed to prison. The 

overseer said if he did that he would have to take charge of the children, one in 

arms, one an infant and two who could just walk and he would have to hire a nurse. 

Rushton asked him if he could take the mother. He did so and “from that day to this 

it had been impossible to vindicate the law against vagrancy in Liverpool.” There 

were so many beggars that “if they committed a tithe of them, the gaol, which ought 

to contain no more than 300 but in which there were now 600 prisoners, must have 

been able to accommodate 10,000.”  

For some weeks the authorities managed as best they could. On January13th, 

Rushton ordered a count of all those landing destitute from Ireland; that now came 
to 156,338 people. Between November 1st and the 13th of January at least 40,000 

had landed making the total 196,338. Deducting emigration to the United States left 

137,529 destitute people in the town and environs. Of the 350,000 inhabitants some 

35,000 lived in cellars; 27,000 of which lived in cellars unfit for human habitation, 

below the legal size and without access to a privy. “The magistrates had set to work 

... to clear out these cellars, but the influx of the Irish had beaten the law there.” 

(cries of hear, hear) The act was entirely inoperative. (more cries of hear) It had not 

been suspended by the stipendiary magistrate as Sir James Graham was pleased to 

say. The law had been beaten, and the force against them left them no alternative; 

and these wretched abodes instead of being filled with one family were filled to 

suffocation with numerous individuals, in all states of disease and very often the 

dead, the dying, and the healthy were crowded together in the same habitation. 
(cries of hear hear) It was in these places that the catholic priests went down to 

death; it was in these places that their brave overseers had caught fever. It was in 

these places, which they could not clean out, that that fatal disease was generated, 

which threatened, ... to spread the calamity generally through the town.”  

In January the authorities had petitioned the legislature and Sir James Graham 

had said the law for removal of the Irish had been suspended in Liverpool. 

Examining the Act, they found they must issue a summons, but they had no power 
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to enforce it. If they attended and a case was made out, they could send them back. 

But there was a right of appeal in Ireland in case they were sent to the wrong place. 

Considering the legal difficulties and the numbers involved it could not be right to 

increase the suffering of these wretched people in protracted controversy. A bill 

before parliament would give them power of removal.  
They needed accommodation for 1,500 fever patients. They needed a bill for 

the relief of the Irish at home, and a bill to send the Irish home; in the mean time 

they should encourage the authorities so that they “might at least sustain these poor 

creatures as Christian men ought to sustain those who were suffering.” 

Mr John Taylor made some remarks about Lord Stanley‟s involvement as an 

Irish Landlord; perhaps he could put up the Irish Paupers at Knowsley Park. 

Someone suggested the Irish sick should go the lazarettos and the sheds used for 

housing the poor from the cellars. Mr Earle thought it a pretty suggestion indeed to 

build sheds for 40,000 Irish poor. Finally Rathbone spoke of his visit to Ireland and 

deprecated the Irish Landlords for the way they were starving the Irish poor. 

By May 19th the Select Vestry had over 800 inmates in the workhouse with 

fever, most of the nurses were ill and they desperately needed more.31  Mr. Horsley 
said that people did not arrive with fever but caught it in the cellars and until these 

were shut up, if they built 40 sheds, fever would increase. Mr Bennett suggested 

filling up the cellars; it would be better for people to sleep in the streets. The mayor 

had ordered tents to be put up by the workhouse for housing the displaced. They 

agreed to liaise with the council about filling up cellars which did not conform to 

the Sanitary Act. An offer of two additional lazarettos from the admiralty was 

accepted and they agreed to request two more. 

On June 8th they heard that reliefs for the week were 57,701 at a cost of £721 

9s compared to 410 last year at a cost of £10 12s 6d.32 However, arrivals from 

Ireland were decreasing and no instances of fever had been found. The parish was in 

debt by £6,000, collectors were ordered to collect the rates as soon as possible. 
Expenditure on coffins for the week was £126, for the previous week it was £160. 

The workhouse had 1,988 inmates including 900 fever patients with some patients 

housed in the chapel and committee room. The Akbar was in use with 31 patients 

on board and the surgeon reported them to be convalescent and terribly hungry. 

Three lazarettos were getting ready; Newcastle would only be fit for convalescent 

cases but with the Akbar they would have room for 300. Unless more vigorous steps 

were taken to close the cellars they might go on providing fever sheds until the end 

of the year. There were 1,270 fever cases requiring removal to hospital. Mr Bennet 

said the health committee would cooperate with the vestry to close the cellars if 

provision were made for fever cases. 

At the 30th of June Vestry meeting they had a copy of Orders in council 

forbidding deck passengers on steamers and sailing vessels entering the port.33 They 
proposed erecting a shed capable of holding 300 paupers prior to their removal to 

Ireland. The Mercury reported on July 2 that there was no diminution of the number 

of paupers arriving which were, on Monday 314, Tuesday 2,061, Wednesday 340; 

they also reported 2,710 fever cases in the town, 1,407 in the hospitals and requiring 

removal to hospital, 1,834.34 The New Poor Law Removal Bill provided that every 

person coming for relief could be taken before a magistrate for an order for 

immediate removal to his own country. The Select Vestry of July 13
th

 heard that the 
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Workhouse cemetery would be filled in the course of another week but St Martins 

had accommodation for 15,000. Arrivals from Ireland for the week were 4,737 as 

against 3,563 the week before but the majority were able bodied.35 

The Vestry began removals at the beginning of July with a first instalment of 

200 people.36 They closed the district relieving offices and opened a large shed in 
Vulcan Street near the docks to confine those who received the parish bounty until a 

steamboat sailed for the Irish port nearest their own parish. The magistrates attended 

daily to sign removal orders.  Patients on the lazarettos and in the fever hospitals 

were kept in the convalescent sheds until fit to be removed. The health committee 

had begun clearing cellars in the diseased parts of town. Informations had been laid 

against 56 owners of pest-houses in Lace Street, Midghall Street, and Stockdale 

Street and against the owners of courts in Kitchen Street. The officers planned to lay 

fifty informations daily until all cellars were cleared. 

The occupiers of houses who let their cellars to lodgers were brought before 

Rushton.37 The lodgers were Irish immigrants, and in nearly all the cellars fever was 

raging. Rushton imposed fines of 20s and costs, and threatened a similar fine every 

day the cellars continued occupied. He admitted he could not clear the cellars if 
there was nowhere for them to go. Arrangements were made for the occupants to be 

admitted to fever wards if sick, or into the workhouse. When the next batch of 

twenty four cases was tried Inspector Dalton said the governor of the workhouse 

maintained it was full, and would soon be as bad as the Black Hole of Calcutta. The 

Select Vestry proposed taking some warehouses, to accommodate 500 as they only 

had accommodation for 207 fever patients. Mr Rushton said “I hope you told them 

we would not put anyone out unless places were provided for them,” and they 

agreed to follow up progress on a daily basis. 

The Mercury trumpeted the miraculous effect of the Irish Removal Acts saying 

many had left for the interior.37 The act had “quickened the steps of the lame, given 

health to the sick, and bread to those who before pretended to be on the point of 
famishing... the money of the good-natured people of this town will not be 

squandered by supporting in idleness and filth the thousands who have for some 

time been preying upon them.”  

 By the end of July the Lancaster was found unfit for use as a hospital ship.38 

The superintendent of the Akbar had died of fever and his wife and the surgeon and 

his assistant were all sick. The Irish relief committee reported a great decrease in 

expenditure on the Irish poor; many were going back to Ireland and others up 

country. 

The registrar of Great Howard Street in the Registrar Generals report for the 

quarter ending June 30th noted that eight Roman Catholic priests and one Church of 

England clergyman had died of fever. 39 In St Martins deaths were 661; considerably 

above the average and 203 more than last year. Typhus and diarrhoea were 
prevalent and “chiefly confined to the lower orders of the Irish.” In Great Howard 

Street deaths were 1080 where “the Irish fever” was “raging among the poor.”  

The arrivals of destitute Irish exceeded those of the last quarter and they were “still 

pouring in by every packet, to the great detriment of the health and business of the 

town.” The state of the privies alone was sufficient to cause an epidemic and if the 

hot weather continued the disease would spread to the middle and upper classes. In 

Dale Street Deaths were 809, “an excess over the previous quarter of 230, entirely 
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owing to increase of fever amongst the lowest order of Irish.” In Mount Pleasant 

Deaths were 1,007: including 690 in the Workhouse, 51 at the infirmary, and one at 

the Lunatic Asylum. In the fever hospital attached to the Workhouse there were 128 

patients and there were three large sheds for the Irish paupers holding 300, which 

were all full. Deaths exceed the previous quarter by 499.  
By the end of August perhaps 80,000 Irish had left town and yet disease was 

still rife – one letter in the Mercury said they, “left their taint behind them, in the 

filthy accumulations too slowly removed by men of power, in the beds that corpse 

after corpse have been removed from, in the unwashed floors of rooms where 

unburied corpses have lain for days….” 40 

When the Select Vestry met on September 17th 41 the workhouse committee 

reported 900 patients in the hospital including 548 cases of fever, a decrease of 52. 

The surgeons of the Lazarettoes were to be dismissed in another month and the 

Newcastle was empty of patients and was to be given up. Arrivals of Irish Paupers 

for the week ending September 13th were 3,284. Brooks believed many were 

emigrants. Those returned that week were 438. One member remarked that the 

reflux was small compared to the influx. The secretary reported that the number of 
deck passengers returned from 29 Aug to 4 Sept was 10,455 and from 6 to 11 Sept 

8,592, arrivals for the week of the 4th of September were 2,244 and for the 11th of 

September 2,615. The number of Irish poor relieved between the 6th and 11th of 

September was 485 men, 1,015 women and 2,100 children at a cost of £149 11s 6d. 

Total outdoor relief for w/e 11 Sept 1847 was £638 15s and for the corresponding 

week last year £378. Expenses had in the past reached £1,200. Satisfaction was 

expressed at the reduction.  

Although the worst of the problem was now over at times it did not seem so, 

substantial problems remained and in November the Mercury complained that the 

problem was not solved.42 “Were they to be a permanent tax on the people of 

Liverpool? ... The vestry seemed perfectly content to record the arrivals and tax the 
people for their support. Any power to send them back was vitiated if three times as 

many arrived as were exported.” However, the Select Vestry met the magistrates in 

the Sessions House to report that despite the law allowing removals there were 

people arriving over whom they had no control.43They avoided removal by not 

claiming relief and “infested the lodging houses and lived by begging, vagrancy, 

and, no doubt, theft.” The medical officers thought many lived in conditions likely 

to cause disease and death. The only remedy was for the magistrates to enforce the 

Vagrancy Act and the health committee the Improvement Act. The Mayor read a 

report from the Mercury about the last vestry meeting “The parish had great cause 

to complain of these two authorities, the magistrates and the Sanitary Committee, 

for the very remiss manner in which they had hitherto performed their duties.” 

Mr Poole of the vestry, though he respected the magistrates, felt justified in his 
remarks. Rushton challenged him to justify his position with some fact. Mr Poole 

said one fact came from Mr Rushton himself who had said openly he could not 

enforce the vagrancy law. Rushton said he had explained why, “they had 11,000 

paupers, they had their streets filed with the naked poor. They had an importation of 

278,000 poor, it was impossible to deal with them in the ordinary way.” If he had 

taken the trouble to enquire he would have found the vagrancy laws were “not only 

enforced but enforced with severity.” The gaol which “ought not to contain more 
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than 450 or 500 had now 700 inmates.” Double the normal numbers of vagrants 

were committed for the utmost time authorized by law. As to the lodging houses the 

magistrates could only enforce penalties of forty shillings. The laying of 

information was the council‟s responsibility, not the magistrates. Last week they 

had tried 66 cases. Whole streets were shut up – but the moment they were shut up, 
thousands of people forced them open again. It was beyond the power of the 

magistrates to remedy the evil. The magistrates had given the vestry every help and 

they were not going to be exposed to unceremonious censures. 

Mr Ferguson said they were in the same position as a year ago. People were 

coming simply to beg from door to door. Could they not obtain more prison 

accommodation? Could not some building be fitted up temporarily? If they had a 

prison large enough to hold a thousand they would frighten them away. Their own 

poor were suffering from the increase in the poor rate. Hundreds who could pay 1s 

6d in the pound could not pay 3s, they were almost paupers themselves. Mr Rushton 

said there were matters he would not state in the presence of reporters. There had 

been an increase in crime after the passage of the removal act. Last winter there was 

hardly any crime amongst these poor people, but since then rather than become 
chargeable to the parish, they became thieves. Last year committals for petty theft 

amounted to 350 or 360 but this had increased to 888. Practically they were 

powerless and the meeting came to no real conclusion. 

The policy of removal was also proving expensive.44 The January Vestry 

meeting heard that the cost of removal of 4,274 Irish poor had been over £860, but 

when the cost of maintenance and magistrates fees were added this increased to over 

£1,600. The last three quarters had seen similar numbers removed at similar cost. 

The situation was affecting the dispensaries, the cost of treating fever was high and 

they were running at a loss. Finally the economic situation meant the town‟s 

charities had lost many supporters. Although the worst was substantially over, as 

late as May of 1849 Edward Rushton was writing to the Secretary of State on behalf 
of the Finance Committee deploring the cost of dealing with Irish immigration.45 

 

The Currency Question. 
 

When the Bank of Liverpool held its Annual meeting in September 1844, with 

Adam Hodgson presiding, they little new what the future held.46 Joseph Langton 

read the report; the bank had capital of £476,825 and net profits were £60,519. Once 

again a dividend of 10% was declared leaving £12,837 to add to the reserve, now 

standing at £138,362. Langton confidently stated that recent legislation would 

increase the stability and value of well conducted banks. By September 1846 the 

bank had overdrafts amounting to £900,000 with only £600,000 secured against 

assets. The directors realised a crisis was developing and pressed for government 

action. They were ignored and the Bank of England continued to tighten monetary 

policy.  

By 1847 bad harvests had led to the export of gold in exchange for imported 

corn. There was also a rapid increase in speculation on railway ventures.  Between 

1826 and 1829 railway investment was under £1 million, by 1844 it reached £18 

million and by 1847 it increased almost tenfold to £172 million. The outflow of gold 
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caused the Bank of England‟s reserves to fall, but though bank rate was raised to 5½ 

percent it proved ineffective and people began to hoard notes and coin. By May 

1847 government borrowing to meet the Irish crisis was interacting with the 1844 

Currency Bill to fuel a monetary crisis. Gold was flowing out to buy grain and food 

from America and extensive loans to Ireland were squeezing the rest of the 

economy. Prior to the crisis the Bank of England held £9 million in bullion; under 

the Currency Bill it could issue £27 million in convertible notes. The government 

exported around £6 million in gold to pay for food, consequently the supply of notes 

fell between December and May from £28 million to under £20 million. Worse, 

bills of exchange in the economy amounted to £300 million; ten times the supply of 

notes. The Bank of England began to restrict credit to protect the reserves. 

Thousands, holding paper bills of dubious value were facing ruin.47 

In early May a deputation from Liverpool‟s commercial interests, consisting of 

William Potter, Thomas Sands, A. H. Wylie, and Harold Littledale went to London 

and a petition was lying for signature in the Exchange Rooms urging government to 

attend to the effects of the “Money Pressure.” On May 11th the Mercury reported 

the failure of the deputation to obtain any promise of a relaxation of the 1844 Act.48 
The editor commented; “The Chancellor of the Exchequer was reported to have 

said on hearing that one of the delegates was a large holder of cotton, „Then the 

best advice I can give is that the gentleman should go home and sell it.‟” Easy to 

say fulminated the Mercury, “when those who would buy must pay in bills and the 

banks are deprived of the currency with which to cash those bills. ... The disease 

was want of currency not property and the Chancellor ought not to talk nonsense 

about it.” 

By July further gold had drained to the U.S. and the price of grain had begun 

to fall. In August there were 13 failures in the corn trade and among other 

merchants and brokers. On October 1st the Bank of England began to refuse 

advances on public securities. On October 6th Adam Hodgson told the Governor of 

the Bank of England that the Bank of Liverpool would use its reserves of £200,000 
to discount customers‟ bills if the Bank of England would do the same. The Bank 

would not agree.47  

On October 19th it ceased to be a question of tightness of monetary policy but a 

real financial crisis; the Royal Bank of Liverpool stopped payment.49 The owners 

included Sir Thomas Brancker, John Bibby, John Fletcher, Harold Littledale, and 

James Molyneux. The bank‟s accounts were said to be numerous, rather than large, 

and not characterized by extreme liberality. However, there were large accounts 

with three important houses; one exceeding £400,000 and others amounting to £1 

million. These were said to be so valuable in colonial and other commodities that 

there would be no loss to the bank or its depositors. Nevertheless pressure mounted 

on the other joint stock banks during the day. At the Bank of Liverpool board 
meeting the day before the chairman, Hodgson, had advised that the “stoppage of 

the Royal Bank might cause a run upon ourselves.” In anticipation the bank held 

£160,000 in Liverpool and £85,000 in London.50 

The Mercury declared that; “To suppose the Liverpool Joint Stock Banks 

insolvent would be to suppose Liverpool insolvent, with millions of property of its 

own within its own boundaries. They were embarrassed not by want of wealth but 
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by want of currency”. The American Chamber of Commerce wrote to Lord John 

Russell, First Lord of the Treasury, urging immediate relief.  Produce was only 

saleable in small quantities and at a discount. Bills of exchange and securities were 

not convertible to cash except at a loss and in small amounts. They requested a 

temporary advance of credit to prevent mass unemployment. The Mayor, Mr. 
Brown MP, Mr. Cardwell MP and others including Hugh Hornby and Charles 

Horsfall went up to London by express train to request intervention but returned 

empty handed.47 

Then the Liverpool Banking Company in South Castle Street stopped.51 It 

emerged that the Royal Bank had been mismanaged and a large amount of the paid 

up capital, some £250,000, had been advanced to Barton, Islam and Higginson by 

the managing director, Sir Thomas Brancker, against the advice of the manager. The 

bank continued to make large advances even after it was clear they might turn sour. 

Nevertheless by making a call on the shareholders both banks were able to re-open 

by the end of the year.  

By October 25th the Bank of England‟s reserves fell below £2 million and the 

Treasury suspended the Bank Charter Act allowing it to exceed the limit of note 
issue; bank rate was increased to 8%. Slowly confidence returned and the extra 

notes were not needed. For those who were not merchants and bankers, the spinners 

and weavers of Lancashire, the crisis did not end there; mills went on short time or 

stopped altogether. During the crisis shareholders in one railway company lost £78 

million. There were 334 company failures in October and November, 54 in 

Liverpool. The Bank of Liverpool‟s profits shrank to under £40,000 in 1848 from 

over £80,000 in 1847. Nevertheless the dividend remained ten percent.47 

In early 1848 Adam Hodgson published his views on the crisis in a pamphlet 

entitled A Letter to the Right Hon. Sir Robert Peel, Bart., On the Currency.52 The 

Mercury thought  he had performed a considerable public service and his pamphlet 

ought to be read by everyone interested in the Parliamentary enquiry that was about 
to begin.53 As far as the 1844 Bank Act went Hodgson said, “whatever be the merits 

of the bill on the whole, ... its affirmation or modification, or repeal by Parliament, 

is of less importance, than the adoption of other and broader measures connected 

with the currency and its administration.” Hodgson also criticised the operation of 

the Bank of England, “Has the Bank of England ... capital enough of its own for its 

vast business, including its loans to Government? And in what respect does the 

Bank of England differ from a local bank which failed in its power of 

accommodation to the commercial public, because it had lent all it‟s paid up capital 

to one customer?” 

The paper expressed satisfaction that “one of the clearest minds in the town” 

had supplied “materials for thinking” which would carry weight with the 

Parliamentary committee. Of the extent of the crisis Hodgson observed; “We have 
had a hair-breadth escape from national confusion; and the commercial energies of 

the country have been prostrated in a degree to which, in an experience of thirty 

years, I have seen no parallel.” Hodgson clarified the danger they had narrowly 

escaped. Bank of England notes were legal tender only if the bank continued to pay 

the notes in legal coin, on demand. “Now it is evident that when a crisis has 

commenced, bankers and merchants must either hasten to the bank, to convert their 
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reserves of bank notes into gold, or be prepared to stop payment, if the bank should 

stop.”  

During October 1847 the drain of gold led some bankers to suggest that if the 

restrictions were not suspended, they would present notes for payment in excess of 

the Bank of England‟s reserves. “And not the bill, but the suspension of the bill, 
has... alone prevented the bank from stopping payment... if the bankers had 

withdrawn their deposits, and the bank been driven to force its securities on the 

market, by violent sales at any price, a rush for gold would almost certainly have 

taken place, ... urging the bankers, and others throughout the country, to hurry to 

the bank while yet there was time, to exchange their large reserves of bank notes, ... 

for that gold by which alone... their obligations could be legally discharged.” 

In December 1847 Sir Robert Peel said the objects of the 1844 Act were; to 

prevent panic and confusion, which had only been avoided by the intervention of 

the government; to guarantee convertibility of paper into gold; to prevent the 

difficulties arising from undue speculation by abuse of paper credit. It was obvious 

that the first object of the bill was a failure but Peel seemed to believe it otherwise a 

success. Hodgson showed this had a weak foundation since the bankers did not test 
convertibility only because the government intervened, proving the Act‟s failure. As 

to the third object these difficulties clearly still existed and broader measures for the 

administration of the currency were needed. Hodgson proposed that the currency be 

increased without departing from a metallic basis and that the Bank of England was 

undercapitalised relative to its transactions. Peel had erected a greater superstructure 

of paper currency on a smaller metallic basis than any other European nation and 

refused to go to the expense of widening it. Hodgson argued that no reasonable 

extension would be as expensive as the consequences of frequent panics. No 

legislation could prevent imprudence and speculation or occasionally too large an 

extension of credit. But a system that led to widespread ruin on every occasion of 

the export of precious metals could not be considered economical or wise. 
Widespread crop failures that required extensive import of grain must upset the 

balance of trade unless there was something beyond the country‟s ordinary exports 

to settle the account. Political economists pushed their conclusions too far in saying 

“we have only to beat down prices by a violent action on the currency,” thus 

creating “an increased and almost simultaneous demand for our manufactures and 

native productions, commensurate with our newly created want of grain.” This 

sudden action on prices to rectify the exchanges had produced gratuitous mischief 

when by a moderate restriction they might have been restored in reasonable time 

without a commercial convulsion. It was time to consider whether the loss 

occasioned by a bad harvest must magnify the loss many times by deranging the 

currency or whether the cost of providing an adequate reserve would be cheaper. 

The Bank of England should have the use of its own capital. If it had in its vaults the 
£11 million lent to government to pay for grain the violent action required to restore 

the exchanges would have been unnecessary. If it had been allowed to invest £2 

million in foreign funds in 1839 the country would have “been spared the 

humiliation of owing the safety of our National Bank to the Bank of France.” 

Parliament published its deliberations in the summer of 1848. The Mercury 

described it as an enormous blue book, 500 pages long, weighing 3lb 10oz, and 
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priced 5s 3d,” and considered it “practically valueless, from its prodigious bulk, for 

an average reader would not get through it in under a month.” 54 

Adam Hodgson was the first witness examined and spent two days before the 

committee.55 Karl Marx noted Hodgson‟s evidence and paid him a back-handed 

compliment.56 “What nonsense these gentlemen concocted (and Hodgson is, 
moreover, one of the best of them) in order to explain these facts, can be seen from 

the following remark:"The pressure arose from the real diminution of the moneyed 

capital of the country, caused partly by the necessity of paying in gold for imports 

from all parts of the world, and partly by the absorption of floating into fixed 

capital.”  

“How the conversion of floating capital into fixed capital reduces the money-

capital of a country is unintelligible. For, in the case of railways, e.g., in which 

capital was mainly invested at that time, neither gold nor paper is used for viaducts 

and rails, ...” Many people were saying the same thing since the government of the 

day also believed that the problem lay in what Marx termed the “Railway Swindle.” 

But this was hardly Hodgson‟s point as Marx‟s next quotation shows. “Almost all 

mercantile houses had begun to starve their business more or less ... by taking part 
of their commercial capital for railways...Loans to so great an extent by commercial 

houses to railways induced them to lean too much upon... banks by the discount of 

paper, whereby to carry on their commercial operations.”  

Hodgson gave his evidence in February of 1848 before the chairman Sir 

Francis Baring M.P. (Portsmouth), nephew of Charles and Thomas Baring of Baring 

Brothers & Co. The 1847 crisis occurred in two stages, the first in April and the 

second in October. In April there was nothing unusual in the state of trade, however 

in the last week of April the Bank of Liverpool was asked to reduce their discounts 

with the Bank of England by half and similar requests were made to other banks. 

They had two accounts with the Bank of England – a long term “contract account” 

for £200,000 and a general account without specific limit which in the last week of 
April “was suddenly reduced one-half.” 55 This “gave very general alarm.” 

Hodgson said this account stood at £136,000. They met with other bankers and 

decided to send a deputation to Government to tell them “the awkward position in 

which the Bank had placed us; for though we were prepared to meet our own 

engagements, it very greatly indeed crippled our power of helping the merchants.” 

Hodgson said payments had been more in bills than cash. The disparity increased 

rapidly with merchants bringing only bills received for their cotton and other 

produce. They were bills of every description; “promiscuous bills.” The deputation 

met Lord Russell and the Governor of the Bank of England who agreed they might 

have “whatever you had last Saturday night.” The effect of the relaxation restored 

confidence and although there was “tightness and inconvenience afterwards” if 

policy had not been relaxed, “a great many solvent houses, with bills in their cases, 
would have stopped payment.” He urged the government to remember that “the 

ultimate effect on prices of a state of alarm, ...is that it is not simply the amount of 

what can be got, but the removal of the apprehension, that by-and-by, if the alarm 

continues, nothing will be got.” The difference in the handling of the crisis in April 

and October was obvious. 

Hodgson said the 1844 currency act had been successful in limiting the issue 

of country banks but it had not secured convertibility. If the Bill had not been 
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suspended “notes would have ceased to be convertible.” Hodgson set out two 

principles to secure the monetary system; one was to enlarge the basis of the 

currency and the other to “secure more unity of purpose in the administration of ... 

the Bank of England.” Its policy fluctuated and was too dependent on one or two 

accidental votes. The Governor and Deputy-governor should not engage in business, 
but be paid, so that their whole attention could be given to administration of the 

currency. In 30 years he had never seen such “helplessness and hopelessness.” 

Though there were heavier losses in 1825, he had never seen greater 

discouragement, with people not knowing on what they could depend for future 

operations. It was essential to avoid such convulsions and a wider metallic basis was 

essential for stability. “Whenever we have an export of any extraordinary amount of 

the precious metals, we not only lose that amount which is unavoidable, but we have 

every thing throughout the country deranged. There is hardly any price that we 

could pay, which, in my opinion, is too high a price to prevent that.” 

 

Of Schools and Missions. 
 

Adam Hodgson‟s philanthropic work continued through the 1840‟s. In May 

1842 Anniversary Sermons in aid of the Liverpool and West Lancashire Church 

Missionary Society were preached in Anglican churches throughout Liverpool. 

Hodgson‟s church, St George‟s, collected the most money, £100, followed by Hugh 

McNeile‟s church of St Jude‟s.57 The annual meeting heard that expenditure was 

running far ahead of income. At the 1845 meeting in the Collegiate Institution 
Adam Hodgson took the chair, and the speakers lamented that preachers to “go out 

to the heathen” were difficult to find in contrast to those willing to go out in secular 

service. So in February 1846 he chaired a meeting at Commercial Hall, Gloucester 

Street, to found a branch of the Church of England Young Men‟s Missionary 

Association58 to promote a missionary spirit in young men and collect funds for 

missionary work. Hodgson spoke on the benefits of membership which was limited 

to men from 18 to 30 with the object of supporting missionary societies including, 

The Church Missionary Society, The London Society for Promoting Christianity 

Among the Jews, The Pastoral Aid Society and the Colonial Church Society. He 

again chaired the first anniversary meeting in the Music Hall in April 1847 which59 

heard that it had not achieved its immediate objects; they had failed to obtain a 

meeting room at moderate rent or a room for a library. McNeile gave a rousing 
speech which criticised other societies as supine and not sufficiently evangelical. He 

extolled their Evangelical virtues; the gathering of the lost sheep from a naughty 

world – the proclaiming of the truth so that those who believed might be saved. 

They would generate a prodigious amount of Christian Steam that would press for a 

vent, and find a vent in preaching the gospel the world over. 

In June 1846 Hodgson attended the distribution of prizes at the Collegiate 

Institution where his son Thomas Edward won the Gladstone Exhibition to 

Cambridge University.60 Evelyn Hodgson also attended the school as did at least 

one of Hugh McNeile‟s sons.61 The formation of the Collegiate Institution for the 

Education of the Commercial, Trading and Working Classes was announced in 

January 1840.62 The largest benefactor was John Gladstone who was appointed vice 
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president for life. Other vice presidents included the Revs Jonathan Brooks and 

Augustus Campbell. Among the committee were Rev R. P. Buddicom, James 

Aspinall, Adam Hodgson, and Samuel Holme. Its aims were to “maintain 

indissolubly the connection between sound religion and useful learning... in which 

instruction in the doctrines and duties of Christianity, as taught by the United 
Church of England and Ireland, shall, for ever, be communicated along with 

Literary, Scientific and Commercial Information.” All teachers, except foreign 

language teachers were members of the Church of England but pupils were not 

selected by denomination nor required to learn the catechism. Lord Stanley laid the 

foundation stone on the 22nd October 184063 and the school opened in January 

1843.64 The architect was E. Lonsdale Elmes who also designed St George‟s Hall 

and the Assize Courts. The latter were neo-classical in style, but the Collegiate 

Institution was neo-perpendicular gothic following the design brief, which restricted 

the competition to the Tudor Style.65  

In March 1850 Adam Hodgson chaired a meeting of the Society for the 

Promotion of Christianity among the Jews.66 McNeile was the president of the 

Liverpool branch and T. B. Horsfall and Adam Hodgson were among four vice 
presidents. At the October 1855 meeting McNeile urged them not to lose sight of 

two distinctions; their duty to Jews as individuals and God‟s purpose for the Jews as 

a nation revealed in Prophecy. The latter consisted in three things; separation as a 

distinct people, restoration from all nations where they have been scattered, and pre-

eminence nationally in their own land under their own glorious king exercising 

authority over all nations.67 

Adam Hodgson continued to work to establish new churches and in 1852 he 

and McNeile attended a meeting of the Liverpool Branch of the Pastoral Aid 

Society formed that year and presided over by the Bishop of Chester.68 They 

supported 338 incumbents throughout the country and had erected, opened or kept 

open 149 churches and chapels. However present commitments precluded making 
new ones unless income increased. He also supported the Working Men‟s Church 

Association which encouraged the working classes to make small subscriptions to 

provide themselves with clergy.69 They believed that shilling a head from a 

population of 400,000 would provide for 200 additional ministers.  

In February 1853 the annual meeting of the Liverpool Industrial and Ragged 

Schools was held at the Theatre Royal.70 The meeting was well attended because of 

an announcement that a ship was to be moored in the river for training destitute 

boys as seamen. The mayor, Samuel Holme, presided and the meeting was 

nondenominational as among those present were McNeile, Charles and James 

Lawrence, William Rathbone, Edward Cropper, and Adam Hodgson.  

The Industrial and Ragged Schools were begun by Thomas Darnley Anderson 

and Thomas Berry Horsfall in October 1848 and provided limited education for 
street children including instruction from the authorised version of the Bible.71  The 

first school opened in April 1849 at 58 Soho Street.72 However, there were other 

schools for the poor attached to various churches, of which St. Jude‟s may have 

been one of the first and to support these a Ragged Schools Union was formed about 

184773 and both Adam Hodgson and John Cropper were supporters.74 By 1850 the 

Union was giving small grants to Ragged Schools at St Clements, Windsor; St 

Johns, Hodson St; St Jude‟s, Oakes St; Simon‟s, Gay St and at Old Swann, Edge 
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Hill, Jerry Hill, and to the Soho St Industrial School. In 1851 the society estimated 

that 15,000 Liverpool children did not attend school and though there were 25 

ragged schools more were needed. They were “partially educating” about 1,500 

boys and 1,000 girls. A typical weekly report for the Soho Street School showed 94 

boys on the books with an average attendance of 83. Later that year it also had about 
20 girls rising to about 50 in 1851.75  

In January 1851 the Liverpool Catholics met to establish their own Ragged 

Schools. There was a deal of animosity toward the Queens Parsons and their 

proselytising activities. In the end there were three types of ragged schools being 

promoted amongst Anglicans, Dissenters and Catholics.76 

At the 1853 meeting in the Theatre Royal77 the mayor mentioned the 30,000 

miserable children in London who lived from hand to mouth and a similar situation 

existed in Liverpool aside from the numbers. There were some 6,000 women in 

Liverpool “who lived by their needles” earning less than 3s per week and a worse 

class, “to which the class of needlewomen became, as it were a feeder” but he 

would not in that assembly “allude more particularly to the subject.” The borough 

was spending £16,000 on a new jail. The other day two boys of eight and ten had 
come before him for robbing a shop and been sent to goal where they would learn to 

become more dexterous thieves. Such children needed somewhere where they could 

be trained in the habits of industry. He proposed approaching the Admiralty for a 

training vessel and called on Adam Hodgson to move the resolution. 

Adam Hodgson said that in the absence of the rector, he would simply move 

the resolution and not discuss the subject being surrounded by many who had been 

struggling with these difficulties for several years. “To assist in founding a locus 

penitentiae for those who had erred, to assist one another in whatever stage of life 

or in whatever relative circumstances we are placed, in returning from the path of 

error, was the most Christian effort which we could ever possibly make.” The 

class for whom the society was established saw the light amidst misery and vice. 
Their first impressions were of sights and sounds which had a tendency to corrupt 

and demoralise. One object of the meeting was to assist the funds of the society. The 

other was to awaken the public to extent and magnitude of appalling evil. He could 

testify as a magistrate of seventeen or eighteen years experience to the magnitude of 

the evil. The mayor‟s experience in court was for many of them a daily occurrence. 

Boys came before them not four or five times but twenty times and they were at a 

loss what to do. They had no option but to send them to prison despite “the 

knowledge they had of the evils of such committal.” The evil was “of too great a 

magnitude for private efforts or resources” and legislation was required. The Rev 

Guthrie, from Edinburgh, was present and Hodsgon mentioned he was attending a 

parliamentary committee on the subject and he urged him to state that the problem 

could not be met by private means but only, if society was not to be utterly 
corrupted, through legislation. He moved the resolution – “That the Liverpool 

Industrial Ragged Schools are continuing completely to answer the end for which 

they were established – namely to give destitute and even criminal children at least 

a prospect of becoming honest, industrious, and useful members of society.” 

The Rev. Guthrie spoke of the pernicious influence of the children‟s parents. 

Many would be better off without any parents at all. They were instructed in no arts 

but begging and stealing. They were sent to no school. They were taught no trade. 



Remember, Remember the Fifth of November 

347 

 

They were brought to no church. They were familiar with vice from childhood and 

their number was much greater than supposed. He believed Liverpool required not 

just one school as in Soho Street or two as in that connected to Dr McNeil‟s 

congregation but ten or twelve.  

Although John Clint was credited with the idea of a training vessel for 
juveniles it was previously proposed by Edward Rushton in a letter to the press in 

March 1850 crediting it to Rev Thomas Carter, chaplain of the Borough Gaol.78 In 

May 1853 the Admiralty agreed to moor a training ship in the river but nothing 

happened immediately79 and the annual report by the Borough Gaol Chaplain in 

November 1853 again called for its establishment.80 In September 1855 the 

Admiralty put the fourth rate frigate, Akbar, the former lazaretto, at the disposal of 

the recently formed Reformatory Committee. It was managed by Clint for the 

Liverpool Reformatory Association and readied for 90 juveniles. Boys were 

committed for up to 5 years, and those with parents had to pay 2s 6d per week keep, 

or be hauled before the magistrate.81 By May 1859 the Mercantile Marine Service 

Vessel the Conway was also moored in the Mersey, and there was a catholic 

reformatory the Clarence which was later twice accidentally burned to the water 
line.82, 83, 84  The Akbar remained in service until at least 1900. 

 

Rebellion! 
 

On April 4th 1851 Edward Rushton, the stipendiary magistrate since 1839, died 

suddenly, aged 57, and the flag of the Town Hall flew at half-mast.86 Next day 
twenty-three magistrates met in the Council Chamber, to consider the position. 

Among them were William Earle, Edward Cropper, William Rathbone, Theodore 

Rathbone, Adam Hodgson, Thomas Sands, Robertson Gladstone and George Holt. 

Gladstone moved a tribute to Rushton‟s qualities and suggested a donation to assist 

his family and the formation of a committee to consider an adequate memorial. 

After a pause Adam Hodgson rose and said, “This motion is not yet seconded, 

simply, I believe, because every one here has supposed that some other gentlemen 

would immediately rise to second it. ... I have, however, a melancholy pleasure .... 

in expressing my deep sense of the heavy loss that we, and the town at large, have 

sustained in the death of Mr. Rushton. Mr. Rushton was no ordinary man. He 

possessed a combination of high qualities, which peculiarly fitted him for the 

elevated position which he occupied... Mr. Rushton took a just and comprehensive 
view of the wide range of responsibilities attached to that office. He not only 

discharged his duties in the administration of justice with great ability, kindness, 

and impartiality, but he seized every opportunity which his station afforded him for 

promoting whatever he conceived to have a tendency to diminish the causes of 

crime, to ameliorate the condition of the poorer classes, and to advance the social 

and municipal interests of this great community. There is one point to which I think 

Mr. Gladstone has not referred, in which the services of Mr. Rushton have been of 

eminent value. I mean in his co-operation with the municipal authorities in every 

emergency, and especially when the peace of the town has been endangered or 

threatened. On these occasions I have had many opportunities of witnessing the 

benefits conferred by his judgement, courage, and promptitude, .... I might refer 
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especially to the anxious period during the mayoralty of Mr. Horsfall, when he and 

Mr. Rushton devoted their nights and days to detecting and averting dangers of no 

common magnitude, which never came before the public eye; and if ever, sir we 

should have the misfortune to have a successor to Mr. Rushton who should confine 

himself to the perfunctory discharge of his duties in the administration of justice in 
his court, we should then, for the first time, feel adequately the extent of the loss we 

have sustained.”  

There had been two Horsfall Mayoralties. That of Charles Horsfall in 1832-3, 

which was marked by a serious cholera outbreak and riots against physicians who 

were termed “Burkers” in the belief that they deliberately introduced disease to 

obtain a supply of bodies for medical experiments after the manner of Burke and 

Hare.87 However, Hodgson was referring to the Mayoralty of Charles Horsfall‟s son 

Thomas Berry Horsfall in 1847-8 when he and Rushton co-operated to suppress the 

activities of the Chartists and Irish Repealers. 

The effects of the famine, the consequent economic disruption and the influx 

of Irish poor swelled the ranks of the Lancashire physical force chartists and led to a 

confederation with the separatist Irish Repealers. Liverpool, saw less chartist 
activity than Manchester and other towns, perhaps because of its smaller proportion 

of factory workers and out workers; the majority of Liverpool‟s working class were 

dock labourers and merchant‟s clerks.88 Nevertheless, many navvies on the docks 

were Irish and sympathetic to the Famine Rebellion of 1848. 1848 was a year of 

revolutions; a year in which, according to Marx and Engels, “a spectre was 

haunting Europe”.89 By March there was a revolutionary government in France with 

which the Mercury was in measured sympathy but there was an air that it couldn‟t 

happen here, in England, the land of the free, a land in which socialists and 

communists were tolerated.90 Well perhaps, but serious chartist riots took place in 

Glasgow, where an unemployed rally, 5000 strong, took to looting, amid cries of 

“Bread or Revolution” and “Vive La Republique” There were serious riots in 
London and Edinburgh.91 The Mercury railed against the senselessness of riot and 

urged co-operation with the moral force of the middle classes for reforming 

legislation and bewailed the cancellation of an income tax meeting.92  

In March the dock porters began meeting on the Exchange flags complaining 

of the lack of work and the Master Porter system.91 The magistrates discussed their 

grievances and agreed that some could be removed by the Dock Committee – such 

as Master Porters being the owners of public-houses where the men were paid - but 

other aspects of their conditions required legislation. Soon after there were 

disturbances outside the Exchange and Dowling, the Chief Constable, had the 

square cleared.92 The town was placed on an emergency footing and the Mayor 

prohibited assembly on the Exchange flags and asked people not to attend public 

meetings or crowd the streets. 3,000 special constables were sworn in and the St. 
Patrick‟s Day parades were cancelled.93  

In the event of a riot the specials were to proceed to the Sessions House; if a 

riot arose in their district, the local captain was to assemble his men and quell the 

disturbance.93 On St Patrick‟s Day the entire police force was at the station house, a 

troop of the 11th Hussars from Manchester were at Lucas‟s Repository, the 52nd 

Regiment, just arrived from Preston, were at the North Corporation School and 

Companies of the 60
th
 Rifles were stationed about the town. The day passed off 
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completely peacefully. A loyal address to the Mayor, from the “clergy, bankers, 

merchants, brokers, and other inhabitants of Liverpool” lay for signature at the 

Exchange.94 

Fergus O‟Connor addressed a peaceful meeting of 6,000 chartists in the Free 

Trade Hall, Manchester and an open air meeting of 15,000 Repealers and Chartists 
at Oldham Edge.94 On Sunday March 26th the Liverpool Repealers tried to meet in a 

public house in Hunter Street but were told the authorities had forbidden the 

meeting. The crowd repaired to an empty shop in Paradise Street which held four or 

five hundred; thousands more thronged the street. Speakers dwelt on revolutionary 

events on the continent and asked whether Ireland should continue the only slave in 

Europe.95 On April 4th the Chartists called a “numerous meeting” in the Music Hall 

and addressed congratulations to the French people on their struggle for liberty.96 

The proprietor of the Music Hall seemed prepared to let the premises to anyone. 

Rushton reckoned he fined him £5 a week for various offences involving disorderly 

behaviour amongst the brothel keepers and prostitutes who regularly hired the place. 

The first speaker said there “was something afloat in society which would speedily 

convince this Government that the blast of liberty… had been sounded…” The 
resolution asserted the right of people of every country to meet to discuss their 

grievances and resolved to hold the right inviolate at any risk. He deplored the 

“attempts lately made to check the right of public meeting in this town. Who had 

forgot the 17th of March last (St. Patrick‟s Day), or the bloody revolution which was 

taking place in the minds of certain functionaries of this town.” Another speaker 

pronounced, “Moral force was a humbug – the only way to proceed was with a 

musket over the shoulder and a pike in the hand.” 

A few days later another meeting in support of the National Petition heard 

Thomas Jones move a resolution calling on their “oppressors to strike the manacles 

off their limbs and let the captive free.” “For his part he was sick of petitioning; he 

would petition no more. (Loud applause) The last petition to which he would ever 
append his name would be rolled into the House of Commons, on Monday next, to 

be treated, as all previous petitions had been with scorn and contempt.” If the 

government declared war on the National Convention, “then let it be war to the 

knife.” He proposed a motion in support of the universal franchise.97 Dr. Reynolds, 

introducing himself as a Young Irelander, spoke with great violence, saying if 

anyone were going to buy a new coat, he had better buy a musket and if a new hat 

he had better buy a pike. Matthew Somers told them they could buy pikes from 

Reynolds and warned the merchants that although he deprecated violence and the 

burning of warehouses they should “take care that the spark of ignition may not 

reach this town.” Reynolds said he was setting up an ironmongery to deal in 

muskets at 12s 6d, and bayonets and pike heads at a price of 2s. He did not call on 

them to use them but said the law allowed them to have them and he cared not 
whether they were legal or illegal.  

Amazingly on April 20th Reynolds entered the magistrate‟s court to lay a 

complaint against 4 police officers and an inspector. He said the officers had entered 

his ironmongery in Leeds Street and stayed for five hours putting a stop to his 

business. Asked what kind of ironmongery he sold he said it was small swords. On 

being asked his name he said, Lawrence Reynolds to which Rushton observed, “Oh 

you are the celebrated Dr Reynolds. You are acting in a very improper manner.” 
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The case was adjourned to hear the officers‟ testimony.98 At the next hearing 

Lawrence said he was an ironmonger but had latterly been a medical man.99 He had 

taken an empty house and sent a number of small swords there for sale but when he 

went on Wednesday evening he found it in the possession of the police. He asked 

them to leave but they refused. Matthew Pletts, another Chartist who had spoken at 
recent meetings, said he had taken a box containing 26 dozen knives to the shop by 

donkey cart. Whilst taking them in some police officers had examined several and 

they were soon joined by other officers and an inspector. Pletts denied Reynolds had 

been selling knives to arm people but merely offered them for sale, “for cutting 

bacon or anything you like.” Asked by Rushton whether he had heard Reynolds 

inciting people to be armed, he replied, “What at other places? Yes.”  

Rushton observed that some of the police had been invited in by Reynolds and 

no charge could be upheld, however the inspector had not and should have left. He 

observed, “It is not to be disguised that for a long time this town has been vexed by 

threats of arming and open insurrection and of burnings which have alarmed the 

peaceable inhabitants…. These are the men who have vexed us… it is therefore a 

matter of …. high extenuation for you. We have the most unquestionable testimony, 
that of Mr Pletts himself, that Dr Reynolds has repeatedly advised the people to arm 

and be prepared.” 

To Reynolds he said, “It is rather too much that you, threatening to burn 

Liverpool ... and trying to get the loyal and peaceable workmen of this country to 

arm for bloodshed should come here to complain of the slightest possible infraction 

of the law ... I caution you both… this must not be continued… I give you my word, 

... on behalf of the magistracy that,.... while there is a man left of us, these grievous 

aggressions against order and public liberty, shall, ..., be visited with exemplary 

punishment. ...they had space to pause now but if anything should happen they 

would be held responsible. Reynolds replied that they were ready for the 

responsibility. Rushton replied, You shall have it. He then instructed the police to be 
vigilant .... We will be prepared for all that may come.” 

The United Irishman thought little of the “illustrious ironmonger‟s” weapons 

but if they sold well they would be the “means of life to friend Larry.” They were 

described as “just very clumsy cast iron cutlasses, such as used to be sent to the 

West Indies to cut canes withal.”100 

On April 25th a meeting of Repealers was called by placard to be held at the 

Portico, Newington, to be addressed by the Irish Nationalists Mitchell and Doheny. 

At the last minute it was moved to the stone breaking ground in Leece Street and 

thence to Queen Square. Doheny urged people to arm and observed that “when he 

had a memorial to present to the Queen, or a petition to the Hose of Commons, the 

possession of the rifle caused the petition to have considerably greater weight.” He 

urged them to get rifles and pikes and told them there was no law to prevent their 
sale. Reynolds spoke but said he must “sing small” as the gagging act was in force. 

He claimed to have spoken to 35,000 people on the north Shore on Good Friday - a 

gross exaggeration. Mitchell did not appear having been returned to Dublin to face 

charges.101 After escaping from the penal colony of Bermuda this Irish Nationalist 

fled to America and made the cause of the Southern slave-holders his own.102 

By now the Commons had refused to hear the Charter petitioners and on June 

11th another meeting of Chartists and Young Irelanders was held on the North 
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Shore to protest at Russell‟s declaration that the people did not want reform and at 

the treatment of John Mitchell. Despite being a fine day the meeting was described 

as “small.” Thomas Jones declared himself “the apostle of discontent” and 

declared himself willing “at all risks to shake off his fetters.” Reynolds spoke in 

high terms again, saying it was no use a man‟s heart being with them unless a hand 
was with it to grasp a musket or handle a pike. The way to restore Mitchell was not 

by meeting but by private clubs. Every street in Liverpool should have its private 

club and every officer a rifle, every committee man a musket and every member a 

pike.103 The Mercury felt that a couple of speakers deserved to “be called to the bar 

and given a colonial appointment.” 104 “If the right of public meeting is the shield 

for such unlawful congregations of the idle dissolute and depraved, we see not why 

thieves and murderers may not…. under cover of the charter.. pass resolutions to 

the effect that all property is theft...” 

On July 22nd Horsfall issued a notice urging all loyal inhabitants to enrol as 

special constables for the preservation of order and defence of property.105 On July 

24th
 a case involving the supply of Pikes to the Sacred Clubs came before Rushton. 

The court was packed when Henry Banner and Joseph Cuddy were brought up.106 It 
appeared that Banner had merely been paid to carry the pikes, 312 in all, from a saw 

mill in Fleet Street to a house in Bevington Bush to be ground. It was not clear 

whether the buying and selling of pikes was illegal since they were similar to the 

boarding pikes sent out by the Merchants. The police gave evidence that Cuddy was 

Reynolds‟ salesman and sold bayonets, cutlasses swords, guns and pikes. Yates in 

their defence said there was no evidence to show they intended to do anything with 

the pikes except make money out of them. Rushton replied “You don‟t know what 

there is in the present state of this town, and the designs expressed by certain 

parties.” Rushton committed Cuddy for trial. 

The Mercury reported the existence of a plot among the chartists to instigate 

risings in support of rebellion in Ireland to tie up troops.106 50 clubs had been 
established, each with 100 men paying a subscription of 1s a week to purchase 

firearms. The magistrates were said to be working behind the scenes to thwart their 

designs.  There were 800 police in the town, soon to be increased by 500, who had 

been drilling with carbine and sword. There was a corps of pensioners numbering 

700. The headquarters of the North West Military District had been moved to 

Liverpool under General Sir William Warre. A camp was set up in Waterhouse 

Lane, Everton and the troops in Liverpool comprised the 9
th

 Regiment, two 

companies of the 81st, the 89th, a company of the 60th rifles, a squadron of the 4th 

Dragoon Guards, a brigade of Artillery and the 60th Regiment; in total, about 2,000 

men. A warehouse in Sefton Street, the Seel Street Police station, the North 

Corporation School, and Lucas‟s repository had all been commandeered. 2 pieces of 

artillery had arrived and four pieces belonging to the town had been ordered 
mounted. 2,000 stand of arms had been delivered. About 20,000 special constables 

had been sworn-in, 1,000 men from the docks had been armed and all public 

buildings were under constant guard.  

On the 25th an Irishman and a boy discovered in possession of several pikes, a 

sword, a gun, gun powder and musket balls were brought before Rushton.105 They 

denied all knowledge, however a letter was found on the man giving information 

about club organisation. On Thursday 27
th

 an alarming leaflet appeared telling of 
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rebellion in Ireland. The railway station at Thurles had been set on fire, there was 

fighting in Clonmel and the troops had refused to act and been defeated. Rebellion 

had also broken out in Waterford, Kilkenny and Cork. The Sessions House was 

placed under guard. Horsfall telegraphed Sir George Grey who denied the story 

which was finally refuted by placard when the Urgent steamer arrived from Dublin. 
Meanwhile 50 hogsheads and 26 chests of cutlasses arrived from Chester for the 

special constables.105 

On August 1st the Mercury announced the authorities had written evidence of 

the clubbists‟ intention to act in concert with the Irish rebels, by firing the town, 

attacking the principal buildings and barricading the streets. It published the names 

of fourteen Irish clubs with links to Ireland including the Wolf Tone, the John 

Mitchell and Erin‟s Hope. An arrest warrant had been issued for Reynolds who was 

believed to be in Birmingham. 550 dock labourers who had refused to be sworn in 

as special constables had been sacked. The previous night the 46th had arrived and 

was encamped on the north side of Breck Road, Everton. The magistrates signed a 

petition begun by several prominent merchants and bankers for the suspension of 

habeas corpus but a counter petition was raised. At first the mayor did not sign, to 
maintain the traditionally neutrality of his office, but was prevailed on to do so as 

did almost all the magistrates. The Mercury defended Rathbone and Rushton for 

signing the petition seeing ample evidence for the necessity.107 

On August 4th the Mercury published its regular assessment of the State of the 

Town. The large numbers of troops and augmented police force meant the town had 

never been so peaceable. It was imprudent to publish the evidence on which the 

magistrates had acted but it would convince all that the preparations had been 

necessary.108 From the Irish Press came a rumour that on board the John R Skiddy, 

packet ship from New York to Liverpool was a brigade of Irish sympathisers. The 

steam ship Liver, carrying three detectives, intercepted it off the Crosby light ship 

but there were very few aboard since rumours in New York had deterred regular 
passengers.108 

On August 8th a significant cache of arms, or at least cheap planters‟ knives, 

was a discovered in the cellar of a public house in Atherton Street. The 500 

machettes had been there several months, and were said to be part of Reynold‟s 

stock. Reynold‟s was still being sought.109 

At midnight on the 14th 300 Manchester police raided Clubs in the Ancoats 

area and 15 leaders  of the Chartist and Confederate Clubs were arrested.110 In 

Ashton under Lyne about 200 men armed with firearms, pikes and bludgeons 

marched through the streets. The mob stabbed and shot dead a lone policeman and a 

number of other people about the town were wounded. The specials were called out 

and the mob put to flight. After the arrival of the military 19 arrests were made.110 

On Tuesday Cuddy and O‟Brien were brought up again before Rushton. An 
undercover police officer testified to hearing designs for bearing arms at a meeting 

in the school room in Circus Street where 400 Young and Old Irelanders had been 

addressed by McManus and Reynolds. At another meeting at the Baptist Meeting 

House in Great Howard Street Reynolds passed round a sixteen inch long pike 

blade. Another officer testified that Cuddy had been at a meeting on June 14th in 

Circus Street and had exhibited a pike head. The officer followed McManus over to 

Ireland where he seized his luggage and found a military uniform in green and gold 
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and a pair of pistols. Cuddy had been seen acting as Reynolds‟ agent at the Leeds 

Street shop. Several pikes had been found in a residence in Vauxhall Road 

frequented by Cuddy and Reynolds and a sword and book containing the names of 

the officers of various clubs had been found in a house occupied by O‟Brien in 

Hurst Street. A reporter, Simon Harker, testified that Reynolds had issued threats to 
burn down warehouses during the meeting in the Comer Street Music Hall. O‟Brien 

was remanded pending further enquiries and Cuddy was committed on a charge of 

treasonable conspiracy.110 

Following the murder of the Ashton policeman the Mercury published “A 

word in Season to the Working Classes” which characterised Chartism as a criminal 

not a political question which had three points “– fire raising, bloodshed and 

plunder. There they are to take or leave. We have our choice. Let the industrious 

artisan and labourer, in whose names they profess to act, show that they utterly 

disavow their proceedings.” The working class were lectured on the point; if the 

spirit of Chartism got abroad the rich would leave and the mills would stop. If they 

would not help themselves, the will might be deficient in others.111 

  On August 18th 1848 Adam Hodgson was a member of the Grand Jury for the 
Southern Division of Liverpool under Justice Cresswell110 which tried several cases 

of riot, which the judge said showed “that same spirit of insubordination and 

dissatisfaction which existed amongst a certain class.”  Peter Murray McDouall 

was charged with uttering treasonable language at Ashton. The Attorney General 

claimed he was the paid agent of the Chartists “a lecturer paid to go about 

disseminating the poison in which he dealt.” At a meeting at Charlestown Meeting 

Room, a dissenting chapel, he spoke to 300 or more people, “I advise you to 

organize …. And practice the same drilling and manoeuvres as your enemy, not 

only without arms but with them.” His attorney gave a spirited defence on the 

historic right to resist tyrannical law. He was given two years in Lancaster Gaol. 

Five Manchester Chartists convicted of riot and assaulting the police were given 15 
months with hard labour in Kirkdale Gaol.112 

On August 21st
 Edward Murphy the secretary of one of the towns Confederate 

Clubs was brought before the magistrates charged with treasonable conspiracy.111 A 

club membership book had been found at his residence, 16 Pecover Street, along 

with a musket and part of a pike head. The officer, Inspector Hymes was asked by 

the defending solicitor J. V. Yates Senior; “Do you not know that people in an 

humble station in life keep their guns inside the clock case?” Hymes, “I do not.” 

Yates, “I have seen several myself.” Rushton, “Well if you wish to give evidence, 

we will take it.” Inspector Parkins testified to finding a letter signed by Murphy 

calling a special meeting of the club. John Williams, a Tailor of Tarleton Street 

testified he had employed the prisoner as a book keeper for 2 years and that several 

entries in the book were in Murphy‟s hand. Rushton asked; “You have always found 
the prisoner an honest man?” Williams, “Am I bound to answer that?” Rushton, 

“Oh yes, if it be in favour of the prisoner.” Williams, “It is not in favour of the 

prisoner. I discharged him when I found him embezzling.” The Bridewell keeper 

testified to his having come to claim his book and musket which he said was not his 

but he would have to pay for it if it were not returned. He was arrested and the 

Bridewell keeper gave testimony of a conversation about Murphy‟s visit to Ireland 
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where he had been at the time of the search. He was committed for trial for 

treasonable conspiracy. 

On the Saturday before James O Brien was committed for trial having been 

taken at 52 Hurst Street with ball, cartridges, and pikes. The court heard that a cellar 

in Hurst Street was used as a club and the prisoner made speeches suggesting that 
Mitchell be liberated by the use of pikes. The prisoner denied the allegations and 

could produce witnesses to prove it. Seven witnesses testified that the cellar was 

merely a reading room where members gathered to read newspapers. His solicitor 

said he could produce hundreds of similar witnesses. Rushton was not impressed; 

the man had been found in possession of ball and cartridges. “The law must be 

vindicated.” He was committed for treasonable conspiracy.111 

The discovery of the membership books led to more arrests. On Wednesday 

Martin Bushell was committed to prison on treasonable conspiracy.113 Arrested in an 

office in South Castle Street, he was accused of being a former secretary and regular 

attender of various Confederate Clubs. Rushton said he was sorry to see a young 

man holding a respectable station brought up under such circumstances. The 

evidence against him was his handwriting in a membership book. At this point his 
solicitor interrupted to say he would rather no further remarks were made publicly. 

He was committed to appear at the assizes.  

By September all was quiet; the Police Court was back in the usual round of 

assault, theft and disorderly behaviour and the Mercury could find space to poke fun 

at both Catholic and Protestant; retailing the story of a roguish Irish Priest, named 

Butler, an avowed opponent of ultra-protestants like McNeile and his fellow ultra in 

Birkenhead, the Rev. Joseph Baylee.114 Butler had embezzled money from his 

congregation, been dismissed by his bishop, raised money to take his case to Rome, 

raised more to start a Mission in Liverpool, borrowed still more from a catholic 

woman in the town to go to Ireland where he married a girl in Newry and to cap it 

all converted to the Church of England at a service conducted by Baylee.  He still 
owed the Mercury £6 for printing a sermon, which, though it was now a sermon for 

the wrong side, the Mercury felt was still a just debt. 

The Liverpool Confederates came up at the Lancashire Winter Assizes in 

December. There were in the Calendar 158 cases, 72 arising from the rebellion. Of 

the political prisoners, 6 were charged with the Ashton murder, 10 were from 

Liverpool and 28 each from Ashton and Manchester.115 The Liverpool men tried for 

treasonable felony were; Patrick Murphy, Francis O‟Donnell, Peter Delamere, 

Joseph Cuddy, Matthew Somers, Robert Hopper, Edward Murphy, Martin Bushell, 

George Smythe and James O‟Brien. Cuddy was described as a salesman for 

Reynolds who had fled to America, Murphy was a tailor, O‟Brien a labourer, 

O‟Donnell was described as a gentleman of education and rank practicing as a 

surgeon, Somers was a provision dealer, Hopper, a joiner from Birkenhead, Bushell, 
a counting-house clerk, Delamere was also a clerk, and Smythe was a hatter. They 

were charged with assisting the Irish in rebellion and creating insurrection, terror 

and alarm in England. 

The crown‟s case was that the Nationalist Meagher had come to Liverpool and 

enlisted Smythe and others to form clubs in support of the discontented Irish and to 

form a league with the chartists. Their object was to arm the people of Liverpool 

and to create a general rising to divide the Government and assist the Irish. The 
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membership book found at Murphy‟s was produced and witnesses heard as to 

various incendiary remarks that had been made at their meetings. Somers, Hopper, 

O‟Donnell and Smyth got two years in Lancaster Castle, Bushell and Cuddy got one 

year, O‟Brien 6 months and Murphy, in view of time spent already, got 3 months. 

Delamere was acquitted. One wonders if Bushell was related to Christopher 
Bushell, a leading Liverpool Tory. 

 

No Popery! 
 
   How sour sweet music is, 

   When time is broken and no proportion kept 

 

The influx of the Irish poor, demands for Irish independence, and Catholic 

Emancipation had a profound effect on Liverpool politics. The grant to the Catholic 

College at Maynooth was a continuing thorn in the side of Hugh McNiele and his 

supporters. Peel passed a suspension of the Corn Laws in June 1846 in the face of 

protectionist opposition within his party. They had their revenge over an Irish 

Coercion bill; as a result Lord John Russell formed his first administration, which 

survived until the summer of 1847 because of the divisions in the Tory party. A 

general election, to strengthen Russell‟s position, was inevitable.125 Meanwhile the 

evangelicals were attributing the parlous state of national affairs, the commercial 
crisis and the famine, to “divine justice” for “national apostasy.” Relying on his 

Operative Protestants McNeile pledged to resist the advance of Popery and gathered 

3,000 signatures to oppose the return of Sandon.88 

As a result both Liverpool‟s representatives Sandon and Sir Howard Douglas 

withdrew.117 McNeile knew his faction could not win outright and proposed the 

uncontested election of a reformer (preferably protestant) and a decidedly protestant 

Tory.88 As the general election of 1847 approached, the Mercury reported the 

position of various candidates. Sir Thomas Bernard Birch, standing for reform and 

free-trade, was first to declare and was thought as acceptable as any liberal could be 

to the Tory interest.118 In June the McNeileites held a meeting convened by a 

circular issued by Thomas Berry Horsfall. Adam Hodgson presided but no 

candidate was selected and the deliberations were conducted in secret pending 
negotiations with possible candidates. The Peelites meanwhile held several caucuses 

on the „change flags and thought of reselecting Lord Sandon. The thought that he 

might take up his seat if elected spontaneously led the Mercury to snipe, “though he 

would not stand, he might sit.”119  

Sandon made clear his withdrawal was final. “I should have felt it difficult, 

perhaps to resist the wishes of such a constituency, but ….I have been actuated by a 

determination not to appear in the field of Liverpool as the antagonist of old friends, 

to whom I have owed much in former times, and with whom on so many points, 

probably on all practical points, I still agree.”117 Another prospective candidate was 

Edward Cardwell, supported by the mercantile Tories, lead by Sir Thomas 

Brancker. Cardwell entered parliament in 1842 as a free-trade Conservative and 
member for Clitheroe. Associated with Sir Robert Peel‟s faction, he became 

secretary to the Treasury in 1845.120 The McNeileites grudgingly supported him but 

wanted a staunch protestant in the shape of Sir Digby Mackworth. For a while they 
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also secured the renewed candidacy of Sir Howard Douglas. A fifth candidate was 

mooted in the form of Lord John Manners, a supposed Puseyite. The Mercury 

lambasted the “Tory Saints” and “theological exclusives”; “the creatures of Irish 

clergymen who are so convinced of the abominations of Popery that, after being 

called on to preach the Gospel, they leave poor Paddy in all his Roman darkness, 
and come to England to preach in purple and fine linen to crowds of fashionable 

and convinced protestants.”121 

In mid July an attempt was made at the Conservative Association rooms to 

unite the Mackworth and Manners factions.122 All, supporters of Cardwell were 

ejected as were those who intended to vote for Manners but did not support 

Mackworth. “What will evangelical consistency say now, What McNeile, What 

Adam Hodgson?” asked the Mercury because though Manners was a protectionist 

his views on the church hardly concurred with those of McNeile. Cardwell and 

Birch were elected and the ultra-Tory candidates defeated; Manners came a poor 

fourth because many Tories “plumped” for Mackworth.88  

With the accession of Lord John Russell the question of equalising the duties 

between West Indian and Foreign sugars was raised again. Throughout the 
Liverpool Anti-Slavery Committee had stuck to the principal laid down by James 

Cropper and Adam Hodgson; free labour was cheaper than slave labour. In July 

1846 under the chairmanship of Thomas Blackburn and secretary Rev. William 

Bevan, they published their resolve in the Liverpool Press; not to cease from the 

employing all legitimate means for the abolition of slavery; that competition 

between free and slave labour would achieve their objects and they therefore 

supported the extension of free-trade principles to “the article of sugar.” 123 The 

London Committee took precisely the opposite view and presented a petition to 

Russell opposing admission of slave-grown sugar on the same terms as West Indian 

sugar. It was signed by Clarkson, Lushington, Buxton and Joseph Sturge among 

many others. The Mercury found this pitiable, here were the former opponents of 
colonial slavery allied with ex-planters and ex-slave owners who had voted against 

the abolition of female flogging. It took great satisfaction in the views of the 

Liverpool Society.123 The sugar duties were equalised over a 5 year period in which 

a sliding scale gradually brought them into line.124 In early 1848 the West India 

Lobby tried to have the duties reinstated. In June, at the height of the Chartist 

agitation, despite his request for restraint from public meeting, Thomas Berry 

Horsfall called one at the request of the West and East India Merchants to consider 

the motion of their MP Thomas Birch to re-instate the sugar duties.125 It was 

opposed by the free trade lobby. Horsfall said the matter was one concerning British 

commerce and British philanthropy. In reference to recent events he asked speakers 

to refrain from political opinions and urged support of the government which “with 

a firm and vigorous hand, was determined to maintain the principles of the British 
constitution.” Francis Shand, Chairman of the West India Association said that the 

Emancipation Act had failed, free labour could never compete with slave labour. 

West Indian returns had been falling for 17 years whilst those from the East had 

been rising. Soon they would be entirely dependent on foreign slave sugar. Without 

relief from the act of 1846 the experiment in free labour would have to be 

abandoned. Charles Lawrence, the oldest West India Merchant there, seconded the 

motion. The chairman was about to move the vote when Richard Rathbone got up. 
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He said he was surprised at the claims of the West Indians. They did not want the 

pound of flesh or the bond they wanted the whole body. The planters had had 

£20,000,000. If they had laid it out properly they could have bought the whole of 

the West Indies. A few years ago the price of sugar was high, and they heard no 

cries for protection, now it was low, but what trade was not low, ask the labourers of 
Liverpool. On what grounds did the West Indians seek exemption from the common 

lot that befell them. But it was all to no avail. 

Adam Hodgson proposed the second resolution and read extracts from a 

Parliamentary Committee to show that the 1846 Act had ruined the West Indies, 

estates were being abandoned, the price of sugar would rise and the use of slave 

grown sugar increase. “In the great trial that was pending between free-labour 

sugar and slave-labour sugar, they would not allow the judgement to go by default, 

... till time had been allowed to produce that necessary evidence that time alone 

could supply. By the legislation of 1846 they were crushing the source of free-

labour sugar, and every day throwing the game more and more into the hands of 

Cuba and Brazil.” 

The motion was opposed by Thomas Thornely MP and Charles Robertson. 
Robertson said the question of the encouragement of slavery had been artfully 

mixed up in the subject. If the arguments were good then the government ought to 

provide wages for the unemployed, give money to the directors of unfinished 

railways, eke out the wages of the handloom weaver in competition with machines, 

tax railway companies to subsidise turnpike trusts, pay men to grow fruit in national 

hothouses. It would be just as unprofitable to pay the planters for making dear sugar 

as it would to employ the peasantry to burn down the Customs house for the sake of 

giving employment to masons and plasterers. He had not heard that the emancipated 

slaves wanted the measure. To be consistent they ought not to purchase slave grown 

cotton, tobacco and snuff. His amendment was lost. 

McNeile proposed the third motion and said he was not an opponent of free 
trade but in a perfect world would rejoice in it. “If all mankind could be one happy 

family … if all hostilities, all dishonesty – all private interests were swept away for 

ever from the face of the earth… who could find it in his heart to object. The 

doctrine of free trade should apply to slaves. If the Baronet for Tamworth believed 

that restriction in any thing meant protection to something, let him remove the 

restriction from the West Indies, who could not smuggle men from Africa. If all 

protection meant robbing somebody else, then all policemen who protected their 

houses were robbing them; all gentlemen who had a secret button or chain to 

protect his watch was a robber. You had better take care, Mr Mayor, for all your 

arrangements, all your magistrates, all your preparations, to prevent the town being 

disturbed, take care –you are all robbers.” If the measures were not adopted they 

would lose the West Indies as they had lost America. The measure to postpone the 
equalization of the sugar duties was passed in Parliament.126 

In October 1850 a Papal Bull issued in September in Rome became widely 

known.127 The bull established Bishoprics in England to promote organisation of the 

Catholic Church. Lancashire was to have two, one based on Liverpool, the other on 

Salford. To evangelical Protestants like McNeile the Bull was a red rag. To 

Tractarians and others moving towards Rome it seemed quite natural, to be 

contrasted with Anglican bishoprics established overseas, in Gibraltar or Jerusalem. 
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The pope was Pope Pius IX, Pio Nono, who later enshrined the doctrines of the 

Immaculate Conception, Papal Infallibility and the Syllabus of Errors.128 A 

deputation of clergy asked McNeile to call a public meeting, but they were directed 

to the rectors Archdeacon Brooks and the Rev. Campbell.129 They all met – 

appropriately enough - on the 5th of November in the Bold St Savings Bank. A 
memorial to the Bishop, signed by 80 Liverpool clergy, was drafted deploring the 

“presumptuous encroachment” of a “foreign prelate.”130 

A meeting was called in the Amphitheatre to consider a response to this 

“papal aggression.”131 The Catholics responded by placarding the town urging 

attendance to prevent their religion being insulted and their rights trampled upon. 

The building had never been so crowded. On the platform alongside McNeile were 

a large number of clergy as well as half a dozen Roman Catholic priests. Among the 

laity were, William Brown, Samuel Holme, Thomas Berry Horsfall, Thomas 

Darnely Anderson, Adam Hodgson, and John and Edward Cropper. The meeting 

was uproarious with constant hissing and applause, although Protestants 

considerably outnumbered Catholics. Neither MP, Cardwell nor Birch, attended, 

Cardwell was in Edinburgh and Birch indisposed. Cardwell sent a message of 
support urging them to declare loyalty to church, state and queen.  

T. B. Horsfall moved the first resolution that, the Bishop of Rome‟s claim of 

jurisdiction was an “insolent and insidious aggression,” an invasion on the 

prerogative of the crown and an encroachment on the civil and religious privileges 

of the people. Horsfall read the 37th Article of the Church of England; “the Bishop 

of Rome has no jurisdiction in this realm of England.” He said that a statute of 

Elizabeth 1st, though the penalties had been withdrawn by the Catholic 

Emancipation Acts, provided that maintaining the authority of the Pope was illegal 

and punishable by law. He also read the words of the pope at the time of Elizabeth 

declaring her a heretic and depriving her of her right to the throne. He later read, 

amid great uproar, some of the papal oath in which he swore to attack all heretics 
and schismatics. He urged them to unite heart and hand to resist this usurpation. 

The motion was seconded and the mayor asked if there was any amendment. A 

Roman Catholic priest, Rev. Walmsley, stood and in a short speech asked, “What is 

all this hubbub about?” He was greeted with uproar and the mayor said if speakers 

were not allowed a hearing he would dissolve the meeting. Walmsley declared that 

Catholics owed allegiance to the crown in temporal matters and to the pope in 

spiritual. He read his amendment that; considering the undoubted loyalty of her 

majesty‟s protestant and catholic subjects the motion was unnecessary and would 

destroy the good feeling between members of every religion. The mayor ruled the 

motion out of order but it might be brought forward later. It was withdrawn. Mr 

Shiel got up to propose an amendment, that the recent pronouncement was not an 

invasion of crown prerogative, and said the meeting had been arranged to ensure a 
protestant majority. There were cries of apologise and withdraw. The mayor asked 

him to withdraw but he refused. Some hands went up in support in the gallery but 

majority voted for the original motion. McNeile then addressed the meeting which 

dissolved into complete uproar and he could not be heard. He took a stool to the 

edge of the platform and began dictating his speech to reporters. There was a rush 

from the pit toward the stage. “During the scuffle, many persons were thrown down, 

others leaped into the orchestra, which was occupied by the gentlemen of the press, 
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several of whom were rather ruffly used, and it was sometime before the riot was 

quelled.” 

McNeile at last got a hearing and compared the authority of Rome to a 

slumbering volcano which had always been present and which threatened to cause 

widespread desolation. He proposed an address to the Queen pledging loyalty and 
urging measures for the security of the protestant faith. He gloried in the revolution 

of 1689 and declared that every man in England would rise up to protect his rights. 

He argued that laws against Catholicism had been falling away, Catholicism had 

been endowed in Ireland, and Maynooth made a national institution. There was no 

distinction in cannon law between spiritual and temporal authority, the temporal 

was subject to the spiritual. He demanded penalties against the intrusion and 

doubted that Russell intended to do anything and asked for “calm, calculating, 

reasonable, persevering and determined hostility” to Rome. 

Walmsley‟s amendment was put and lost and McNeile‟s motion passed. 

Francis Shand moved an expression of thanks and encouragement to Russell, 

seconded by Edward Cropper. William Brown MP proposed a motion of thanks to 

the Mayor and though he did not wish to be associated with all that had been said he 
called for calm and careful measures to protect the honour, dignity and supremacy 

of the crown. Adam Hodgson seconded the motion saying it would be a disastrous 

time for the country if the town of Liverpool could not meet to express its disgust at 

the indignity offered to the queen and the danger to her country. The voice of the 

town “wide, deep and universal would mingle with that spontaneous shout, which 

would arise from one end of the land to the other, making one glorious chorus, 

which would assure the Queen that when she would meet her parliament... she 

might adopt the spirit, if not the language, which one of her predecessors (Elizabeth 

I) had used, that she does think it, as we think it, a foul scorn that any foreign priest, 

prince, or potentate should interfere with the prerogative of the crown.” The motion 

was adopted amidst loud cheering. Three cheers were given for the queen and the 
national anthem sung “in most effective style” The meeting had lasted over five 

hours. 

Similar meetings were held throughout the country and McNeile was up and 

down to London attending meetings at the home of the saints, Exeter Hall.132 In 

Liverpool he agitated among the Protestant Operative Associations. Nowhere was 

there any breach of the peace, although the Liverpool meeting had come close to it, 

but on November 27th a meeting in Birkenhead ended in violent confrontation.133 

The meeting was to be held outdoors in the Market place but with rumours 

suggesting the dock labourers would disrupt the meeting the Council decided to 

limit attendance to rate payers and sent to Liverpool for 30 extra police. While they 

were discussing the agenda in the Town Hall a large crowd assembled outside and 

hurled missiles that smashed the windows in the magistrates‟ room. A number of 
people were seriously injured and the reading of the riot act was discussed. Rev. 

Browne, a catholic priest, called on the rioters to disperse to limited effect. The 

meeting was postponed sine die. The riot seems to have been caused, aside from the 

indignation of the catholic dock workers, by the police clearing the approaches to 

the building and denying entry to anyone of the “lower orders.” Inevitably many 

ratepayers were excluded as well which was deeply resented. The Daily News 

headlined its piece; “Fatal Riot. Attack upon Protestants by a Mob of Irish Papists. 
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Two policemen murdered, fifteen wounded – the military called out.” There were a 

good many injuries but, no actual deaths, in the immediately succeeding days.134 

In December McNeile‟s extempore rhetoric got the better of him. Rumours 

circulated that during a sermon at St Paul‟s he said, “I would make it a capital 

offence to administer the confession in this country. Transportation would not 
satisfy me, for that would merely transfer the evil from one part of the world to the 

other. Capital punishment alone would satisfy me.” The Mercury deplored “this 

utterance of medieval bigotry.” Members of his congregation remonstrated with him 

in the vestry afterwards but he claimed not to recollect making the remarks. 

However, at the evening service he said, “In the course of an extemporaneous 

discourse delivered by me this morning, I used, I believe, a most atrocious 

expression, That expression I have already withdrawn in the sight of God; I have, I 

trust, made my peace with Him, and I now wish to withdraw that expression in the 

sight of this congregation, and to make my peace with you.”135 

Later McNeile lectured to a crowded meeting in the Amphitheatre on papal 

canon law saying that papal jurisdiction in spiritual things was an engine for 

coercion and oppression. Rumours were rife of a plot by the Tractarians to take the 
Church of England over to Rome.135 Then Rev. Bennet, a noted Puseyite, resigned 

his living and his correspondence with the Bishop of London appeared in the Times 

which looked on it as a triumph for the Protestant cause.136 A meeting in the Corn 

Exchange in Manchester adopted a memorial to her Majesty on the papal aggression 

signed by two-thirds of the town; some 51,600 names.137 

In April 1851 another meeting in the Amphitheatre urged protestant members 

of the House to secure the civil and religious liberty of her majesty‟s subjects and 

preserve protestant institutions. The meeting was not nearly so well attended as the 

last and there were vacant seats on the platform and in the gallery.  Adam Hodgson 

proposed Thomas Berry Horsfall for the chair who said138 they had hoped the 

government would resist papal aggression but this had not happened. He thought the 
bill which had been passed was a “mere bill of protest” and insufficient. He alluded 

to the fear of civil war but thought it more likely from agitation to repeal the Union. 

Catholics were accused of omitting the second commandment (idols and graven 

images). He protested against the ecclesiastical tithes bill now in committee and 

opposed the position of Cardinal Wiseman who claimed spiritual jurisdiction over 

all baptised people. One of the speakers, Valentine Smith, a Liverpool merchant, 

after speaking for a few minutes fell in an apoplectic fit and died some weeks 

later.139 McNeile spoke and accused catholic lumpers and warehouse men of 

sectarianism in not working for protestants, this despite his previous urging of 

protestants not to employ catholic servants. He claimed the Irish Famine was divine 

punishment and the root of their trouble, the Maynooth Grant. Horsfall was praised 

as an honest candidate for the next election but Lord John Manners was doubted and 
he demanded he come and speak to them. Someone shouted he was a Puseyite. 

Then in July of 1851 there was a violent Orange procession in Liverpool. In 

early July Sir George Grey sent a letter he had received from someone in Liverpool 

to the Mayor.140 The letter claimed a procession of Liverpool lodges was to be 

strengthened by Orangemen from Ireland and other towns in Lancashire carrying 

swords and firearms. The matter was debated by the magistrates and six voted for 

and nine against measures being taken. When the procession took place serious riots 
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ensued and several people were wounded.141 Grey sent another letter asking why the 

procession had not been prohibited, and why it was not stopped when the peace was 

broken. The mayor, Adam Hodgson and stipendiary magistrate Mansfield were 

appointed to frame a reply. It was the first Orange march in some years, provoked 

by the Hibernian Societies breaking a voluntary marching ban earlier in the year. 
They congregated near the London road monument and were stoned by a large 

crowd of dock labourers. The Orangemen retaliated and stones flew “thick as hail.” 

Pistols were fired but without injury. About 2,000 Orangemen then marched around 

Liverpool before returning to the London Road. There were confrontations with the 

catholic dock labourers and communities along the way but few serious injuries. 

Trouble began in earnest when the lodges separated to return to their meeting 

houses. Scotland Road was crowded with Catholics, mostly women and children, 

who attacked anyone displaying orange. A group of dock labourers arrived from the 

northern docks and as a group of Orangemen were passing to go the Wheatsheaf. 

They were attacked and during the melee two shots were fired, one striking John 

Malley in the thigh and the other a boy who was watching from a window. Another 

man named Jones also died. Jones was an Orangeman and Malley a catholic; both 
were buried accompanied by large processions of partisans. The solicitor at 

Malley‟s inquest alleged that the police were infiltrated with Orangemen and the 

only people arraigned were Catholics. Liverpool was periodically beset by sectarian 

violence, the first was in 1819 when an Orange march was attacked by Catholics in 

Dale St. There were riots again in 1820 and a serious disturbance in 1835 which 

required 100 police and 200 troops to restore order.88  

Hodgson‟s reply to sir George Grey reminded him that they had frequently 

applied to the Secretary of State for powers to prevent processions but were 

invariably refused. It was very easy for the Secretary of State to hope that measures 

be taken to prevent party processions, but unless they were armed with legal 

powers, his hopes could not be realised.140 

June 1851 saw the formation of the Protestant Alliance whose patron was the 

Evangelical Anthony Ashley Cooper, 7th Earl of Shaftsbury.142 The organisation 

published its principles in November; ending government favour to Popery, repeal 

of the Maynooth Endowment Act of 1845, and calling for similar meetings in the 

principal towns. Finally they called on their members and friends “to strengthen one 

another in the Lord for this great conflict, in the belief that, however formidable and 

inveterate an adversary, Popery is a doomed thing, and hastening to its final 

overthrow.” Liverpool members included Edward Cropper, Robert Gladstone, 

Adam Hodgson, Thomas Horsfall, and Hugh McNeile. The alliance attacked the 

Church of England National Society because it was co-operating in Salford and 

Manchester in the formation of non-denominational schools.143 

In November Hodgson took part in the formation of the Liverpool Church of 
England Scripture Readers Society along with Edward Cropper, Thomas Horsfall, 

T. D. Anderson, Robert Bickersteth, Christopher Bushell, John Moss, and James 

Holme. They aimed to promote Anglican Evangelical Protestantism throughout the 

town. They were to appoint readers versed in the “Romish Controversy” and able to 

speak the Irish language.144 After the annual meeting of 1858 Adam Hodgson 

provided the readers with a substantial tea at the Adelphi Hotel.145  He took the chair 

at a meeting in January 1859146 
and said that spiritual destitution had rapidly 
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increased, and was not being overtaken by their efforts to remove it. It was one of 

the most pressing, and difficult questions of the day. The country needed at least 

1000 additional clergymen. To pay a modest stipend of £100 required capital of 

£3,000,000 which included nothing for church building. They could not expect any 

public grants, and the amount was beyond anything they could raise from private 
contributions. Additional churches would not meet their needs; it required a living 

agency to make the community value the services of the church. This created a need 

that led to the erection of a church by contributions of the many where it could not 

have been done by the liberality of the few. This was what they were endeavouring 

to supply. “Spiritual destitution existed in their very midst, in the proximity of the 

clergy, churches, and schools – in the proximity, probably, of the very building in 

which they were then assembled – in the proximity of the houses in which many of 

them resided – in the highways through which they passed to their various 

avocations – in the streets through which their laughing and unconscious children 

passed as they wended their way to school, and through which they themselves 

rolled in their carriages to places of amusement. That spiritual destitution, ... must 

be sought out, for it was its very nature that it did not seek its own cure; and such 
agencies as ... the Scripture Readers‟ Society was the most effective means for ... 

providing for its remedy.” 

In January 1852 another public meeting was held in the Collegiate Institution 

to protest about the Maynooth grant.147 Admission was by ticket but the room was 

so crowded that an overflow meeting was held in the board room. Females were 

excluded. The platform was crowded with clergymen including several dissenting 

ministers. Rev Dr. Hume proposed Adam Hodgson take the chair and he was called 

up by acclamation. Adam Hodgson explained the need for an ad hoc chairman: “It 

was originally intended that our friend Mr. Horsfall should have presided over this 

meeting; and I am sure we shall all deeply regret, and none more than myself, the 

accident which has prevented his being with us tonight.”  
Horsfall had been to a Christmas party at Northumberland House, Everton, the 

home of T. D. Anderson, where there was a firework display. A balloon got caught 

in a tree and several guests ran to disentangle it. Horsfall, who was in front, fell 

down the Ha-ha severely fracturing his leg. 148 

Hodgson continued, the storm of indignation against the papal aggression had 

been succeeded by a calm that some took to mean that indignation had subsided. 

Nothing could be more contrary to the fact. Recent measures did not to justify them 

in falling back into indolent security. There was no honourable retreat, and no 

neutrality consistent with their patriotic obligations and Christian duty. They could 

not, either as patriots or Christians, remain idle spectators in the struggle. He then 

introduced “our friend Dr McNeile” who was greeted with prolonged cheering.  

McNeil denied that the Maynooth grant was annual or guaranteed permanent 
support. Prior to the French Revolution it was forbidden to fund any seminary 

teaching Roman Catholicism. Pitt introduced an act for the better education of 

persons professing the Roman Catholic religion. £8000 pounds was voted for the 

college and further grants were made over the next 3 years. In 1800 the act of union 

took place and certain clauses were interpreted such that a grant was given. 

However these clauses expired after 20 years and there was no obligation to 

continue them. McNeile maintained that the Catholics of Maynooth believed in the 
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supreme authority of the pope including a right to depose heretic rulers. If they had 

not done so it was because they had not sufficient force to do so. England was guilty 

of suicidal folly and anti-Christian wickedness.  He railed against transubstantiation 

and claimed it idolatrous amounting to worshipping man in the body of Christ. He 

accused them of vile and prurient curiosity in the confessional and of the base 
interrogation of men‟s wives. He flung down one of their training manuals on 

confession from which he had begun reading saying “Oh it is filthy beyond 

expression!”  He claimed the college educated a greater number of priests than were 

required in Ireland and these had been propagating Romanism in England. He had 

written to Edward Cardwell M.P. to invite him but received a rebuff as Cardwell 

believed the grant had benefited education in Ireland. Thomas Birch also declined to 

attend a meeting whose opinion was already formed. McNeile said they would soon 

have the opportunity to change their representatives.     

The Mercury estimated that in Liverpool there were 156 places of worship; 56 

Protestant, 86 Dissenter and 12 Catholic. There were 117,000 protestant seats but 

only 63,000 were regularly filled whereas Catholic seats numbered 15,000 and 

attendance was nearly 39,000. The paper felt some people should pay less attention 
to promoting sectarianism and more to encouraging those who habitually 

“misspent” the Sabbath.149 

In March 1852 Adam Hodgson attended a meeting of the Liverpool 

Constitutional Association in the Clarendon Rooms to ask William Forbes 

Mackenzie, secretary to the treasury under Lord Derby and Charles Turner, 

chairman of the Liverpool Docks Board, to become candidates at the forthcoming 

election.150 Samuel Home said Mackenzie would be a representative of great talent 

and of devoted attachment to the constitution. Turner was too well known to require 

introduction; his acquaintance with local affairs and great commercial knowledge 

made him a fit representative. He attacked the Manchester Liberals accusing them 

of wanting to become the Masters of England and to destroy the constitution and the 
House of Lords.  

After Francis Shand read the requisition Adam Hodgson said he would like the 

proposers to state what “communications had been made with Mr Mackenzie as to 

his protestant principles?  (Hear, hear).” Thomas Bold reported that Mackenzie 

had said “... I voted for the grant to Maynooth; but I never regretted so much in my 

life as having given my vote on that occasion, and I would now do all in my power 

to subvert it in any way I could. (loud cheers).” Hodgson said he had been 

satisfactorily answered, and would have great pleasure in attaching his name to the 

requisition. However he did not wish to be misunderstood, he did not advocate 

every policy of the government, to some extent he appeared as a free-trader; there 

were cries of No, No.  He thought protection injurious and experience had shown 

that the free trade policy was the best. There were more cries of no, no. “That was 
his opinion, and one which had not been hastily arrived at; others, who thought 

differently, could maintain their own views on the matter. (Hear, hear) But he would 

throw free trade to the winds, rather than oppose the slightest obstacle to an 

administration on which he could depend, with ten times more firmness, than that of 

Lord John Russell for the preservation of the fundamental principles of the country. 

(Cheers).” The principles of the constitution were safer in the hands of Lord Derby 

than Lord John Russell; all other matters were as dust in the balance. “What was 
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our commerce, if the principles of our constitution were to be sapped and 

undermined ... What was the question of free trade, compared with our 

determination to say that protestant England shall be protestant England. (Loud 

applause).” Several rounds of applause were given for the Queen, Lord Derby, and 

the protestant institutions and the meeting closed. 
Needless to say these candidates were not supported by the Mercury which 

confessed itself in the dark as to McKenzie‟s qualifications. As to McNeile‟s 

support of the present ministry, it pointed out that the Earl of Derby, the Earl of 

Lonsdale, the Marquis of Salisbury, Sir John Parkington, the Earl of Hardwicke, the 

Duke of Northumberland, Lord John Manners, the Earl of Eglington and Mr 

Mackenzie had all supported the Maynooth Grant and seven of them were cabinet 

members! Mackenzie had originally opposed the grant, on being given office by 

Peel voted for double the amount, and now regretted doing so. It wondered how 

they would “keep the eel once caught or stop the weathercock turning unless by 

nailing it.”151 

Mackenzie and Turner‟s supporters held a large meeting on April Fools day in 

the Amphitheatre and among those on the platform were Samuel Holme and Adam 
Hodgson. The stage was decorated with slogans including; For God our Queen and 

our Country; No Manchester Dictation; Mind your own Mills, and grind not the 

children of the poor; British ships, colonies and commerce; Happy homes and altars 

free. Hurrah for old home-fed England; No Polish Black loaf and Fourpence a day 

for the English Labourer; The Duchess of Lancaster, The Queen and the Lancashire 

Witches.152 

In April there was a large free trade demonstration and the Amphitheatre was 

packed with 14, or 15,000 people. 10,000 failed to obtain admission.152 The Mercury 

opined that in the enfranchisement of commerce and labour Tories and Liberals had 

fought together. The work begun by Huskisson, forwarded by Peel and aided by 

Russell would continue as long as men like George Hall Lawrence, William 
Rathbone and Robertson Gladstone came forward.152 It then weighed in on Adam 

Hodgson, “That such a man as Mr. Adam Hodgson – patient, gentlemanly, and 

sincerely religious, and who avows himself to be a Free Trader – should abandon a 

cause in which the feeding of the hungry and the clothing of the naked is involved, is 

to us a matter of surprise and of unfeigned regret; but that he should consider the 

well-being of millions of his fellow-men of less moment than the abstraction of 

£30,000 a year from the College of Maynooth, when in all probability, neither the 

government nor the candidates whom he supports will make an effort to withdraw 

the grant, is to us a matter of astonishment. If Mr Adam Hodgson were a frothy and 

ambitious candidate for popular honours; if he were not, as we believe him to be, 

one of the most amiable and humane men in the town, we should be unconcerned at 

his abandonment of the Free Trade cause in the hour of its peril. But, if we are not 
mistaken, he is a gentleman who believes that one of the noblest forms of Christian 

duty is the effort to improve the physical and moral well-being of all men; and we 

put it to him, an acknowledged Free Trader, whether in converting wretchedness 

into comfort, pining want into smiling content, miserable parents and half-fed 

children into happy household circles, rusting idleness into healthful industry, he 

would not do more for the glory of God and the good of his fellow-creatures than he 
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would accomplish by the withdrawal of the Maynooth grant?” In a final thrust it 

revealed that at the last election Hodgson had “plumped” for Sir Digby Mackworth. 

It was some time before the election was held. The Tories employed 

canvassers who at the end of May reported out of 9000 canvases 5,400 in favour of 

the Tories.153 The liberals treated the result with scorn. Soon the Tory candidates 
began to back track on protectionism and the free trade candidates held out hope of 

an enquiry into Maynooth. A meeting of Free Trade protestants in the 

Amphitheatre, joined by the free trade candidates Cardwell and Ewart, was noisily 

heckled by the ultra‟s who had forged entrance tickets.154 Thomas Berry Horsfall, 

standing as a Tory in Derby, revealed that he was a free-trade Tory and opposed to 

the Maynooth Grant.155 Samuel Holme expressed similar opinions in Chester.156 

McNeile, who had formerly said cheap bread meant low wages, now urged that 

free-trade was not the question, Protestantism was the question. In the mean time he 

appealed to the Orange Lodges to resist the encroachments of Rome.157 In June the 

magistrates proposed curtailing the usual processions and electioneering in the 

interests of public order. Cardwell and Ewart agreed but Mackenzie and Turner did 

not.158 

On July 1st parliament was dissolved. The Tories were promising a “grand 

and gaudy show” but the Free Traders decided to run a low key election without 

party colours. Recent acts of parliament made treating punishable by a £10 fine, and 

it was thought the free traders would obey the law. The Mercury was absolutely 

confident that the free traders would win the day.159 On the morning of the poll the 

Mercury thought that “malt” had been operating on the “free and independent” 

electors.160 The Tories got out their supporters early with cars, and omnibuses and 

the ale flowed freely. There were allegations of bribery by the stratagem of buying 

apparently worthless items; one allegation was of a shell, a chimney piece 

ornament, worth 2d, being purchased for £4. Numerous public houses were open, 

where on presentation of a token the supporters of Mackenzie and Turner could get 
meat and drink in abundance. Mackenzie and Turner duly triumphed through 

“bestiality, sottishness, rampant bigotry, religious hatred and senseless stupidity.”  

The Mercury alleged that the candidates had been Gazetted in a government journal 

before the result could have been known; “money was provided in abundance –

whether by our local protectionists, from the Carlton Club, or from the treasury 

itself, we know not, but money there was in abundance, and liberally as the liquid 

gifts of the „unco pious‟ were distributed, but a small portion… could have been 

spent in debauching the poorer classes… , if it be true as we have heard that the 

victory cost £60,000.”  

Horsfall was elected in Derby amid allegations of organised bribery.161 

McNeile was said to be in line for a deanery or a bishopric; in this they were wrong, 

it was not until 1868 that Disraeli elevated him Dean of Ripon. Derby had won amid 
scenes “more reminiscent of the deranged lunatic Lord George Gordon than of a 

„reformed‟ parliament.” The Mercury was now rather sanguine – it had done the 

sums; 2,500 freemen could be bought by the Tories, who could also get out 4,500 

householders – all the liberals could count on was 5000 voters. It would be hard 

work to get enough additional registrations to challenge that ascendancy.  

In November a petition was presented to parliament alleging that Thomas 

Berry Horsfall had been returned in Derby by illegal and corrupt means. A petition 
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signed by William Rathbone was presented alleging that the Liverpool election had 

been won by bribery and corruption.162 In all 109 petitions objecting to the return of 

120 members were presented by December, most alleging treating, bribery and 

corruption.163 The Mercury thought,“There must surely be something very strange 

and rotten in the heart and constitution of the House of Commons, when pretty near 
the whole of its time is occupied in forming committees to inquire into the validity of 

the returns of nearly a quarter of its members.”164 

In early March Horsfall was unseated; the parliamentary committee found his 

agents guilty of corruption but without his complicity. A number of £10 

householders and freemen had attended the County Tavern where, in a secret room, 

they had put their hand out behind them to receive sums of around £2 from an 

unseen hand. They were then liberally supplied with drink. Where these funds came 

from was far from clear. Horsfall showed to the committee‟s satisfaction that it was 

not from him but that was all.165 The Liverpool petition was heard at the end of 

May. It contained a list of over 50 bribed electors along with groups of people who 

had offered the bribes and a list of over 60 proprietors of beer houses, pubs and 

hotels where treating had occured.166 The bribes in Liverpool were much smaller 
than elsewhere, generally amounting to about 5s.; a bit less than a day‟s wages.167 

However John Brown, a tobacconist, alleged that Turner had promised, through his 

friend James Tyrer, the treasurer of the Sailor‟s Home Committee, to get him a 

position.168 The Sailors home had been launched at a meeting in 1841 attended by 

Hodgson, McNeile, Rushton, Rathbone and others.169 The building was still 

incomplete in 1851 and finally opened in December 1852 –as an Episcopal 

institution, much apparently to Rathbone‟s surprise.170  

Publicans had been paid to supply refreshments on production of a ticket. The 

keeper of the Edge-Hill coffee house admitted supplying beef, bread butter and 

coffee on 581 tickets during a ropers‟ meeting. All the tickets were red, the Tory 

colours.171 The paltriness of the bribes and the fact that so many had not been 
induced to change their votes gave heart to the Tories. Who could think it 

objectionable to pay a working man for the loss of his time? The Mercury thought a 

conscience that required fortifying with 5s. easily seduced. Turner and Mackenzie 

were unseated but the committee eschewed further punishment; Liverpool was not 

disfranchised and a writ of election quickly ensued. The Mercury summed up, 

hundreds of free men had been bribed with a day‟s wages, others were converted 

into flag carriers, door keepers, messengers, and employees as a pretext for a bribe 

in the form of wages. There were open houses at which voters could obtain food and 

drink; more formal “feeds” were provided for the respectable portion of the party, 

and all was “part and parcel of a long established and well understood system.”172 

As a result of the “Derby Dilly‟s” doings the Earl of Derby was able to form 

his first short-lived administration but by December of 1852 it had fallen apart and 
been replaced by Aberdeen‟s coalition.173 At the next election in July 1853, despite 

the Tories selection of the unseated member for Derby, then on holiday in 

Switzerland, and a relatively unknown Lordling in the shape of Liddell, they 

romped to victory once more. The Tory machine was hard at work and the Mercury 

thought little had changed. “Hackney coaches and cars, of which the Tories had 

engaged an immense number to convey voters to the poll, kept continually rattling 

along the streets, and as the day wore on many a jaded horse bore testimony to the 
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heat of the strife, whilst the drunken occupants of the vehicles showed what 

influences had been at work.”174 

But for the Evangelicals the prick‟s continued, now in the shape of the 

Reverend Prynne, Puseyite vicar of St Peter‟s, Eldad, Plymouth. Prynne worked 

with the Sisters of Mercy, a protestant Nunnery run by Lydia Sellon, and had been 
hearing the confessions of the sisters. This provoked heated controversy and quite a 

few scurrilous accusations.175 Confession was not a part of the Anglican ministry, 

however, in the exhortation to communion, a person who could not quiet his 

conscience could go to “some godly minister and open his grief.” Prynne was 

accused by two local clergy of privately hearing confessions of young girls from the 

convent, and asking them filthy and abominable questions.  A number of runaways 

gave the impression of a “Roman” convent and a suspicion that some were detained 

against their will. The Protestant Alliance were drawn in and letters exchanged 

between Shaftsbury and the Bishop of Exeter.176 Although no law had been broken 

the Bishop of Exeter, himself a Puseyite, was forced to hold an enquiry in 

September 1852.177 Reporters from three local papers attended on condition they did 

not publish anything the Bishop deemed “unfit for the public ear.” A statement was 
read from a girl of 14 suggesting she had been asked about unclean thoughts in bed. 

She was explicit about what uncleanness was but her reply was suppressed. The 

Bishop asked that her name be suppressed lest it damage her character and leave her 

prey to the seducer. The Bishop wanted proof that there was a confessional in the 

church. He disposed of this to his satisfaction since confessions were held in the 

vestry. A woman was interviewed who had removed her child from the convent 

because of Prynne‟s questions during confession. The Bishop asked if she 

understood it was for the child‟s good. “I could not think it would be for her good. It 

would be enlightening her in wickedness.” The child was then interviewed but as it 

became delicate the Bishop and two representatives from each side accompanied by 

a shorthand writer withdrew to a separate room. Another girl‟s testimony was taken 
who went into detail about the questions she had been asked. She was asked if she 

had ever used (suppressed) and if she ever (suppressed). These confessions were 

vehemently denied by Prynne and the Sisters of Mercy. There followed a long 

doctrinal discussion after which Exeter acquitted Prynne of all blame. 

On November 5th the Mercury reported a large confirmation service held in St 

Peter‟s Eldad.178 The news was two weeks old and undoubtedly inserted as a goad. 

There were 190 communicants, which was greatly diminished over previous years 

following recent events. The Bishop of Exeter arrived to be met by a large crowd 

who gave him three groans. After the service he was greeted with groans, hissings 

and hootings and the noisy crowd followed him to Prynne‟s house when two men 

went up to him and called him a beast. Others called out to ask whether they had 

any candles or carrots with them, articles which had lately acquired some public 
interest. After lunch he left in his carriage and was greeted with further hissing and 

hooting louder than before. People chanted, “Who keeps a brothel?, Prynne! Who 

sanctions it ? The Bishop!” The Bishop apparently had his coat buttoned up to the 

chin and was thoroughly unnerved. The piece concluded; “Thus ended the first 

confirmation at Eldad.” 

The Liverpool Evangelicals responded in November with a public meeting in 

the Amphitheatre “to protest against the practices which are said to have been 
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introduced in the diocese of Exeter.”179 There was a “large attendance” with 

numerous clergy and many influential merchants, including Edward Cropper. Adam 

Hodgson arrived on the platform to take the chair accompanied by McNeile “amidst 

loud applause followed by the Kentish fire.” Hodgson referred to recent proceedings 

in Exeter, and the bishop‟s admission of the practice of the confessional. This did 
not amount to any offence against ecclesiastical or temporal law. The crown had no 

power to prevent Romish practices in the Church of England; the only way to 

prevent them was by the good sense of the people of England. The confessional 

injured the character of the women of England, the clergy of England, and destroyed 

the civil and religious liberties of the laity of the country. He called on all true 

friends of the church to rise as one man and show that no clergyman could introduce 

such a system. 

McNeile proposed the motion “That it is evident to this meeting that practices 

inconsistent with the principles of the Reformation have been introduced into the 

church in the diocese of Exeter ... and ...instead of being checked by the bishop ... 

had been sanctioned by him...” McNeile spoke for 2 hours on the proceedings at 

Exeter and the practices of the Roman church. He declared that Englishmen would 
never submit to such a system and would carry out to the fullest extent the 

principles of the reformation. The resolution was unanimously adopted after 

proceedings lasting 5 hours. 

The struggles of the evangelists with the National Society continued and in 

June of 1853 the Church of England Education Society held a public meeting in the 

Amphitheatre.180 Admission was confined to “persons interested in the education of 

the children of the poor in the protestant and evangelical principles of the church of 

England”. There was a “numerous attendance” and among the dignitaries present  

were Edward Cropper, T.B. Horsfall, and T.D. Anderson. Among the clergy were 

Edward Girdlestone, vicar of Deane, Hugh McNeile, and Freeman Ould. Cropper 

proposed Charles Inman take the chair as the vice presidents, Adam Hodgson and T. 
B. Horsfall were “both absent for some time with their families from Liverpool; the 

former at Llandudno, the latter on the continent.” The Society supported scriptural 

education of the poor. Funds were used to support teachers or purchase school 

requisites and there were grants for building school rooms. Rev William Pollock 

spoke and said that they were not there to fight all the old fights with the secularist, 

nor those who introduced religion in name only, but as English churchmen to 

acknowledge that the church had not made sufficient provision for its children. The 

National Society had fallen into the hands of the Tractarians and its meetings had 

become scenes of unseemly struggles. His resolution acknowledged the deficiency 

of the education of the poor and the need to inculcate the principles of the church of 

the reformation. Girdlestone hoped to see a new society within a few years with 

funds to match the funds of the Bible Society. It was agreed to form an auxiliary and 
a committee was elected including Edward Cropper, Adam Hodgson, Hugh 

McNeile, and T.B. Horsfall.  

January 1854 saw the formation of a reformatory institution for criminal and 

destitute children – juvenile delinquents200 for, despite the rise in sectarian issues, 

meetings enjoying cross-party support could still be held. Indeed Rathbone once 

said of his “Tory friends”; “...although we are good friends in private, in public we 

fight like man and wife.”154 The movement was supported by the Earl of Shaftsbury 
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but enjoyed cross-party support. Hugh McNeile was present having recently 

returned from Ireland following the death of his mother, but so too was the Rev. Dr. 

Goss the Catholic Archbishop of Liverpool and Archdeacon Brooks. Among the 

laity were Thomas Thornley MP, William Rathbone, T.B. Horsfall and many others. 

It fell to Adam Hodgson to invite the Earl of Harrowby – the former Lord Sandon, 
the Earl of Derby, and Lord Stanley, his cousin, but all sent their excuses with 

expressions of support. Harrowby was attending the Cathedral Commission, the 

Earl of Derby blamed the approaching opening of parliament and Stanley a private 

engagement. They all addressed him as My Dear Sir, except Derby, who addressed 

him as Dear Hodgson. 

Nationally 14-15,000 youths under 17 were brought before the courts and the 

Edinburgh review estimated that “a mass of 50,000 vicious lads lived on the 

plunder of society.” They agreed to petition for a locally managed reformatory 

institution subject to government inspection. Government support was essential and 

local benevolence aided by generous grants. Despite the cross-party support the 

clauses on local management were introduced by McNeile in what was seen as a 

very sectarian speech drawing on the “sin of great cities” and making connections 
between prostitution and delinquency. For months and months the Mercury thought 

they had heard nothing but theological controversy and McNeile‟s speech was 

nothing they had not heard from platform and pulpit for 50 years. 

Hostilities between liberal and Tory hit new depths when the Mayor called a 

meeting in February 1854 to discuss the Parliamentary Oaths Bill proposed by 

Russell.183 The liberals urged their supporters to mount strong opposition and to 

attend. The Tories largely attended the Amphitheatre where they believed the 

Sessions House meeting would adjourn. By noon the Amphitheatre was full but the 

Sessions House was comparatively empty. Among those present were William 

Rathbone, William Earle, Rev McNeile, George Holt, Adam Hodgson, C. Horsfall, 

T. D. Anderson, John Yates, John Moss, G. H. Lawrence and J. A. Tobin. The 
Mayor opened the meeting saying the requisition had been more numerously signed 

than that on Juvenile Delinquency. Christopher Bushell moved to adjourn to the 

Amphitheatre. William Rathbone opposed and hoped the Mayor would not be 

dictated to by the Protestant Association. William Earle supported him saying the 

Amphitheatre was packed with many eloquent men and he hoped the Mayor would 

let them remain “cooped.” After some high words Bushell, with the support of 

McNeile, moved to adjourn to the Exchange. Rathbone moved that the meeting 

remain where it was. There was some to and fro of remarks amidst considerable 

uproar and when the mayor restored order the amendment was carried. Thomas 

Bold then tried to have the meeting put off until the following day but this too was 

lost.  

Rev. William Pollock tried to speak, amid great uproar, of the need to support 
government in this time of crisis. Then the Amphitheatre people began to arrive 

greatly increasing the confusion. He went on to condemn the doctrine of papal 

infallibility and moves to turn the protestant institutions of the country into an open 

question like the Corn Laws. He put a motion declaring the new Oaths Bill a serious 

innovation on the protestant character of the constitution. His speech was followed 

by great cheering and rounds of Kentish fire along with groans, hissing and shouting 

and calls of three cheers for the Pope and Louis Napoleon. James Tyrer seconded 
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the motion saying it was unfair to expect protestants to give up the safeguards of 

their religion when the opposition would not alter their doctrines. Rathbone 

proposed an amendment that neither the political nor religious institutions of the 

country depended on the administration of religious oaths and tests. The Mayor then 

said he had received another motion to postpone the meeting on the grounds that 
hundreds were unable to gain admission. He had sent for the police to clear the 

avenues but in view of the previous motion could not adjourn. Charles Turner 

attempted to speak but could not get a hearing. McNeile then spoke amid 

considerable interruption, condemning the cannon laws of the Catholic Church and 

asserting that repeal of the current laws would remove the security of the protestant 

church. He was interrupted by a cry of “We will make a Bishop of you.” He replied 

that if he had been willing to pat the Catholic Church on the back, he would have 

been a bishop long ago. He moved that Lord John Russell‟s bill should be strongly 

resisted by the country at large. The meeting had now been sitting for three hours.  

Jonathan Aikin moved a motion opposing McNeile‟s and condemned the two 

parsons for spending so long attacking papists. His motion when put to the vote was 

lost, and so was McNeile‟s. Mr Jeffery then attempted to put a motion saying that 
after 5 and half hours of meeting he wished to sum up the views of the majority –in 

support of the amendments to parliamentary oaths. He could not get a hearing and 

the Mayor declared the meeting dissolved. After six hours, “thus ended one of the 

most extraordinary town‟s meetings ever held in Liverpool.” 

Nor did McNeile always get his own way even with his Protestant Operative 

Associations. In June 1854 he attended a meeting of the Working Men‟s Church 

Association accompanied by Adam Hodgson‟s son Adam Henry.183 Adam Henry 

held a BA from Trinity, Cambridge and had been ordained a Deacon at Lichfield in 

May 1853.184 McNeile spoke of the benefit of extending to all classes the sound 

scriptural and protestant principles of the reformed church. In his speech he rebutted 

criticism of the Liverpool clergy and accused the Roman faith of corrupting and 
abusing the word of God. He accused the Tractarians of being a half way house, “a 

sort of bowing and scraping without going down on the knees altogether.” But 

some hissing was heard. He said, “Do I hear a working man hissing that? Oh 

wonderful, that would be a strange thing indeed in this town. Do you want a 

protestant church? Do you want a house where the gospel is made known?” But 

there was more dissent, someone said, “It is all stuff what you are talking about – 

cries of turn him out – I work close to your church. I am Mr Eaton‟s gardener. It is 

all stuff what you are talking about.” There was some dialogue in support and then 

Mr Eaton‟s gardener rose again and said, “I live in the neighbourhood of your 

church, and I was thankful a church was building in the neighbourhood, until I 

heard the stuff that was preached in it – turn him out. The chairman said that his 

interruption was not very Christian like. The man replied, there were many parts of 
your sermon that were not right – turn him out.” McNeile went on to eulogise how 

men of differing opinions could unite in the great work and offered the man an 

opportunity of speaking. He was Joseph Hamer of Whitfield street who said; “I 

have subscribed towards building this new church – because I had lived a long time 

in sin and drunkenness, and never went to church,. ... I love the church, and am 

willing to spend and be spent for Christ – and it hurts my feelings very much when I 

hear one church minister rising up to speak against another, his brother.”  
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McNeile said they were the assailed not assailants.  “It is quite an improper 

thing for one church minister to stand up and speak against another. I would be 

extremely sorry to enter into such a proceeding had we not been assailed. It has 

been declared in the newspapers of Liverpool that the clergy of the Church of 

England in Liverpool are not conducting their church rightly (No more they aren‟t 
and confusion) and that another church must be built to show the way. Is not that 

attacking us? We are in self-defence, and I quite agree with my friend. See what 

comes of discussion – isn‟t it a fine thing; oh a beautiful thing!” 

The chairman mentioned that the church for which they were subscribing was 

raised for the Rev. Mr. Gabriel. Hamer replied that it was not – it was the poor 

man‟s church. McNeile walked out. The chairman listed the benefactors, 400 

working men had raised £68, they had been given a site worth £1,000, Edward 

Molyneux, Edward Cropper and T. D. Anderson had each given £100, and they had 

raised £700. Half the sittings of the new church would be free. 

At the end of March 1855 a Royal Commission into the Maynooth Grant and 

the management of the college presented its report concluding there was no 

evidence of any disloyalty to the crown185 which did not please the ultras. On the 
subject of chastity and the confessional they found no evidence these studies had 

any injurious effect on the mind or character of the students. McNeile found his own 

evidence in support of the charges in the report‟s appendices and it was enough for 

him that the Earl of Harrowby was involved. McNeile convened another meeting in 

May 1855 calling for repeal of the Maynooth grant.186 In Parliament it became 

almost an annual event for Richard Spooner, MP for Birmingham, to bring up the 

Maynooth Question. But to no avail. The Mercury thought it was a bit like Bonfire 

Night, whose meaning was long since forgotten, but still it was unwise to play with 

fire or place edged tools in the hands of lunatics.187 

In November 1858 McNeile convened a public meeting of the Liverpool 

Working Men‟s Protestant Reformation Society in the Amphitheatre against 
auricular confession in the Church of England.188 The building was crowded with 

many from the Protestant Reform Association wearing Orange Scarves. McNeile 

said confession was an engine of power to bind them. In confessing a murderer in 

secrecy the law of God was violated. Confession was a nasty gratification of a nasty 

curiosity. He referred to the 1853 meeting at which Adam Hodgson had submitted 

opinions from several leading barristers in the temporal and spiritual courts that the 

legislature had no power of interference and the only mode of dealing with it was 

the power of public opinion. Hodgson had said a coming storm was portended, and 

he used words of prudence and soberness when he said the extension of auricular 

confession in the Church of England involved the future character of the women of 

England, the future character of the Clergy of the Church and the civil and religious 

liberty of the laity of England.  
Many were thoroughly delighted when McNeile‟s intolerance was exposed to 

public view when rumours of scandal in St Paul‟s Church were followed by a messy 

enquiry. Allegations were made against McNeile‟s curate, Rev. Robert Gent, of 

drunkenness, misappropriation of communion wine, and impropriety with a church 

cleaner, two of his female servants, and, most shocking, the wife of a “highly 

respectable” member of his congregation. The previous summer McNeile was 

absent from the parish for some time - he often went back to Antrim – and, 
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informed of the impropriety on his return, insisted Gent resign. Gent denied any 

impropriety and refused. McNeile applied to the Bishop to terminate his position but 

the Bishop would not agree, nevertheless McNeile had Gent suspended.189 Gent 

appealed to the Bishop and a commission of enquiry heard evidence at the end of 

January 1858. 
Elizabeth Powell, a church cleaner, accused Gent of rubbing his foot against 

her leg and of being in drink. Mary Ainlow, 23, a maid of all work who used to 

serve at Gent‟s table alleged Gent used to tread on her toes. She also alleged that 

during a family picnic Gent had, with Mrs Gent present, put his hand up her clothes 

and grasped her leg just below the knee. She further alleged a similar indecent at his 

house, however, she had been dismissed for impertinence to Gent‟s wife. Sarah 

Bowdie, 16 ½, the children‟s nurse, said Gent rubbed his hand upon her thigh in 

pretence of playing with the babies toes as she held the child. She also testified to 

frequently being sent out to buy Gent a half pint of brandy. There was a fair amount 

of laughter in the court during the enquiries and next day the Vicar General the Rev. 

Thurlow asked for more decorum. 

Bernard McGuire, the pew opener, testified seeing Gent staggering in the street 
and of having a tumbler of wine before him in the vestry. He also alleged 

misappropriation of the sacramental wine and told of Gent staying out late drinking 

and smoking with a Dr. Gruggen. Mrs Ann Henry a publican testified that for the 

whole year only two pints of brandy had been supplied on Gent‟s account,  most of 

which was for a pint of bitter beer supplied at dinner time. Richard Gilpin, the 

school master of St Paul‟s alleged that Gent frequently visited the school smelling 

like a brandy shop. It emerged the school was inefficient according to the 

government inspectors. McNeile was called and made a speech suggesting that the 

commission was solely concerned with the charges against Gent and should not to 

proceed ad libitum into other matters.190, 191 Gent‟s representative objected to 

McNeile‟s presumption in trying to direct their proceedings. McNeile asked for the 
protection of the court if questions were asked about his conduct. He was asked 

about several rumours that were not part of the present charges. These were; that 

Gent had addressed a letter to the Sunday school teacher Miss Smith with the words, 

“My Own Dear Jane,” that he had been drinking with Mrs. Bushell and Dr. 

Gruggen, which they vigorously denied. In his letter to Jane Smith, Gent described 

himself as a “catholic minded liberal un-sectarian soul” – terms unlikely to meet 

with McNeile‟s approval.  

These denials had been given to McNeile in writing by Gent but made no 

difference to his determination that he should resign. Gent took advice from 

Christopher Bushell who offered arbitration and 53 of the pew holders prepared a 

memorial urging arbitration but McNeile refused. McNeile in reply blamed the 

bishop for the delay and noted that many pew holders had not signed. McNeile in a 
final statement said his position with regard to Gent would remain unchanged even 

if he was vindicated of all charges.  

In defence, Rev. Birley, the government inspector for schools, revealed that the 

boys‟ school, run by Gilpin, was generally inadequate but particularly so in 

scripture and catechism. Gent told him this was due to the introduction of too many 

controversial subjects. He had in 6 years only on 3 occasions withheld a certificate 
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and here it was not because of the inadequacy of Gilpin‟s teacher‟s examination but 

the inadequacy of the teaching.192 

Mr Shipley, of the Dingle, a partner in Brown, Shipley & Co., successors to 

William and James Brown, testified that Gent had dined at his house on half a dozen 

occasions and he had also met him at Mr. Cropper‟s and had never seen anything 
improper in his conduct. Mary McGregor, Matron at Warrington Blue Coat School, 

declared Gilpin‟s assertion that Gent reeked like a brandy shop utterly false and that 

Gent had complained of Gilpin‟s management of the school. Several more character 

witnesses were called, but then a painter named Samuel Hudson turned up and 

volunteered that Mrs Powell had been in the habit of drinking the communion wine 

and had shown him a grating in the cellar beneath which you could look up at 

people standing on it. Mr Miram from Maples‟ wine merchants testified that the 

supply of 8 dozen bottles of wine per year had not varied at all before or after 

Gents‟ arrival. Finally Edward Cropper testified to his and his wife‟s good character 

on repeated visits to his house. However he said the evidence in court had not been 

without its effect on his mind. 

On the fifth day the enquiry began summing up. Deighton, who acted as 
prosecutor, admitted there was no case to answer.193 James, Gent‟s defender, took 

the opportunity of attacking McNeile, accusing him of lacking Christian charity, and 

expressing the hope “that friendliness, charity, and Christian benevolence, may 

more prevail in this town of Liverpool than for the last 20 years they have. (Hear, 

hear – and loud continued cheering).”  The Vicar General declared there were no 

grounds for further proceedings. Two clergy shook Gent by the hand and three 

cheers were given for Gent and three groans for Ware. Gent hurried out of court but 

was stopped and born out of the building shoulder high. A car was waiting outside 

but the crowd took the horse from the shafts and he was drawn and pushed along the 

London road to Lime Street and into Renshaw Street where the horse was attached 

and Gent driven off amid a cheering crowd to Prince‟s Park. 
McNeile was forced to clean out his stables; the schoolmaster Richard Gilpin 

was dismissed, as were Richard Ware and Elizabeth Powell. Bernard Powell, the 

pew opener was inquired into by the Health Committee on charges of 

drunkenness.194 The Mercury felt that if McNeile had displayed “less of the 

contentious and arrogant spirit of controversy and looked, like the good shepherd, 

more immediately at home, there would be less of evil speaking and malice amongst 

his own fold.”192 Others suggested – “The sooner we have a little more practical 

piety and a little less platform pretension the better.”193 Within days a subscription 

was raised for Mrs. Gent who was presented with a blue silk bead purse containing 

30 gns196 and there was a general subscription for Mr. Gent. McNeile made no 

allusion to the case at his weeknight service.195 However he did temporarily 

accommodate himself for the following Sunday Gent assisted McNeile by reading 
parts of the Sunday morning service. Such was the interest that all three galleries 

were filled to overflowing and hundreds went away unable to get in. An agreement 

had been reached not to mention late proceedings and Gent took as his text 

Agrippa‟s answer to S. Paul Acts xxvi - xxviii “almost though persuadeth me to be 

a Christian.” Those hearing him for the first time were favourably impressed.197 

In March Gent was presented with an inscribed silver tray and of £870.198 In 

his acceptance speech Gent admitted to doctrinal and “churchmanship” differences 



And the Children‟s Teeth are Set on Edge 

374 

 

with McNeile. McNeile had threatened that unless he went quietly, he would find 

another curate and the reasons would come out in the newspapers. He had never 

agreed to resign and McNeile‟s assertions in the witness box were untrue. He had 

taken legal advice over a suit of defamation but there were no witnesses. He said 

two of his services had attracted larger contributions than ever before and suggested 
that McNeile had said, we must get rid of this man, he is getting too big for us. Gent 

said that from the entire congregation he had received “marked attention, but from 

him and his family I have barely received civility.” The origins of the affair had 

been the excessive spirit of controversy and in order to “save my school children 

from being drugged to stupefaction with the Romish controversy” he had been 

forced to reduce bible lessons from 5 to 3 mornings per week. “I have seen enough, 

more than enough, to convince me that a man cannot indulge that excessive 

controversial spirit without becoming himself narrow-minded, bigoted, intolerant, 

and altogether unlovely. From it, and form all its deadly fruits, “Good Lord, deliver 

us!” One matter which may have spurred a spirit of vengeance in Gilpin emerged in 

June 1859 when he sued McNeile for arrears of salary. Gent had reduced his agreed 

salary from £90 pa to £75 when his schoolmaster‟s house was completed. Gilpin 
won his case.199 

McNeile‟s influence was on the wane by this time and he did not always 

choose the most sensible battlegrounds. In December 1857 a meeting took place at 

the Collegiate Institution about the introduction of Oxford Examinations.200 Rev. 

Turner put the resolution; the meeting cordially approves of the middle class 

examinations as propounded by the University of Oxford; and it welcomes it as a 

scheme likely to be of material benefit to the cause of education. Just as they were 

about to proceed to the vote McNeile got up and protested at the way religion was 

treated by the scheme. It proposed that parents should be the judges of whether 

pupils participated in the religious part of the scheme. If the parents were Christian 

the young men were to be indulged in Christianity; if infidel, the infidelity of the 
father was to be stamped upon the offspring. Furthermore if the child passed the 

examination in the rudiments of faith and religion it would not affect his standing in 

the list. This was an ill treatment of the whole subject of religion. This was treating 

Christianity with contempt. Education without religion was a curse not a blessing. 

He brought up the corporation schools of 21 years ago which attempted education 

without religion and the scheme had failed. If the scheme introduced religion merely 

to disparage it he would rather it had been left out altogether. He proposed an 

amendment which said we feel conscientiously precluded from availing ourselves of 

a proposal which denied to Christianity the place it was entitled in every scheme of 

education calculated to do real good to fallen man. They could not expect to get this 

through Liverpool without a struggle such as there never was before. 

Mr James Ryley said he supported the original resolution and though it might 
be rashness to oppose the reverend doctor, he was a Quaker and he trusted a 

Christian also. Dr McNeile made a mistake when he made Church of Englandism 

Christianity. He objected to any scheme of education that all could not take part of. 

He wanted his Christianity but he did not want it hedged around by any particular 

sect. After a great deal of further discussion the meeting adjourned without either 

resolution being put. It made little difference the Collegiate Institution participated 

in the examinations in any event. 
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James Ryley, was the son of Adam Hodgson‟s cotton broking partner, James 

Ryley senior, who died in 1859 when his son joined Hodgson and Ryley. Adam 

Hodgson‟s son Wilberforce joined the firm about the same time but died in 1861 of 

unknown causes when Adam‟s son Reginald Hodgson joined the firm. He withdrew 

in 1864 and joined the firm of Hodgson and Cookson.201 

 

Onward Christian Soldiers. 
 

At 5.30 on the evening of Wednesday February 8th 1854 the inhabitants of 

Langfield, in the Vale of Todmorden, were alarmed by a loud noise resembling the 

falling of rocks or the collapse of a building.202 The 120 foot tower atop Stoodley 

Pike, built to commemorate the defeat of Napoleon, had collapsed. It was seen as an 
omen that the benefits of almost 40 years of peace were at an end. That day the 

Russian Ambassador left England as diplomatic relations were severed in the initial 

moves of the Crimean War.203  

In October 1854 the Mayor, John Lloyd, called a meeting of the magistrates to 

consider the establishment of a “Patriotic Fund”.204 Among those present were 

Stipendiary Magistrate Mansfield, Hugh Hornby, Samuel Holme, Adam Hodgson, 

Thomas Darnley Anderson and William Brown MP. A local fund had already been 

established for the relief of the wives of soldiers sent to the east and there were 183 

children and 110 women receiving aid. They proposed to take £50,000 from that 

fund for the patriotic fund to support the widows and children of gallant countrymen 

who had or might fall in the war. Robert Peel had written to the Mayor about 
contributions for the aid of the sick and wounded in the hospitals of Sebastopol and 

Constantinople. However the government had a duty to provide the best medical 

assistance despite reports of neglect and inefficiency. Adam Hodgson said the 

objects of the fund were clearly defined in the royal commission. They agreed to 

call a town meeting at which “but one sentiment pervaded the assemblage” and a 

motion was proposed by Archdeacon Brooks acknowledging “the glorious 

successes, which through Divine Providence, have attended her majesty‟s arms” 

and that widows and orphans were entitled to every assistance. T. B. Horsfall 

proposed a motion to establish a local committee of the Patriotic Fund. Adam 

Hodgson seconded the third motion which established the composition of the 

committee as the magistrates and council, clergy and ministers of religion of all 

denominations, local military and naval staff officers and members of the Select 
Vestry. 205 

Adam Hodgson spoke at meetings and contributed to the fund in the Everton 

and Kirkdale ward – he gave £20 as did T.D Anderson.206 By December, after 

Balaclava and the publicity surrounding Florence Nightingale,207 £29,000 had been 

raised.208 One result of the enthusiasm for the War in the East was to seriously 

deplete the funds of other charities such as the various Hospitals, and the Strangers 

Friend Society and all made special appeals mentioning the effects on their balance 

sheets of the huge success of the Patriotic Fund.209, 210, 211 On top of that by the end of 

February T. D. Anderson and Adam Hodgson along with, among others, James 

Moon, Charles Inman and William Brown began to solicit for the Everton Special 

Relief Fund “to alleviate the distress prevalent in this district caused by the severity 
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of the weather.”212 There had been severe gales and snowstorms as well as frosts 

and a continued easterly wind which threw many out of work as the docks came to a 

stand. The workhouse was inundated with people seeking relief.  

McNeile of course tied the war in with his theme of national apostasy. In June 

1856 he preached at St Paul‟s using the text “Them that honour me I will honour, 
and they that despise me shall be lightly esteemed.” He characterised the present 

generation of rulers as liberal and weak, who had dishonoured the reformation and 

the nation was chastised with calamities. 10 years ago they were visited by famine 

which brought death to thousands and now they were visited by war which had 

destroyed the flower and youth of the army; the cause - the Catholic Emancipation 

Act and the Grant to Maynooth.235 

 Then came the horrors of the Indian Mutiny. In September 1857 McNeile 

spoke at public meeting called by the Mayor, Francis Shand, “to express public 

sympathy with the unhappy sufferers in the truly distressing events that have 

occurred in India... and for taking such measures as may be deemed best to aid in 

relieving ... many who are left totally destitute.”  The meeting enjoyed cross party 

support and among those present were William Rathbone, William Brown, T. D. 
Anderson and many others.214 McNeile was remarkably even handed in his 

treatment of events. He mentioned differences of opinion on the way the 

government and East India Company had behaved in recent conquests. Nevertheless 

the highest authority recognised the right of conquest. “Render unto Caesar the 

things that are Caesars.” McNeile was deeply interested having one son who was a 

captain in the navy and another who was a Sanskrit scholar, and captain in the 5th 

Bengal Infantry, who had graduated from the East India Company‟s college at 

Haileybrook. His son‟s regiment in India had mutinied, although his son had not 

fallen victim. His wife who was with him at Umballah had been forced to flee to 

Carrowice and was sheltering in a single room with 80 others. “One room without a 

curtain to draw between them, without a separate room to retire to, for sleeping, 
washing, eating and all the details of social life. These indeed are the harrowing 

facts connected with persons in such a class of society.” However when Rathbone 

was called on to speak he said he had resolved to take no part but having been called 

on by the Mayor he would as a loyal subject second the resolution. He became more 

explicit saying there was a sin lying at our door and that some of our military men 

and civil men had been the cause of the feeling which was now abroad. He did not 

want to mitigate their feelings about the barbarians but believed our treatment of 

their women was a major cause. 

In the evening McNeile held a prayer meeting in the Concert Hall and read 

part of the 9th Chapter of Nehemiah in which the Levites confess that the 

disobedience of their fathers in Canaan led them to being vexed by their enemies. 

Our fathers have offended, visit not the sins of the fathers upon the children. The 
churches and chapels of Liverpool held a public day of fast and over £700 was 

collected, £221 from McNeile‟s church alone; by the middle of October the total 

collected in Liverpool was £1500. 

In August of 1858 Adam Hodgson convened a meeting of the Naval and 

Military Bible Society in Hope Hall but attendance was small.215 Adam Hodgson 

said that the society, though little known was very old being “older than anyone in 

the room” ... we had not taken sufficient interest .. in our army and navy.” We were 
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little acquainted with the individuals of which it was composed. The Crimean War 

and the Indian War had changed this through the publication of military 

biographies, particularly those of Captain Hedley Vickers, Captain Hammond, and 

General Havelock, which showed a depth of spirituality and a devotedness to the 

cause of Christ, as earnest as the courage which took them to the cannon‟s mouth. 
One of his examples, Hedley Shafto Johnstone Vicars (1826–1855) was an 

evangelical army officer killed in action during the Crimean War. Commissioned in 

the 97th Foot, he served in Corfu, Jamaica, and Canada. Returning to England in 

1853, he attended meetings at Exeter Hall. He was killed in the Siege of Sebastopol 

and mentioned in dispatches and a later book, „The Memorials of Captain Hedley 

Vicars‟ enjoyed wide popularity.216 

Hodgson said their courage was not a “flash in the pan,” but the fruit of a 

“deeply felt responsibility to God furnished hour by hour from the true source – a 

conscious nearness to eternity and a constant preparation for it. Havelock always 

spent two hours a day in devotion before commencing active duty. ... it was our duty 

to do all we could to promote their spiritual welfare; and there was no way in which 

we could do it with the same ... probability of success, as by the circulation of the 
Holy Scriptures.” 

Other charitable activities also took on a colonial focus. In December 1859 a 

meeting was held in support of the Malta Protestant College for the education of the 

natives of Central Asia, North Africa and the Mediterranean217, 218 attended by the 

Earl of Shaftesbury. Adam Hodgson was called to the chair and said that a number 

of them had met to consider raising funds for the college based simply on local 

contributions. “but their excellent friend Mr Charles Groves, who seemed endowed 

by nature with the peculiar faculty of begging, was not satisfied with this 

proposition, and suggested instead .....it should be made a national effort, ... to raise 

... not less than £10,000, the condition being that no sum should be called for unless 

the whole sum was subscribed.” Lord Shaftesbury asked them to consider the 
millions who lived in the Turkish Empire which was tottering. To prevent it falling 

into chaos required that the natives had a sound education on Protestant principles. 

The college also trained Englishmen in Eastern manners and languages for the 

diplomatic service and other agencies to spread British interests. Lord Shaftesbury 

who was educated at Harrow and Christ Church became a Tory MP in 1826, and is 

credited with responsibility for the Factory Acts of 1847 and 1853, as well as the 

Coal Mines Act of 1842 and the Lunacy Act of 1845. Among many charitable 

activities he was chairman of the Ragged Schools Union and a proponent of the 

Restoration of the Jews to the Holy Land. His memorial is Eros in Piccadilly Circus, 

more properly the Shaftesbury Memorial. Designed by Alfred Gilbert the 

aluminium statue represents Anteros, The Angel of Christian Charity, as a butterfly-

winged archer.219  
In March 1860 a four day missionary conference was held in Liverpool which 

Adam Hodgson attended presided over by the Earl of Shaftesbury. It was attended 

by missionaries from all over the world, including those to the native Americans, in 

the Arctic and from India, and Africa, the West Indies and China.220 In September 

1860 the Aborigines Protection Society held a public meeting in Hope Hall to hear 

Capt. W. Kennedy commander of Lady Franklin‟s private Arctic Expedition and Mr 

S. J. Abington from South Africa on the condition of the aborigines in the British 



And the Children‟s Teeth are Set on Edge 

378 

 

colonies.221 The local committee in its circular said it was necessary to call public 

attention to the treatment of aborigines in our colonies which had been the cause of 

cruel and expensive wars. John Cropper presided and on the platform was 

Nuhnebahweequay, or Catherine Sutton, envoy of the Ojibbeway Indians, who had 

been presented to the Queen, and was returning home. Abington asked if it was 
inevitable that wherever the white man went for colonisation the natives should 

perish, by gunpowder, fire-water, or the introduction of disease. Catherine Sutton 

“made a touching and simple appeal for the sympathy of her people whose wrongs 

she detailed in the most artless manner.” Adam Hodgson said hoped she “would 

carry back to her tribe the assurance of the heartfelt interest in their cause by 

Englishmen.” Catherine Sutton was a Methodist convert who lived with her English 

husband, William Sutton, on a mission settlement on the Credit River, Ontario.  

Between 1852 and 1857 they worked for Methodist Missions in Ontario and 

Michigan. Returning to Owen Sound they found the government had sold their land 

and prevented them from buying it back. Catherine Sutton came to England, helped 

by some New York Quakers to present their case to the colonial secretary and the 

queen. The government intervened and they were allowed to buy back their land, 
but nothing was done for other Native Americans in the area.222 

In December 1860 Adam Hodgson attended the 2nd annual meeting of the 

Church Aid Society along with Cannon McNeile, Christopher Bushell, and William 

Gregson.223 Bushell, in moving the adoption of the report said, “Of late large 

numbers of the more wealthy classes had taken their departure from the town; 

indeed it might be said that Liverpool had gone out of town. He hoped, however, 

that those who had gone to reside out of town, either for pleasure or health, would 

not forget the deep responsibility that rested upon them in relation to the masses of 

the poor whom they left behind” Henry Clarke proposed that the offertory system 

should replace the letting of pews. Most of the cheap pews were not taken and 

where pews were free they were not taken as they branded the occupiers as paupers. 
Preaching to the working classes under the pew system was not practicable. 

McNeile doubted the success of the offertory system and noted the growing 

resistance to church rates and he urged them not to allow the current session of 

parliament to pass without an attempt to regain their position as an established 

church. 

In October 1860 Adam Hodgson attended the Annual Meeting of the Bible 

Society in Philharmonic Hall “which was crowded in every part.”224  In the absence 

of Shaftesbury, whose daughter was ill, The Lord Bishop of Chester took the chair 

and among those present were Dr Raffles, William and James Brown of America, 

Adam Hodgson, and John Cropper. Rev. Henry Marlen reviewed their 50 year 

history; the first meeting had been held in the Town Hall on March 15th 1811 just 

seven years after the inauguration of the parent society. He said two gentlemen were 
present who had taken part in the formation of the branch; Dr Raffles and Adam 

Hodgson. There were cries of hear, hear and loud cheering. Next morning a public 

breakfast was held in the small concert room of St. George‟s Hall at which Adam 

Hodgson presided.225 In his address Hodgson also recounted the history of the 

Liverpool branch. “Although his kind friend the Rev. Dr Raffles was present at the 

first anniversary of the local branch, he believed he was himself the only individual 

present who was present at its formation 50 years ago, when there was a far less 
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deep sense of religious responsibility than there was at present, ...... 

Notwithstanding ... the great progress which it had subsequently made, it was a 

matter of regret that they should hear, .... that the interest in the society and its 

exertions had not kept pace with the increase of the population. ...Their progress 

had been far greater than ... could have anticipated; but still it must be a matter of 
thoughtful reflection and regret that the interest in the work of such a noble society 

had not kept pace with the demands for its aid. Let them try, then, if they could not 

restore to the society the universal concurrence of all serious Christians.” 

In October 1861 Adam Hodgson attended the 2nd Annual meeting of the Army 

Scripture Readers‟ Society, formed to put scripture readers into the army.226 They 

had contributed £79 for a reader in the 47th, the Lancashire Regiment. The regiment 

had gone to Canada and costs would increase to £120 for which they were 

appealing. Canon McNeile addressed them and gave his evangelical thoughts on the 

inevitability of war, “It was said that man was a rational animal. That stated a 

truth, but it was not the whole truth, ... If reason.... were dominant in every man of 

every class, of every nation, there could be no such thing as war, and there need be 

no such thing as a soldier. But ... man was a passionate animal, an ambitious 
animal, an envious animal, an aggressive animal. He need not multiply the 

epithets.... It was the fashion to speak of man as though he were not a fallen 

creature. It had become the fashion to speak of man as if he required no restoration 

to what he once was, but only a cultivation of what he is.... It had become the 

fashion to say that the study of nature had a direct tendency to produce religious 

influence in man.... that would be perfectly true if man had not fallen from God..... 

 He claimed the soldier as an ally in their great argument for the truth of 

revealed religion against all the pretences of philosophy..... There was another ... 

argument that was ... brought forward now amongst a certain class.... that man was 

a development of something lower than man – a gradual development from the 

monkey – the monkey being a gradual development from something lower than the 
monkey. Against all such representations of man as this .....and the power of secular 

knowledge to restore him to true morality ....- against such he again turned to the 

soldier and the necessity of keeping an army. It was a proof of what man was. He 

was not the creature our philosophy supposed him to be, The Peace Society had 

reason on their side, they had sound argument on their side, they had Christian 

principles on their side; and yet they were laughed at as insignificant and absurd. 

Why absurd? Because man was a fallen creature - because the passion of war was 

in his heart – because he was in that state of animosity against God, the disease 

broke out in animosity towards his fellows. That was the real philosophy of man‟s 

history, and the soldier was a proof of it.” 

 

The Return of Hard Times. 
 

During the 1850‟s the discovery of gold in Australia and California lead to 

widespread speculation.227 The US produced $20 million dollars of new gold 

between 1850 and1857. There was overproduction of cotton and bank rate rose from 

3 to 6%. The close of the Crimean War brought a slump in shipping and in the 

summer of 1857 many banks closed their doors in the ensuing panic. Bank rate later 
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increased further to 10%. Many insurance, banking and Railway companies in the 

U.S. failed and consequently remittances to Britain failed. There was a rush to re-

discount bills as speculative investments in the US failed and the Bank of England 

negotiated a loan for the East India Company to pay for the Indian Mutiny. Reserves 

of specie fell below £400,000 and Palmerston suspended the bank charter act and 
put £2 million of new notes into circulation. In early November the Western Bank 

of Scotland, the City of Glasgow Bank and the Borough Bank of Liverpool all 

stopped, the managing director of the latter being William Rathbone.228  

 There was outrage, not because of the American crisis and the failure of 

remittances but at the way in which banks had speculated with depositors‟ money 

and tied it up in non-convertible securities. It was inconsistent with the primary rule 

of banking. Money was not put into banks to be locked up in land, ships, mortgages, 

and speculative paper. They were effectively supporting traders without capital, not 

at their own risk, but at that of shareholders and depositors. The Borough Bank had 

loans secured on 120 ships which with the down-turn in trade were not worth half 

what they had been. Serious mismanagement was suspected.229 

Adam Hodgson tried to prevent the failure of the Borough Bank in conjunction 
with the Bank of England which agreed to make advances if similar guarantees 

could be found. The Bank of Liverpool agreed to lend £50,000 but the guarantees 

were never used and the Borough Bank went into Liquidation. The Bank of 

Liverpool‟s profits fell from £102,000 to £75,000. The annual report blamed a crisis 

of great intensity, but, as always, the dividend remained 10%.230 

The commercial crisis caused great distress during 1858. Hodgson attended the 

February 1859 meeting of The Stranger‟s Friend Society, where Mr. Beloe noted 

that although the subscription list remained stationary donations tended to follow 

needs. Thus in 1858 when “to the great severity of the season was added to the utter 

prostration of commercial credit” donations and legacies increased from £160 to 

£807.231 By February 1860 matters were improving,232  “although there were not a 
few cases requiring their support in the year past in general the class usually 

applying for relief were in a better pecuniary position than for some years past.” 

This relief from the privations of 1858/9 was purely temporary; there was much 

worse to come.  

In the mean time Adam Hodgson attended the Annual meeting of friends and 

supporters of the Lancashire Female Refuge in February of 1860 in the Bible 

Depository.233 William Gregson read the report for 1859. The condition of the 

charity had improved. The premises at Mount Vernon Street had been completely 

drained and the laundry had been reconstructed to increase the earnings of the 

inmates. The cost of these improvements has been met by a few generous friends. 

In January 1862 Adam Hodgson was involved in the establishment of the 

Liverpool Training School and Home for Nurses.234 Many people gave to the fund; 
including T. B. Horsfall, MP, J. C.  Ewart MP, and William Rathbone who gave 

£100. Adam Hodgson only publicly subscribed a guinea annual subscription, though 

there was a donation of £30 from “A friend to the Sick & Poor per AH”. An 

Institution for the Training of Nurses had existed in 1858 whose chairman was 

Hugh McNeile. Adam Hodgson looked forward to a time when the institution, 

which aimed to provide nurses at a reduced rate or free to the poor, would be self 



Remember, Remember the Fifth of November 

381 

 

supporting. There was also a short lived effort to establish a similar institution in the 

1830‟s in which Adam Hodgson was also involved.235  

Just as this announcement appeared the District Provident Society published an 

urgent appeal; their funds were entirely exhausted. They blamed the inclement 

weather and the American situation which had caused an enormous decrease in 
imports and exports and put many out of work. The loss in wages in the American 

trade was estimated at £50,000. The number relieved since January 1st 1861 were 

18,120 families comprising 80,620 individuals.236 

The Strangers Friend Society also made an appeal. The distress “although not 

equal to that of last winter, is nevertheless rapidly increasing: and the absence of 

the cotton ships usually arriving in the Mersey at this season must add to the 

poverty of the working classes.” They needed timely relief “to prevent those who 

from ...want of work ... would be compelled to resort to the Workhouse, where the 

charge upon the inhabitants would in many instances become permanent.” 237 

On August 2nd 1862 the Liverpool Mercury recorded the death of Professor 

Traill238 who had been the friend and doctor of the best families and a friend of 

James Currie. It noted his involvement in founding the Liverpool Mechanics 
Institute in 1825 and listed some of the speakers at the meeting including John 

Ashton Yates, W. W. Currie, William Rathbone, Egerton Smith, James Ryley, 

Adam Hodgson, Edward Rushton, and John Moss. “Of this list .. who 37 years ago 

were doing all they could for the mental and moral improvement of the people, not 

more than three remain. In fact ... not more than one – the venerable and benevolent 

William Rathbone who donated a thousand pounds at the distress meeting 

yesterday, is still able to engage in an active business of life.” Adam Hodgson had 

retired to live out the remainder of his life at Scarthwaite.239  

The distress meeting had been held the previous day in the town hall and 

appealed to “the wealthy classes of Liverpool, on behalf of the patiently-suffering 

thousands in the cotton manufacturing districts.”240 The Mercury quoted their 
Wigan correspondent of August 1st. “In another week or two it is probable that of 

8,720 hands usually employed, not 100 will be at work. Only 300 persons are now 

working full time whilst no fewer than 7,480 are entirely without work.  And the 

condition of Wigan is not exceptional. In Blackburn, Preston and other towns, the 

distress is assuming deplorable dimensions, and there is no immediate prospect of 

the removal of the causes, which have led to the suffering. So long as this Aceldama 

of privation exists, it is the duty of the wealthy and the pleasure of the benevolent to 

mitigate its horrors.” At the meeting the mayor said the distress, with its origin in 

the “unhappy state of affairs in America”, which had existed for some months in the 

cotton manufacturing districts was on the increase. Early in May it had become so 

serious the matter was raised in Parliament. Parochial agencies had been able to 

meet the emergency but as time wore on the there was need for additional relief. 
The meeting expressed sympathy for the distress in the cotton districts and praised 

the fortitude with which the operatives bore their sufferings. William Rathbone 

remarked that the neighbouring districts could not suffer without Liverpool 

suffering with them. “If Manchester suffers from the non arrival of cotton, 

Liverpool suffers from the non-transit of the staple and if Manchester is distressed 

in consequence of the non-demand for its Manufactures, Liverpool is distressed in 
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consequence of the non-shipment..... Lancashire is one huge, deliberately organised 

industrial frame, of which Liverpool is the inlet and outlet.” 

The deadly internecine war, so long feared and predicted, which would cost 

the lives of 620,000 soldiers and countless civilians had broken out, and within 2 

months Lincoln made his Emancipation Proclamation freeing the southern slaves.241 
The effects of the American Civil War – the war to end slavery – on the Lancashire 

cotton industry, though in no sense comparable to the horrors of war, were 

nevertheless quite catastrophic. 

 


